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PREFACE 


HE NM Virtue and Innocence 
are falſly and baſely aſpersd, 
tho" by the moſt infamous 
and profligate Wretch in the 
World ; the Malicicus and 


Envious, will, at leaſt, pretend to believe” 


the wile Calumny to be Truth, And will 
as induſtriouſiy, as ſpightfully Report and 
Repeat it in all Converſation ; either by 
fy. Inſinuations, or vehement Reproaches, 
And it's no wonder, that a Character ſo 
very Good, ſhou'd be envy'd by ſome, who 
like not to imitate Amicana's Virtae. 
Bur if ſhe ſuffer'd in the Sentiments of 
ſome of the Vain, or Vicious, ſhe was as 


AS * highly 


The PREFACE. 
highly Applauded and Reſpected by the 
Wife and Virtnons. 

AND this Narration is not written 
ſo much in Vinaication of the Truth, or 
10 reſcue injured Innocence from mali- 
cious Aſperſions, as to ſhew an excellent 
Patern, for the Joung, and Inexperiencd, 
o imitate. | 
_AMICANA mus too free from 
Vain-glory, to allow the Publication of her 
due Praiſe; and it's not in my Power 
to write a juſt Panegyrick on ſo wach Ex- 
cellence. But certainly her chaſte pure 
Love, ſtrict Virtue, and inviolable Friend- 
ſhip; her Fortitude and Patience; her 
generous Goodneſs, and invioable Fide- 
lity, are ſcarcely to be equal d; nor can 
Amicorus's true Merit be well exceeded ; 
I wiſh they may be well imitated. 
TE Narrative is real Truth, and 
as near as cou'd be, is literally expreſ#d, 
If it's wrote in too grave a Manner. for 
the preſent Taſte of the World, yet the 
particular Relations are very uncommon, 
and ſome of them very ſurprizing, and 
will make no diſagrecable Amuſement. 
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Ir ſome Things, by Way of Journal, 
are thought Frivulous, they could not well 
be omitted, as being neceſſary, either to 
ſbem the many Diſappointments that uſual- 
) attend the flattering Hopes of impa- 
tient Lovers, or as Incidents not un- 
neceſſar) to diſtinguiſh real Innocence 
from ſeeming Guilt , and ſeeming Vice 
from real Virtue. | 


THE vile Part which Falacia ated, 
tho raſhly begun, and with utmoſt Ha- 
zard carried on, in Behalf of Audatio, 
Jet, at laſt, fhe (ſhew'd herſelf a cunning 
Politition in flagrant. Iniquity. And the 
Story of Volanto has ſomething in it 


worth Obſervation. 


As the whole is real Truth, it ought 
not to be wrote in a Romantick Stile. 
And a5 it's a good Moral, it's thought moſt 
J /#itably expreſ9d in a plain Narration 
F Facts. And, I hope, we are not, never 
to be pleasd with any Thing but gay 
Toys, airy Flights, and ladicrons Tales, 
but will ſometimes admit of moral En- 
leftainments, without a Mixture of ficti- 
| A « 110145 
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il tious Art: Tho" what is inſtructive in it, 
A adadreſsd to the Young and Ga); as 
| it contains ſome * Precautions 
tio avoid Ruin, engaging Emulations to 
Virtue; and Precepts and Preſidents, 
which, if well obſerv'd, and pragdently 
imitated , will promote and ſecure their 
Enjoyment of true Happineſs of a Mar- 
7 ted State, | {5 


Ir can't encourage Intriguing, but 
muſt needs diſwade from it; ſeeing the 
moſt cunning Deſigns, and moſt clande- 
ſtine Attempts, are diſcover'd, and prove 
Abortive, to the Shame and Confuſion of 
the Actors. = . 


SOME Parts of the Narrative were 
taken from Amicorus and Amicana's, 
relating of Facts to their Friends; and 
from His, and Her written Memoran- 
dums, and Original Letters; and Letters 
of other Perſons herein- mentioned. And 
the Writer was a Witneſs to ſome ma- 
terial Parts of the Story. He is a Stran- 
ger to the Preſs ; and as his Indiſpoſition 
will not permit him to Correct or Amend 
the rough Draught from which it's Print- 
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ed, he humbly hopes all Defects will be fa- 


vourably over-look'd and pardon'd. 


To write the Story, was a Tast which 
* Friendſhip inclin d him to do: But being 
conſcious of his Inability to perform it 
well, it was extorted from him, by many 
$ Solicitations, and repeated Importunities, 
aud he now makes it an Offering to the 
worthy Memories of Amicorus and Ami- 
CAande. 
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FASO YN 2 Micorus was about 20 Years 
1 of Age, when, by his Father's 
J | Death, a plentiful Eſtate 
| deſcended to him. His Mo- 
ther being Dead, the Eſtate 
was free from the Charge of 
a Joynture ; but Part of it not being entail 'd, 
was incumber'd ; and a conſiderable Sum 
charg'd upon it, pavable to his younger 
Brother and Two Siſters : Which induc'd 


Amicorus to reſolve not to keep Houſe, 'or | 


Coach, till the Eſtate was clear, and he 


enabld to pay his Father's s Bequeſts as they 


became due. And he reſolv'd to live Single, 
rather than for the Sake of Fortune to mar- 
ry nr he could have Wealth with a 
'B W «yl 
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Wife, whom he could entirely Love, and 
find true Delight in her Converſation. And, 
Young as he was, he prefer'd Virtue to 
Beauty, and Prudence and Temper to all 
other Things. Yet, perhaps, had Amica- 
24's Virtue been leſs Valuable, her Beauty 
might have enſnared him; for he was het 
then become a Philoſopher, tho? a Miracle 
of his Age for Wit, Politeneſs, and manly 
Conſideration. And his virtuous Inclina- 
tion was well ſupported by prudent Reſolu- 
tions, and a watchful and careful Conduct. 
Hie had left the Univerſity, and was ſtudy- 
| ing the Law at Carentum, the Metropolis of 
| the Kingdom, not with Intent to practice, 
ö but to make it uſeful to himſelf in the Ma- 
nagement of his Affairs, and to enable him 
the better to ſerve his Country. But on 
Account of his Father's Death, he left his 
Studies, for a while, the better to aleviate 
his Sorrows, by the agreeable Converſation 
of ſome Relations, who liv'd remote from 
Carentum, and from Boniter, his Manſion- 
Houſe. But the Management of his Eſtate, 
and the Care of his Brother and Siſters, 
was left in skillful and faithful Hands. The 
pleaſant Spring was begun when he took 
his Journey, intending, whilſt in the Coun- 
try, to paſs his Time at his Aunt Phelicia s, 
a Widow Lady, whoſe Children were about 
his Age, and their Converſation ſuitable to 
him. She liv'd near Haumont, a Large, 
* Wealthy, 
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Wealthy, Polite Town, and Chief of a Pro- 
vince ; and where there is of” a great Re- 
ſort of Gentry. After he had made a ſhort 
Stay with his Aunt, he thought himſelf 
oblig'd to ride about 50 Miles farther, to 
wait on Benemer, to whom he was nearly 
related. His Aunt was extreamly delighted 
with him, and very fond of him, and ob- 
lig'd him to promiſe a ſpeedy Return. But 
Benemer wou'd by no Means part with him, 
till ſhe ſent a ſpecial Meſſenger for him. 
Some Time after, Benemer ſent his Coach 
with Three of his Daughters to Haumont, 
to ſtay ſome Time there, on Account of 
Education; and the Coach was order d not 
to return without Amicorus ; and there be- 
ing ſome particular Reaſons for his going, 
ſuch as the ſeeing ſome extraordinary Di- 
verſions, and making Acquaintance with 
Gentlemen of Worth, his Aunt wou'd not 
obſtruct it. So he went the next Morning 
to Haumont, to wait on the young Ladies, 
(ſent his Horſes to the Inn where the Coach 
was ſet up) and ſtay'd to dine with them; 
intending after Dinner to go to Marſhet, 
which is 16 Miles; the Days were long, 
and the Roads good, and thence the Coach 
might reach Home the next Day. Amicorus 
had taken Leave of the Ladies, and was 
entering the Inn Gate, when it began to 
Rain in a violent Manner; and ſeem'd like 
to continue, as it did do, 'till late at Night. 
| B 2 The 


4 Amicorus and Amicana, 


The Rain oblig'd him to ſtop at the firſt 
Door in the Court of the Inn ; and he ha- 
ving conſider'd that it would prejudice the 
Coach and Horſes to travel in ſuch a fierce 
Rain, he call'd for his Servant to bid him 
unſaddle, and to have the Coachman un- 
harneſs, all being left to his Direction; 
when, to his great Surprize, he ſaw a 
Gentleman of about 69 Years Old, in thin 
Spaterdaſhes, which cou'd not keep out 
Rain ; and he, being very Lame, two Ser- 
vants in Liveries were lifting him up the 
Horſe-Block, the better to ſet him on his 
Horſe. Aion ſaw a Pillion behind the 
Saddle, and perceived a very weakly in- 
diſpoſed Gentlewoman of about 50, ſtand- 
ing behind him in the Door Paſſage, ſighing; 
and he heard her lay to herſelf, That ſhe 
Jhould be drowned ere they got to Marſhet. 
He ſaw ſhe had no Ridinghood to ſhelter 
her from the violent Rain, (they, being then 
out of Faſhion) and out of Compaſſion to 
'em both, he thus addreſs'd himſelf to the 
Old Gentleman, who was not got quite up 
the Horſe-Block ; ; Sir, I am very much 
© concern'd to lee you and this weakly Lady 
© going to undertake a Journey of 16 long 
© Miles in this terrible Rain, which is very 
© likely to continne, and in an open Country 
© that has no Shelter, or fit Place of Accom- 
© modation, if you thou'd be forc'd to ſtop 
© by the __ or can't poſſibly reach Mar- 


© ſhet 
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© fſhet to Night: And you muſt expect, at 
© beſt, to ride a good Way in the Dark; 
for I perceive you can't make much Speed: 
* I preſume *tis a Caſe of Neceſſity, or you 
* wou'd not attempt it. I did intend to go 
© to Marſhet this Night, but I have alter'd 
my Reſolution ; and if your Affairs will 
permit your ſtaying here 'till Morning, 
J have a Coach ſhall be at your Service; 
which, conſidering your Lameneſs, and 
© this Lady's Tenderneſs, may be ſome 
© Eaſe to you both.* He anſwer' d, Sir, I 
©thank you for your Concern for us, and 
for your obliging Offer of your Coach; 
© but I live at Aldinam, and have great Oc- 
caſion to be at Home to Morrow; and 1 
find my Fit of the Gout encreaſe, and: 
*wou'd by no Means be forc' to lie Ill up- 
*on the Road.“ Amicorus told him, his 
Road lay within 10 Miles of Aldinam, and 
he might have the Coach ſo far if he pleas'd; 
but he wou'd not be prevail'd on to ſtay all 
Night. At laſt, out of pure Compaſſion, 
Amicorus ſaid the Horſes ſhou'd be put to 
the Coach immediately. Parſimont, i. e. 
the Old Gentleman, ſaid he was extreamly 
obliged to him ; but there was beſides his 
Wife, TwoGentlewomen within the Room, 
who were to go with them, and there would 
not be room for *em all in the Coach and 
Amicorus too; and that if he, being Lame, 
and in Pain, ſhou'd be crowded, it would 
B:® 5 do 
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do him more Hurt than the Rain would do. 
Amicorus very readily and frankly anſwer'd, 
© Sir, there is Room for Four to ſit with 
© Eaſe; and, for my own Part, though I had 
© reſolv'd to ſtay till to Morrow, yet, as! 
© have good Horſes, a good riding weather 
© Hat, Cloak, and ſtrong. Boots, I can't be | 
<prejudic'd by the Rain, and will do my {| 
© ſelf the Honour to wait on the Ladies and | 
you to Marſhet to Night; and I beg 
© your Acceptance of the Coach.” Parſimont, 
after abundance of ceremonious Refulal, 
was, at laſt, prevail'd on, by his Lady, to 
accept of it. And being help'd down from 
the Steps of the Horle-Block, each made 
his Compliments, and Parſimont deſired Ami- 
| cors would pleaſe to walk into their Room, 
1 which he did in a very unconcern'd Man— 
f ner, as not knowing what a magnetical, or 
| magical Object he ſhould there behold. But 
on the firſt View of the Inchanting Amicana, 
| he was not only far more, and incompara- 
þ bly more agreeably ſurpriz'd than before, 
| at the firſt Sight of Parſimont's raſh Attempt, 
f to ride in the diſmal Rain: For he was now 
at once charm'd, tranſported, and entirely 
captivated by that beautiful young Lady 
Amicana, who was about 20 Years of Age, 

and by far the greateſt Beauty that ever his 

Eyes had beheld ; and he was ſurpriz'd in 

a contrary Manner too, by ſeeing with her, 
Drſula, the very Reverle of the Amiable 
ro N Amicana; 
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Amicana; and a Monſter for Uglineſs, of 
about 40; who ſeem'd as a deſigned Foil 


4 
89 


3 

1 to ſet off Amicana's Beauty, Their Horſes 
1 were not brought out, as intending not to 
1 get on Horſeback, *till Parſimont and his 
r Lady were got off the Pavement, and then 
e to over-take em; and Parſimont would not 
Y @ luffer them to attend his Wife at the Door, 
{4 BW that Amicana might not be ſeen; ſo that 
8 Amicorus could have no pre- apprehenſion 
7 of ſo charming a Sight as Amicana. 

I, Wu She firſt caſt her bright Eyes 
0 upon him, he ſeem'd as if a Flaſh of Light- 
n ning had darted into his Heart, which cau- 
le ſed a violent Agitation in his whole Frame; 
[= and he imagin'd that he at the fame Inſtant 
* perceiv'd a ſudden Change in Amicana's 
1» Countenance : And indeed Love had at 
Ir once enter'd and pierc'd both their Breaſts 
it with a pleaſing Pain, which, 'till that Mo- 
2, ment, neither of them had ever felt. 

A P ARSIMONT, in Complaiſance, 
e, preſented him to Petula, his Spoule, ant 
- Amicana, as his Niece, and to Ur/ul#%a8A 
w Friend. When he went to ſalute Amicana 
y ſhe trembel'd, and long afterwards; at a 
y proper Time, own'd ſhe felt a violent Emo- 
e, tion in her Breaſt, which, till then, ſhe _ 
18 was an utter Stranger to; and which'ſke 
in found very difficult to contain without fa Ar 


r, i ing. Amicorus could not contaprt himſelf - f 


- with the uſual, and reſpectful Salute of clin 


* L\ 
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Cheek, but eagerly preſs'd her ruby Lips, | 
which gave him ſuch a rapturous Delight, 


as, till then, he had no Idea of. And 
Amicana did not ſeem in the leaſt offended 
at the Liberty he took in his Salute. They 


were no ſooner ſeated, but Parſimont calld | 
for Help to lead him out, which Amicorus | 
thought muſt needs be on ſome very neceſ- 
ſary Occaſion ; but was told by the Maſter | 


of the Inn, (when he was about getting on 


Horſeback, after the Coach was gone out 
of the Court) that it was to make a very | 
particular Enquiry of him, and his Cha- | 


racter. 


W Hil ES x Parſmont was gone out, Pe- 
tula ſnew'd herſelf very ſenſible of Amicorus's | 
good Offices ; and told Amicana and Urſula, | 
how much they ought to think themſelves | 
oblig'd to him for his Civilities. Amicorus | 
made his return of Compliment, and ſaid | 
he was very glad to find his Offer of the 


Coach, would be of ſo much more Service 


than he at firſt imagined, by ſheltering Ami- 
cana and Urſula from the Injury of the Wea - 
ther; and by his Diſcourſe made himſelf | 


very agreeable to them all. 

AN p though Love had got entire Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Soul, he prudently avoided 
making any plain Diſcovery of his Paſſion; 
but ſitting oppoſite to Amicana, he watch'd 
ſome Opportunities to let his Eyes ſpeak 


al 


the Wiſhes and Deſire of his Heart, Half 


— — — — 
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Jon Hour was very agreeably paſt, whilſt 
their travelling Poſture was changing, and 
| Ftheir Side- ſaddles, &c. were ſecuring from 
being wet, 


AMICO RU Shad the Honour to hand 
the Ladies into the Coach, when the Touch 
of Amicana's Hand gave him another inex- 
preſſible Tranſport of Joy; but yet the 


WB} leature he felt was mix'd with Pain. He 


found his Heart entirely loſt ; and not grow- 
ing Vain with his Imagination of Amicana's 
favourable Aſpect, he could not raſhly 
hope, though he would not deſpair. His 
Fate, he thought, was abſolutely in Ami- 
cana's Power ; and that ſhe only could pro- 
nounce him Happy, or Miſerable. 

T nx violent Rain continuing all the 
Way, prevented his having much Conver- 
ſation with the Ladies in the Coach; but 
being 1mpatient to learn all he could of 
Amicana, & c. he enquir'd of the Servants, 


and bid Featy, his Servant, to get what In- 
telligence he could of them. They gave 


Amicana an excellent Character, but were 
on the Reſerve in ſome Particulars, as he af- 
terwards found : But one of them was free 
enough in ſpeaking of Parſimont; and ſaid, 
he had a plentiful Eſtate, and kept a Coach 
but was a very wary Gentleman, and would 
not let it go ſo long a Journey as they had 
been; (which was to Santon Wells) and 
Amicorus toon found he was of an avarici- 

; ous, 
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ous, moroſe, poſitive, conceited, ceremo- 
nious Temper ; and perceived that cove- 


touſneſs was his ſtrongeſt Motive to make | 


haſte Home ; and that his ceremonious Re- 
fuſal of the Coach was to ſave giving a 
Crown, &c. to the.Coach- Man; tho? as his 
gouty Humour was increaſing, "had he not 
had the Uſe of Benemer's Coach, he muſt, 
in all probibility, have been oblig*d to ſend 
for his own, and ſtay on the Road at a con- 
ſiderable Charge to wait its arrival; for 
had he rod to Marſhet that diſmal Night, 
he muſt have ſufter'd too much, and have 
been unable to ride any farther, 


Wu they arrived at Marſhet, V. * 


vio, arakiſh young Gentleman, and a 
| bauchee, who Amicorus had ſomtimes ſoon: 
at — was in the Inn Door where 


they were to lodge, but he lodg'd at another 


Inn: e ſeeing Amicorus hand the Ladies 
out of the Coach, was very inquiſitive to 


know who eee was z and had Aſſurance 
enough to have follow'd her into the din- 
ing Koom had not Amicorus prevented it: 


However, he told Amicorus he would ſup 
with them, imagining his ſmall Acquaint- 
ance with Amicorus ſufficient to warrant ſo 
rude an Attempt : Amicorus told him he 
would not ſure offer to ſup with them with- 
out their Leave; and that the Gentleman 
and his Lady's Indiſpoſition and Fatigue 
made it improper, even if he were knoun 


to 
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| to them. Vagavio ſeem'd not to reliſh Ami- 
¶ corus's Reproof and went to his Inn. 


H k was one that would make Acquaint- 


ö ance with every Body that he ſaw, and 
Stalk as familiarly with them at firſt Sight 


as if he had been acquainted with them ſe- 


Jven Years ; but, no doubt, but his Curioſity 
Ito ſee Amicana might chiefly move him to 
that rude Attempt 3; for he had only ſeen 
her fine Shape, but not her beauteous Face, 
ſhe being maſqu'd on purpoſe to avoid 
being ſeen. 


AMICORUS intended as ſoon as it 


might be allowable to ask Leave to wait on 
Sthem, to know how they did after their 
Journey; but was prevented by a Meſſage 
from Parſmont to know how he did, and to 


defire his Company ; he went immediately 


to the dining Room where they were, and 
after the uſual Compliments, Parſimont 
ſaid, he hop'd Amicorus would do them the 
Favour to ſup with them; he anſwer'd, 
that if it would not be inconvenient, on 
Account of his and his Lady's Indiſpoſition 
and Fatigue, he would do himſelf that Ho- 
Nour. 0 


AMICORVUS had not been with them 


Nong 'ere Vagavio came back from his Inn, 
who had the Aſſurance to come directly 
Finto the dining Room, and to ſay that 
Amicorus having told him how much fa. 
ſtigu'd they were with their Journey, he 


took 
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ous, moroſe, . poſitive, conceited, ceremo- F,,, 


nious Temper ; and perceived that cove- 


touſneſs was his ſtrongeſt Motive to make 
haſte Home; and that his ceremonious Re- 


fuſal of the Coach was to ſave giving a 
Crown, &c. to the. Coach- Man; tho? as his 


gouty Humour was increaſing, had he not 


had the Uſe of Benemer's Coach, he muſt, 
in all probibility, have been oblig*d to ſend 


for his own, and ſtay on the Road at a con- 
ſiderable Charge to wait its arrival; for 


had he rod to Marſhet that diſmal Night, 
he muſt have ſuffer d too much, and have 
been unable to ride any farther, 


Waun they arriv'd at Marſbet, Vaga- 


vio, a rakiſn young Gentleman, and a De- 


bauchee, who Amicorus had foratimes ſeen 


at Faonent, was in the Inn Door where 


they were to lodge, but he lodg'd at another | 


Inn: He ſeeing Amicorus hand the Ladies 
out of the Coach, was very inquiſitive to 


know who mm was z and had Aſſurance | 
enough to have follow'd her into the din- | 
ing Room had not Amicorus prevented it: 


However, he told Amicorus he would ſup 
with them, imagining his ſmall Acquaint- 
ance with Amicorus ſufficient to warrant fo 


rude an Attempt : Amicorus told him he 


would not ſure offer to ſup with them with- 


out their Leave; and that the Gentleman 


and his Lady's Indiſpoſition and Fatigue 
made it improper, even if he were known 


to 
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to them. Vagavio ſeem'd not to reliſh Ami- 
¶corus's Reproof and went to his Inn. 
7 H x was one that would make Acquaint- 
ZFance with every Body that he ſaw, and 
" Fralk as familiarly with them at firſt Sight 
as if he had been acquainted with them ſe- 
Iven Years ; but, no doubt, but his Curioſity - 
Ito ſee Amicana might chiefly move him to 
Ithat rude Attempt ; for he had only ſeen 
Iher fine Shape, but not her beauteous Face, 
he being maſqu'd on purpoſe to avoid 
] being ſeen. | | 
AMICORUS intended as ſoon as it 
" Hmight be allowable to ask Leave to wait on 
Sthem, to know how they did after their 
Journey; but was prevented by a Meſſage 
from Parſimont to know how he did, and to 
deſire his Company; he went immediately 
to the dining Room where they were, and 
after the uſual Compliments, Parſimont 
Iſaid, he hop'd Amicorus would do them the 
Favour to ſup with them; he anſwer'd, 
thatif it would not be inconvenient, on 
Account of his and his Lady's Indiſpoſition 
and Fatigue, he would do himſelf that Ho- 
Nour. 
AMICORUS had not been with them 
Hong ere Vagavio came back from his Inn, 
who had the Aſſurance to come directly 
into the dining Room, and to ſay that 
Amicorus having told him how much fa. 
tigu'd they were with their Journey, a 
| TOO 
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took the Liberty to come to ask them how | 
they did, and ſaid that he having been 
at Marſhet ſome Days, was at Eaſe, and 
would take care they ſhould be well accom- 
modated, which was a very impertinent 
Offer of Service. 

PARSIMONT perceiv'd that Ami- 
corus did not ſeem well pleas'd with Vagavio, 
and faid to him, without thanking him for 
his Offer of Service, Sir, there is no need 
© for you to give your ſelf any Trouble on 
our Account, for the neceſſary Cares is ta- 
ken for what we want :* Vagavio was one 
who would not eaſily be put out of Counte- 
nance, or prevented doing what e'er he 
fancy'd to do, and ſaid he imagin'd Amico- 
rus. was to ſup with them; and being his 
Acquaintance deſired he might be admitted! 
to ſup with them; at which they were 
more ſurpriz'd than before. Amicorus was ve- 
ry angry with him, and they might ſee he! 
was aſham'd of Yagavio's Manners ; but he! 
not being the Perſon ſpoke to, was to leave it 
to Parſimont to anſwer; and being unwilling to 
quarrel in their Company, he waited to hear 
what Anſwer Parſimont would make, who 
believing Vagavio to be more acquainted 
with Amicorus than he was, neither objected 
to it, nor bid him Welcome; but ſaid, we 
are not very fit to entertain Strangers, but 
I perceive, Sir, you will ſup with us. . Va- 
gavio was ſo rediculous as to ſay he did not 
. deſire 
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deſire it at their Coſt, but it was in an Inn, 
and he would pay his Club, which he hop'd 
would give no Offence, to which no re- 
ply was made. 

„AAV IO was handſome and thought 
all Women in Love with him, and that he 
might take Liberty to treat them as he 
Pleas'd, and grew very impertinent in his 
Talk, and made Love to Amicana witha great 
deal of romantick and common place Ri- 
baldry ; and would have treated her with 
ſuch ſort of Freedom as if he had been 


talking to a Chamber-Maid, and was for 


hugging and kiſſing her; but ſhe ſhew'd him 
that ſhe would not ſuffer that, or any other 
Rudeneſs. He had a very odd and ill ex- 
preſs'd Manner of commending her Beau- 
ty and Wit ; and made a Sort of a medly 
Comedy of all his Diſcourſe, which , for 
novelty and yariety Sake, and for once, eve- 
ry one began to think diverting, only Ami- 
cana was reſolv'd to take an Opportunity 
to ſnew him ſome ſort of Reſentment for 
affronting her. 
SU P PER was brought in, and Vagavio 
took upon him to act as Maſter of the Feaſt, 
and as if they had been his invited Gueſts; 
and when Amicana civily refus'd à Plate 
which he had carv'd for her, by thanking 
him for his Officiouſneſs, but, deſiring Leave 
to help herſelf where ſhe lik'd beſt. He 
was ſo audacious as to tell her, it was not 
C good 
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Manners to refuſe his Compliment. He 
offer*d the Plate to every one, and was re- 
fus'd by all. * 
HO WRV RE R, he would needs give Ami- 
cana à Plate of a ſecond Diſh, which ſhe 111 
refus'd, though not ignorant of the Rules of 
Civility, but to ſhew her Reſentment for 
his Rudenels ; ſaying, ſhe did not like that 
Part, and deſir'd to be excus'd. This did | 
not prevent his offering a Plate of a third 
Diſh, which ſhe refus'd with ſome ſhew of 
Diſpleaſure ; at which he grew ſo Infolent, 
as to tell her ſhe was proud and did not 
know , herſelf, nor underſtand common 
Rules of Civility. She reply'd, *twas very 
hard to be oblig'd to eat what one did not 
like, becauſe another would force it upon 
'em. He would then needs know. what ſhe | 
did like beſt ; but he had not been reſpect- 
ful enough to deſerve that Favour. And 
there being nothing that needed Carving, 
ſhe ſaid ſhe would give him no needleſs 
Trouble; and took of Tarts and Fruit, &c. 
what ſhe thought fit, and ſaid, now ſhe had 
her Supper. 

AMICORUS had privately check'd 
his Folly, and then thought it better to 
make à Droll of his Behaviour than to di- 
ſturb the Company with reproving him, 
leaſt it ſhould occaſion more Diſturbance. 
Vagavio perceiv'd Amicorus's Meaning, but 
could not help being affronting to Amicana, 

though 
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though he pretended,tp admire, and be in 
Love with her above all Things; ſuch was 
his Way of making Court to her, and of 
which ſhe made herſelf Sport. But Sup- 
per had not been long over, ere Parſimont 
fell in a Paſſion with Vagavio; and Petula 
grew very peeviſh with him ; and indeed, 
ſhew'd that her Name and Nature agreed. 
Amicorus told Vagavio, that Parſimont's and 
Petula's Indiſpoſition made it Time for them 
to withdraw; and Vagavio in a Huff call'd 
for the Reckoning, and would pay more 
than his Share. Amicorus flung down as 
much as Yagaviohad done; which either Par- 
ſimont's Paſſion, or Avarice, would not let 
him take Notice of. | 

Wu N they withdrew, Amicorus ſhew'd 
Vagavio his Reſentment with a great deal of 
warmth; and told him he had forgot that 
he was a Gentleman ; that he had never 
been defirous of his Converſation, and for 
the future would take care to avoid it, and 
bid him for ſhame go and learn better Man- 
ners : Vagavio {aid it was all but Raillery, 
and went away Laughing. A very indolent 

Manner of taking ſuch a Rebuke. 
URSUL A was deſir'd to go to ask 
Amicorus to come back and fit a little longer 
with them, now that they might be in quiet, 
and ſhe was alſo to give ſome neceſſary Or- 
ders to the Servants : Amicorus went back 
as defir'd, and as he had intended to do, and 
G2 when 
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when Urſula returged ſhe ſeem'd frighted, 
and ſaid the Servants had told her that by 


what they had over-heard between Amico- 


rus and Vagavio, they expected nothing leſs 
than Duelling; and that if Vagavio had the 
Spirit of a Man, he could not have gone 


off without it; and this ſet them all in a | 
Fright for Amicorus, tho* the Danger was | 


over : They could not blame Amicorus for 
FVagavio's coming into their Room; but 


however, he thought it proper to tell them 
how {mall his Knowledge of Vagavio was, 


more than that he was a Gentleman of a 


good Family, and that if he had imagid 
he wou'd have return'd from his Inn after 
what he had ſaid to him, he would have taken 
effectual care to have prevented his coming 


into their Company. 


AMICORUS viſh'd Parſimont and 
Petula would have gone to Bed, that he 


might have had ſome Oportunity to ſpeak 


to Amicana alone 5 but Par ſimont had ſome- | 


thing to be done to his Foot by the Fire, 


which on Account of the Rain (tho' Sum- 
mer) they had in the dining Room; ſo 


was forc'd to bid good - night to them all 
together. When he was in his Room he 


bid his Servant bring him Pen, Ink and 
Paper, and go to Bed; and deſpairing of an 
Opportunity to ſpeak to Amicana alone, 
he intended to beg of her to read the devo- 


ted Thoughts of a paſſionate Lover's Heart. 
Whilſt 
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Whilſt he was writing, he heard her and Vr- 
ſula, both ſpeak, and tho? it is ſeldome al- 
lowable to hearken, yet hearing his Name 
mention'd, and having no ill Purpoſe, he 
did not forbear liſſening; and looking to- 
wards the Side of the Room where the 
Voice came from, he ſaw a Light, and ſet- 
ting his Candle out of Sight, he went ſoft- 
ly towards. the Voices, and found that 
ſomebody had deſignedly cut a Slit in the 
Hangings of both Rooms ; and there being 
only a lath Partition between, ſuch Way 
had been made that he could ſee them very 
plainly, and diſtinctly hear every Word 
3 they ſpoke, and found they were talking 
of what hadpaſs'd in that Days Expedition, 
and commending him. Lord, ſaid Amicana, 
what a vaſt Difference there is in Mankind, 
here is two young Gentlemen, the one the 
very reverſe of the other; then ſaid Vrſula, 
one is a Saint, the other a Devil: Amico- 
rus has, ſaid Amicana, with perfect good Man- 
ners, ſhewn a Nature truly good and ge- 
nerous ; and his modeſt, reſpectful, enter- 
taning Behaviour 1s extreamly pleaſing and 
obliging : The other, under a Pretence to 
Manners, has acted all that is contrary to 
It, all that is vain and vile, impudent and 
impertinent; and diſcovers an evil Nature, 
far from human. 
3 Sars Urſula, ſure Amicorus is the beſt of 
his Sex, and Vagavio the worſt, Amicana 
G2 continu'd 
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18  Amicorus and Amicana, 
continu?d ; Ican never ſufficiently commend 
Amicorus's Behaviour, or fully value his 
generous Actions; had he ſeen me before 
he offer'd my Uncle the Coach, I might 
have taken that Offer for a Piece of Gallan- 
try, but by what the Innkeeper told my Uncle 
of Amicorus's dining in a remote Part of 
the Town, and that he was but that Mo- 
ment come into the Inn; and as we had 
not been two Hours in Haumont, and that 
my Maſque was never off, but in that old 
dark, high window'd Room; it is impoſſible 
he could know any Thing of me, and 
therefore his offering my Uncle the Coach, 
and putting himſelf upon the Hardſhip of 
riding in the terrible Rain, was ſuch an Ack 
of pure Humanity and Compaſſion, as is 
very rarely found in young People towards 
the Aged and Infirm. He well deſerves our 
Efteem, ſaid Vrſula; and ſaid Amicana, | 
owe him abundance of Thanks, and ſhall ! 
never forget the Benefit I have found by | 
his Favours to us all. Said Vrſula, we owe 
him our very Lives, for the Rain would 
have kilPd us all, had we not had the Coach. 
Said Amicana, the Hazard he run in correct- 
ing Vagavio for his Rudeneſs, makes him 


ſtill more Worthy of our Eſteem, tho”! 
had I-imagin'd any ſuch Thing, 1 would 
have had it prevented. Amicorus had been! 
obliging to Urſula, and if Amicana was ſo 
pleas'd with his Behaviour and Converſati- 

On, 
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on, ſhe could not be leſs pleasd with his 


Perſon. 
AMICO RU Swas all Rapture and De- 


light to find himſelf ſo much in the Eſteem 


of the adorable Amicana; his Thoughts 
were wholly ingag'd on the beauteous Object 
of his Paffion, and on her bright Genius 
and excellent. Accompliſhments ; and her 
generous Sence ef his Service was very 


pleaſing to him. His buſy Thoughts per- 


mitted him to ſleep but little, and tho? not 


without ſome Pain, he was better pleas'd - 
to lie awake: They got up early the next 
Morning, and were preparing to ſet for- 
wards, when the Coachman came to tell 
them, that when the Coach gave a Jolt, 
coming into Town, the Wheel hit upon a 
rocky Stone, and ſomething crack'd, but 


not having above a hundred Yards to the 


Inn 1t came on ſo well that he did not apre- 
hend any Danger, but what a Smith could 


ſoon make ſecure, but now found the Axel- 


tree was broke paſt mending; that the only 
Man that could make a new one, was gone 
out of Town to work, but he had ſent for 


him, and hop'd to have it done ſo as to 


go to Aldinam that Night, which was Fif- 
teen long Miles. | 

P ARSIMONT grew ſo peeviſh up- 
on this Stop that was put to-their Journey, 
that he was for leaving the Coach, and 


riding on Horſeback, tho? he found his gou- 


oy 
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ty Foot grow more painful and ſore; but 
Petula laid, The was ſo very Ill that it was | 
impoſſible for her to ride. He ſaid, ſtay- 
ing would oblige them either to travel, or 
lie on the Road on Sunday, neither of which | 
he was willing to do, but Covetouſneſs more | 
than Religion fram'd that Pretence, and 
they all took Petula's Part, and oblig d 
him to ſtay. 
AMICORVUs was now in hopes of 
an Opportunity to ſpeak the Emotions of 
his Soul to Amicana alone, but in vain ; for 
tho? the Sun ſhone bright, the Ground was | 
too wet after the Rain to walk in the Morn- 
ing; and after Dinner it began to rain as 
hard as it did the Day before. The Wheel-⸗ 
Right was ſo long ere he came back, and ſo 
flow at his Work, that they muſt have tra- | 
velPd a good deal i in the Dark, and in rocky 
in Road to have reach'd Aldinam that Night, 
and the Coach- Hor ſes being Young had got 
cold by the exceſſive Rain the Day before; 
ſo that the Coachman durſt not venture them 
again in ſuch a Rain as was then begun, 
and like to hold: And Petula's Illneſs conti- 
nuirg, they were oblig'd to ſtay at Marſhet 
all Night, and alas! Without any Opportu- 
my for Amicorus's being alone with Amica- 
: But they had a good deal of agreeable 
N which made them more ac- 
ſiuainted, but Parſimont's and Petula s Indiſſ po- 
ſition made Mirth inconſiſtent. Par ſi mont's 
| Pain 
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Pain did not make him leave the Dining- 


Room all Day to lie on the Bed, which 
Amicorus thought was deſign'd to watch 
Amicana. | | 
AMICORUS 'percviring Parſimont's 
ſordid Nature, did not think it proper to 
diſcover to him his Paſſion for Amicana, 
but his Eyes, when undiſcover'd by others, 
ſhew'd her the Sentiments of his Soul, and 
the Pangs of his Heart, labouring with 
Reſtraint ; which ſhe could not but per- 
ceive, and did not ſeem offended at it; but 
as he willingly imagin'd; rather return ſome 


| favourable Glances. And. the ſeem'd well 


pleas'd with all his Converſation and Beha- 
viour : And as he thought it neceſſary to 
gain Urſula's Friendſhip, he was not want- 
ing to be very obliging to her, nor did it 
looſe its Effect, as appear'd upon Occaſion 
ſome Time after; tho' ſhe prov'd very baſe 
at the laſt : And ſo much was ſhenow plea- 
ſed with him, that when they retir'd to 
their reſpective Rooms, as he could not for- 
bear peeping into Amicana's Chamber, and 
liſſening to their Diſcourſe, he found that 
Urſula ſeem'd to ſtrive to out-. do Amicana 
in commending him; which gave him ſuch 
Encouragement, that he would have ven- 
tur'd into their Room, had it been practica- 
ble; but he could not do that without paſſ- 
ing thro' Parſimonts Room; for tho? Amico- 
rus's Chamber and Amicana's joyn'd, the 

8 Doors 
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Doors were opoſite, her Way turning thro” 
Parſimont's from the further End of the Din. 
ing-Room, and his Door at the Stair-Caſe- 
Head leading into the Dining-Room : His 
Chamber being Dark and hers Light, and the 
Slit in his Hangings cloſe on his Side, ex- 
cept whilſt held open, and thoſe on her Side 
being cut larger, and, preſs'd back by ſome 
deſigning Contriver, gave a large Proſpect 
into her Room, and he could fee into it 
undiſcover'd, as well in the Morning as at 
Night; could ſee her undreſs and dreſs, and 
he might have ſeen her go to þed, and riſe 
from it, and lie in Bed too, which muſt 
needs increaſe Defire , but not guilty Luft 
in a virtuous Mind; but gave him the Sa- 
tisfaction of knowing that her Beauty was 
natural, and that ſhe us'd no Paint, or arti- 
ficial Waſh ; but his preſent unſucceſsful 
Wiſhes gave him as much Anxiety as the 
pleaſing Proſpect gave him Delight. He 
paſsd the ſecond Night with as little Sleep 
as the firſt, and with the ſame intermixture 
of Pleaſure and Pain. 

Tux Morning being very fine, Amicana 
would willingly have rode on Horſeback, 
but Parſimont would not ſuffer it, he would 
have had Urſula ride to give more Room 
for him to eaſe himſelf, telling her ſhe 
took up twice as much Room as Amicana 
did, but ſhe complain'd that ſhe was much 
chaff d with riding, and that ſhe — not 

eep 
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keep pace with the Coach; ſo both went in 
the Coach, which depriv'd Amicorus of the 
wiſh'd for Opportunity of revealing his 
ſecret but violent Flame to Amicana; but 
as oft as the Road admitted it, he talked 
with them all the Way, and found Amicana 
well pleaſed with it. 

T x o' the Morning was pleaſant, the 
Day grew hot, and when Dinner was over 
at Aldinam, Parſimont took Petula into a 
Bed-Chamber to repoſe themſelves for an 
Hour ; and Urſula, being unweildy and 
fore with riding, took that Opportunity to 
eafe herſelf, and went to lie on another 


Bed, leaving Amicorus and Amicana toge- 


ther; and thus the wiſh'd for Minute was 
come. Amicana began the Diſcourſe, b 
ſaying, how much ſhe was aſham'd that her 
Uncle had let him pay any Thing, eſpe- 
cially more than his Share, and mentioned 
the great Obligations received : As a Rea- 
ſon for it. Amicorus anſwer d, The Obliga- 
tion was but a Duty which human Nature 
© owes: to all of our own Species; and, in- 
deed, to relieve and eaſe any Creature 
when in Danger, Want, or Pain; that 
they were Fellow-Travellers, and he did 
© not think he paid more than his Share, 
* except when Vagavio occaſioned it. 
THAT Wretch, ſaid ſhe, is not worth 
thinking of, only it gives me Occaſion to 
reflect upon the Hazard you run in correct- 


ing 
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ing him for his rude Behaviour ; for which, 
I am in particular oblig'd, and I give you 
a great many Thanks; but it was what I 
could not have deſired, and would have ra- 
ther endeavour to prevent, had I been ap- 
prehenſive of your puting your ſelf in any 
Danger; and ſhould have been extreamly 
concerned had you ſuffer d by it. Vagavio 8 
Conduct, ſaid ſhe, was ſo unaccountable, 
that I know not what Sence to put upon it. 
Madam, ſaid Amicorus, you have juſt Occa- 
ſion, it's true, for reprehending him, tho' 
there may be ſome Reaſon why he ought 
to be pittyed. Love makes ſome Perſons | 
delirious; and if it makes ſome over Modeſt, 
it gives others too great Boldneſs: And it 
would be impoſſible to ſee ſo captivating an 
Object, without being p1erc'd to the Soul, 
and falling into ſome Extream. Sir, ſaid 
the, though J am told I am not ſo very diſ- 
agreeable, as to be lik'd by none of your! 
Sex; yet Jam far from ſuſpetting that Ya- 
gavio was touch'd with any Thing he ſaw in 
me: Nor do think him capable of a real 
Eſteem for any of our Sex; but he would 
take upon him to be Gallant, and has the! 
moſt awkard Manner in the World of ſhew- 
ing his Skill that Way, Madam, ſaid Ami- 
corus, you are a Lady of that delicate Taſte} 
and ſtrict Obſervation, that it would be in F 
vain to pretend to excuſe Vagavio s Manner 
of Courtſhip, and indeed your bright Ge-| 
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nius and quick Penetration, ſtrikes ſuch an 
u WW Awe on me, that I know not how to ven- 
ture, to diſcover the Sentiments of my own 
a- Heart; but certainly, Madam, no Man 
p- living can ſee you and not adore you; it 
1y was impoſlible for me to do otherwiſe, and 
ly the firſt Moment my Eyes beheld you, my 
s Heart flewfrom my Breaſt as ſwift as Light'- 
le, ning, or if it had been torn from thence 
it. with extream Violence; and I muſt humb. 
a- ly beg you'll pardon me, for ſaying what J 
0 can't conceal, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I aſſure you 
ht 1 am not pleas'd with Flattery, and you 
ns & ſeem to have too much good Sence to looſe 
t, your Heart upon a firſt Sight; and you 
it have not known enough of me, to reſolve 
an whether I am worth your Thoughts. Beau- 
ul, ty alone can never make any Happy; tis a 
11d fading Flower, oft nipt in the Bloom, and 
i- Yoſt in an inſtant; or, if long preſerved 
bur from Decay, yet, without good Sence, 
4 Temper and Conduct, it will ſoon become 
in inſipid, and may make a Man uneaſy and 
eal f unhappy ; and Beauty, without ſtr'ct Vir- 
ald Mrtue and Prudence, often proves a Snare to 
the da Woman, and becoms her Rum, And 
Ino (with a ſuddain Change of Aſpett, 
which ſhew'd an uravoidable Corcern, ſhe 
added; and it may be a Curſe to her too, 
in Aud without her own Fault. Madam, ſaid 
ner Amicorus, your Obſervations are very juſt 
Je- in all Points, but as to the firſt, tho you 
ius D judge 
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judge right in the General, give me 
leave to ſay, that very wiſe Men have 
been in Love at firſt Sight; and I believe it 
impoſſible for Men ſometimes not to avoid 
it, much leſs for any of my Age: In- 


_ deed, ſuch ſudden Paſſions often prove but 


very ſhort. liv'd, when the Beauties of the | 
Mind are found wanting. But if Amicana's | 
perſonal Beauties were leſs powerful, I 1 
have ſeen ſo much of the Perfections of 
her Soul, which will ever improve and 
increaſe, that were I the greateſt Prince 
upon Earth, I ſhould eſteem her as the 
greateſt Honour and Bleſſing that I could 
enjoy in this World, Sir, ſaid ſhe, your 
diſintereſted, undeſigning, but truly gene- 
rous Behaviour has been ſuch, ſince firſt | 
I ſaw you, and the Opportunity you have 
had to ſhew it, in a very extraordinary 
Manner, on an Occaſion wholly accidental, 
is enough to make a Woman, who is al- 
ready Miſerable, the more Unhappy for 
your Sake. Amicorus deſirous to have her 
explain her ſelf, ſaid, Madam, I know | 
© not how to ſolve your Paradox; your | 
© Complaint gives me inexpreſſible Pain; | 
© with your Happineſs more than my | 
© own, and I hope | ſhall never make 
© any of your Sex unhappy ; nor will I ever | 
© make any ſo, except 1 become ſo unfor- 
© tunate my ſelf, as not to be able to avoid 
© it. This I hope and believe you don't | 
diſtruſt, 
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diſtruſt, Madam; yet I am in Pain to un- 
derftand you right. © Sir, lays Amicana , 
believe, indeed, you would never make 
© any Woman unhappy if ſhe were yours; 


© but her not being ſo may be her great 


Mis fortune: A Woman may have a juft 
C Value for a Gentleman's Merit, when ſhe 
© muſt never enjoy the Bleſſing of ir. I, for 
* my part, am ſo unhappy as to be de- 

* priv'd of the Liberty to follow my own 
© Sentiments, but am wretchedly confin'd ! 
— Here Grief put a ſtop to her Words, 
and the ſeem'd to be falling into a Swoon, 
but a violent Flux of Tears help'd to pre- 
vent it; however, ſhe remain'd for ſome 
time in a very great Diſorder and Confu- 
fion, unable to continue her Speech, and, 
ſeemin gly, not able to obſerve what he ſaid, 
or did. 

AMICORUS imagining her Confine- 
ment was only to her Uncles and Aunts 
over ſcrupulous, watching and reſtraining 
her; and to their peeviſh, and his avaricious 


4 Temper ; and that her Fortune was at their 


Diſpoſal, took the Liberty to claſp her in 
his longing Arms, and to kiſs her beauteous 
weeping Eyes, and lovely bluſhing Cheeks, 
which ſhe did not ſeem in the leaſt dit-' 
pleas'd with, but was, indeed, rather inſen- 
ſible of it, She continu'd weak and faint 
for ſome Time, and permitted him to ſup- 
port her with his Arm, and ſhe reclin'd 
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her Head to his Breaſt : As ſoon as ſhe was 


a little recover'd, theftarted and fate up, 


and ſeem'd ſurpriz d at what had ha p- 
pen'd. Amicorus beg'd he might go for a 
Cordial, but ſhe wars not ſuffer him to go 
for it. As ſoon as ſhe began to lift up her 
lovely Eyes, and to look at him, he, with 
Looks full of anxious Concern, Love and 
Deſire, ſigh'd, and cry'd, Ah! dear Char- 


mer of my Soul! let me be the happy 


Man that ſhall free you from the Confine- 
ment you complain of. Alas! Sir, ſaid 
the, that is impoſſible; you are doubtleſs 
a Gentleman of true Honour and ſtrict 
Virtue; all your Actions ſhew you muſt 
be ſo ; and the uncommon Character, which | 
the Inm-keeper at Haumont gave my Uncle | 
of you, confirms it, and ſthews you are 
fully qualify'd to be a real and faithful 
Friend, and therefore more to be eſteem- ' 
ed, truſted and depended on, than the | 
neareſt Relation: And as it will give 
ſome eaſe to my Grief to tell you my 
Misfortune, the Confidence I have in 
your Virtue, Fidelity and Secrecy, induces 
me to diſcover, what I have, *till now, kept 
ſecret, and ſhall, to all the World beſides 
vour ſelf, ever keep in my own ſuffering 
Breaſt ; and 1 beg your Patience to hear 
my meloncholy Story. My profule Fa- 
ther ſpent a conſiderable Eſtate, and dy'd 


when I was turn'd of Fourteen ; and tho? I 
was 
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was his only Child, left me but a ſmall 
Fortune; and my Mother, being Dead, I 
was left to the Care and Diſpoſal of my 
covetous and moroſe Uncle, who was my 
Mother's Brother , and of my ambitious 
peeviſh Aunt, who valuing themſelves as 
well as me, upon Family Account ; my Fa- 
ther being deſcended from, and nearly 
related to a noble Family, who are all 
Young, and have an impaired Eftate, and 
cou'd ſnew no Favour to me, my Uncle 
and Aunt forc'd me by all the Hard- 
ſhips and Severities imaginable , when I 
was but Sixteen, to marry Senex Tygaris, 
a Widower, of above four times my then 
Age; one whom I could not love, and have 
but too much Caule to hate; yet do! in all 
Things comply with my Duty, and nothing 
ſhall ever make me violate my Faith. His 
Eſtate is great enough, but he is very Pe- 
nurious and Moroſe, and very diftruſtful ; 
and becauſe l was Young, and thought 
Handſome, it was a ſufficient Cauſe for jea- 
louſy. But to prevent his being Jealous, I 
confine my {elf like a Nun; and when he 
admits of Company, which is but ſeldom, 
I deny my ſelf the Liberty in Converſa- 
tion, which is even neceſſaty to ſhew a due 
Reſpect to Gentlemen, and a due Regard 
to what they ſay to me. I take ſuch Care 


ob all my Looks, Words and Actions, that 


al tho' he is ſo Diſtruſtful, he never cen- 
D 3 ſur'd 
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ſur'd my Conduct, or accus'd me of Im- 
prudence; but he will be jealous, without 
offering any the leaſt Reaſon for it. I 
have, indeed, had a ſtrict Regard to his 
Honour, and my own Virtue and Reputa- 
tion, and will ever continue ſo to do; and 
I have given him ſome real Proofs, that I 
have withſtood, and can withſtand, the 
greateft Temptations. 

My Uncle, as ſoon as he perceiv'd 1 
would comply to marry Senex Jygaris, had 
our Marriage conſummated in ſuch haſte, as 
not to ſtay for a Marriage-Settlement for 
me; he, perhaps, did ſo for fear | ſhould 
recede, or leſt Senex's Mind ſhould change 
upon making Terms; and my Uncle might 
vainly fancy he wou'd be ſo charm'd, as to 
do wonderous generous Acts after Marriage. 
But now, tho? I have done all that's poſ- 
{ible to pieaſe him, and never give him 


any the leaſt Cauſe to be diſpleas'd with | 


me; and tho' my Uncle makes himfelf a 
Slave to his Humours, yet he ſhews no 


Icchnation to make me any way ſecure of | 


a Maintenance after his Death, He has 
made a Will, but will not let us know what 


he has done for me; and his keeping it ſo 
lecret, does not give me any Hopes of what | 


might be reaſonably expected, and he may 


leave me in a ſtarving Condition; for his 


Love of his only Son Junion had induc'd 
him, upon marrying him to a Fortune, to 


ſettle | 
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ſettle an unintail'd Eſtate, ſo as to make 
himſelf but Tenant for Life to the whole, 
which debars my Claim of Thirds of any 
of his Real Eſtate; and tho' his Perſonal 
Eſtate is conſiderable, and every Day in- 


creaſing, yet l have no Hopes from thence ; 


for ſuch is his inconſtant captious Temper, 
that he ſoon hated his own beloved Son, 
tho? without any Provocation; and as his 
Son had no Child, nor he himſelf any other 
Child, that Reflection ſeem'd to incline him 
to marry again, in hopes of having more 
Children, and I having none as yet, makes 
him take no Care of me. But God's Will be 
done, I have been inur'd to Hardſhip, and 
am prepar'd for the worſt Event, and will 
never uſe any indirec, or diſallowable 
Means to extricate my ſelf from my pre- 
ſent Sufferings. My Uncle's and Aunt's 
il! Humours, and needleſs Severity, and 
their needleſs ſtrict Confinement of me, 
whilſt under their Care, made me almoſt 
weary of my Life; and the frightful - 
Threats they uſed in caſe of my Refuſal 
to marry Seneæ, forc'd my Compliance to 
the diſagreeable and unfortunate Match. 
Indeed | thought no State of Life could 
be worſe than what I endur'd at my Uncle's, 
nor could my ſuperior Relations, being 
Yourg, take caie of me, and ſo I com- 


ply'd. 


Bux 
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Bur if Senex is not very agreeable to 
me, I ſeem now to be ſo to him, or, at 
leaft, to be very indifferent to him: If he 
once thought I had any Beauty, it is grown 


familiar to him, and if I have any ſhare 


of Wit, yet Wit, Mirth, and young Com- 
pany are now his Averſion, and yet he is 
not willing to have me out of his Sight, 
But, alas! his Peeviſhneſs will not let him 
ſeem pleas'd with any Thing that I do, tho? 
Prudence induces me to uſe my beſt En- 
deavours to pleaſe him. He 1s, however, 
ſomething leſs ſuſpicious now, than when 
I was firſt Married, and was four Years 


younger, But Jealouſy ſeems to be his na- 


tural Temper, for he was always jealous of 
his former Wife, and, as I am inform'd, as 
much without a Cauſe as he 1s with me. | 
My Aunt being indiſpos'd, and advis'd | 
by her Phyſicians to uſe Santon Waters, Senex, | 
out of an odd Caprice, deſir d my Aunt to 
take me along with her; and Urſula, who | 
is a Gentlewoman, but without Beauty 
or Fortune, and has been long in Senex's 
Family, and appointed my Governeſs, was 


order'd to attend me to the Wells, and I i 
have never given her any Reaſon to be a 
Spy; but ſhe would not have left me a- 


lone with you, but as ſhe thinks you the 
beſt of your Sex; and being fore with rid- || 
ing, can't fit at eaſe, and ſo went to lie 
down. The Reaſon why Snex would have 
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Amicana go with her Aunt to the Wells, as 
ſhe, after her Marriage with Amicorus, told 
him was, that thoſe Waters were thought 
Proliffick; and, as he had one Child by his 
firſt Lady, he thought it was Amicana's 
Fault that he had none by her, but his old 
Age was the only Impediment. 

T 1x Roads are in many Places Rocky, 
and croſs the Country; for which Reaſon, 
ſaid Amicana, (continuing her Story) net- 
ther Sencx, nor my Uncle, would let their 
Coaches go the Journey; and we are out 
of the Way of Stage Coaches ; ſo have no 
other Woman Servant with us, and V-ſula is 
but little helpful, nor do we expect it; you 


ſee we treat her as a Friend; and, I think, 


you have ſome way inſpir'd her to be more 
Friendly than ever, at leaſt the ſeems ſo, 
whether ſincere, or not : But depending on 
my own Innocence, I have been free in 
commending you, and in acknowledging 
our great Obligations for your Civilities ; 
but ſhe was not-leſs free in praiſing you, 
and I was willing to try her Sincerity, The 
Reaſon why you. have not been told that I 
was Married, 1s becauſe of our Manner of 
Travelling, and that my Uncle would not 
have it known on the Road who he 1s, nor 
what his Eftate is, or who I am, other- 


Yviſe than his Niece; and ſo charg'd the 


Servants not to ſay any thing more of me. 


vou muſt needs obſerve that the Mei have 


two 
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two different Liveries, one being my Un- 
cle's Servant ; the other mine, which you 


a <£ 


ever you might imagine: Amicorus indeed, 
knew not what to think of the Different 
Livery of the Men Servants, or of Urſula, 
but by their Behaviour; but by what he per- 
ceiv'd in Amicauas Room at Marſhet, he 
thought Urſula was a Relation, or ſome 
way a Dependant on Par ſimont, for Amicana 
did command her as a Miſtreſs. Ami- 
cana only added to what ſhe had ſaid, that 
the was going Home, but firſt to her Un- 
cles, which was conſiderably out of her | 
Way, but he had promis'd, after a little 

Reft, to go with her Home; and there, 

ſaid the, he muſt leave me in a wretched 

State of Life. But I am arm'd with Pa- 
tience, and will religiouſly ſubmit to God's 
Providence, I have now, ſaid ſhe, disbur- 

then'd all my Grief to you, aſſuring my | 
ſelf you will never diſcover my Misfor- | 
tunes to any Perſon livirg ; and, I afſure | 
you, you are the only Perſon in the World | 
to whom I have ever told my Complaint. | 
I don't let the World know how unhappy | 
Jam, nor give People room to think me | 
ſo; I fay nothing of it but to my Aunt, | 
nor but very little of it to her neither; and 
if Senex did not in part ſhew 1t to the World 
by his Behaviour, what I ſuffer would never 
be known. But had not Love (tho it was 
ED DE _ virtuous if 
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virtuous Love) touch'd Amicana's Soul to 
the Quick, ſhehad not diſcover'd fo much to 
Amicorus. Her Prudence, alas! was a little un- 
guarded, butnot her Virtue, as the many At- 
tacks teſtify. Amicorus endeavour'd, as mugh 
as poſſible, to ſtifle his own Grief, for the 
Diſappointment of his New-born Paſſion, 
by knowing ſhe was Married, that his Sor- 
row might not appear to any Body but to 
her, to whom he ſhew'd how inconſolable 
he was both on that Account, and by his 
deep Concern for her Misfortune. He told 
her he ſhould ever bear an equal Share in 
her unhappy Fate, till he knew it was re- 
vers'd; and ſhould never have any Enjoy- 
ment of Life, till he knew that a period 
was put to her diſconſolate State: He 
would have added Pmething more in ex- 
preſs Terms, to ſhew his inviolable Atach- 
ment to her, but was prevented by Parſi. 
mont's waking, and coming into the Dining- 
room , where he found Amicorus alone; for 
Amicana, upon hearing her Uncle ſtir, ſtep- 
ed out to waſh and cool her Eyes, and, to 
prevent his taxing her with Imprudence in 
being alone with Amicorus, tho common 
Civility might well have been her ſufficient 
Excuſe. All Things werenow made ready for 
their proceeding on their Journey, and they 
ſet forwards, and went to Beltram, which 
was Ten Miles from Alboram, and there 
ſiop'd at an Inn, where their Way parted 


from 
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from Amicoruss, and where they muſt Þ} 2 
leave the Coach; and, indeed, Parſimont had It. 
a much nearer Way from Marſhet, if the ii 
Coach had not irduc'd him to go that Way; Je 
but going about, would now make it very 
late *ere he could ger Home, he having 
ftill Ten long Miles to go, but he could 
not be prevail'd on to ſtay at the Inn all 
Night, tho? he had complain'd very much 
of his Fatigue and Pain, and muſt needs 
ride a Horſe, Ten Miles in the Dark, and in 
Hilly, Rocky Way, and over a deep and 
dangerous Ford. All the Women ſhew'd 
a great deal of Uneaſineſs and Fear to go 
that Night, but all in vam. Whilſt their 
| Horſes were making ready, and they re- 
| freſhing themſelves, Amicana took a ſhort 
Turn in the Garden, apd when ſhe came 
back, ſaid ſhe dreaded to think of riding 
that Way in the Dark; and ſince that to go 
to his Houſe was Twelve Miles out of her 
Way, and as the Coach went Twelve Miles 
farther in her direct Way home (ſo that ſhe 
could very well reach Home on rhe Mor- 
row) ſhe thought it would be better they 
ſhould part there, except they ſtay'd all 
Night at Beltram. 0 
 PARSIMONT and Petula ſeem'd M7 
very much difſatisfy*d and diſpleas'd at her . 
' Propoſal. She anſwer'd, it was now fair WE 
Weather, and might be bad, when ſhe had I 
been ſome Days at his Houſe, and could Wi 
not 
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not then get Heme in leſs then two Days; 
that great Part of the Road was Rocky, and 
ill for his Coach to paſs ; and ſhe could not 
expect to have the Uſe of it ; that his Fit 
of the Gout increaſing, might make him 
unable to go Home with her as he intend- 
ed, and therefore beg'd they would let 
her go directly Home, Parſimont told her 
ſhe had no Regard for herſelf, or ſhe wou'd 
not think of lying at an Inn, and travelling 
the next Day without any other Atten- 
dance than Urſula and Dilley. Amicana an- 
ſwer'd, that conſidering his Indiſpoſition, 
ſhe did not ſee any Proſpect of her having 
any Body elſe to go Home with her from 
his Houſe, which was much farther. And 
Amicorus then took the Liberty to tell Par- 
ſimont, that ſince he would not be perſwad- 
ed to ſtay all Night at the Inn where they 
were, and that he thought Amicana's Fears 
of Danger were not needleſs, he would do 
himſelr the Honour to wait on her to the 
Inn ere ſhe propos'd to lodge, it being his 
Road, and but two Miles from his Couſin 
Benemer's, and that he wou'd wait on her 
Home the next Day, or as far as ſhe pleas'd, 
or ſhou'd think neceflary, and durſt war- 
rant the Coach ſhould be at her Service. 

P ARSI MO NT was fo much out of 
Humour at Amicorus's Propoſal, that, not- 
withſtanding his Obligations to him, he 
had no room left for common Civility; but 

| E told 
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told him he was an unworthy Man for ma- 


king ſuch an offer of Service, and had no 


Regard for a Lady's Honour ; ard that if 
the went that Way Home, ſhe was ruin'd 
for ever. Amicorus took no notice of Par- 


ſimont's Reproaches, or Cenſures; but very 


calmly reply d; © Sir, I have too great a 
* Value for Aa, 3, or any Lady's Ho- 


*nour, to do any Thing that is not entirely 


* conſiſtent with it; and tho' I believe 
© Amicana may with Safety, as to her Per- 
© ſon, and Security to her Reputation, go 
© Home Incognito as ſhe appears to be, at- 
© tended by ſo grave a Gentlewoman as 
4 Urſula, and by Dilley, who, I perceive, is 
© her Servant, and is not a young Fellow; 

© or eſpecially having the Coach ali the W ay 
Home, which 1 doubt not of; and that 
© her going that Way might be more eaſy 
© both to you and herſelf (conſidering how 
© unfit you are for Travelling) yet I ſhall 
* humbly adviſe her to comply with your 
Opinion. But Uyr/ula believing that going 
ſtraight Home would be more for her own 
Eaſe and Convenience, and not liking to 
ſtay at Parſimont”s Houſe, took the Liberty 
to ſay, that ſhe could not perceive why 


any Scruple ſhould be made to their going | 


the direct Way tome, but that it was 
much better ſo to do; which made Ammicans 
Pill inſiſt upon it. But Parſimont and Petala 
were ſo far from complying, that they fel! 

into 
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into an unſeemly Rage with both of them; 
which fo much affected Amicana, that, tho? 
ſhe was of a very mild Temper, ſhe had 
Spirit enough to reſent her own, Amicorus 8, 
and Urſula's ill Treatment; and told 'em, 
ſhe had been too much at their Command, 
and jubjec to their Humoprs, and would 
now take her own Meaſures: And being 
now come out of the Houſe, and all in the 
Inn Yard, and the Coach ſtanding ready, ſhe 
ſaid ſhe was their moſt humble Servant, 
wiſh'd them well Home, and good Night ; 
(for ſhe would not run the needleſs Ha- 
zards) which they were going to riſque) 


| of being drown'd, or dath'd to Pieces in 


the Dark, and ſo ſtep'd into the Coach, 
and call'd Urſula, and bid her Servant Dilley 
follow her. | 
P ARSI MO NT was now ſo diſtracted 

with Rage, that he bid Dilley, and his own 
Servant to take her out of the Coach, and, 
by Force, to ſet her on Horſeback, and for- 
bid the Coachman to take her at his Peril. 
Amicorus would have given the World to 
have had her gone his Way; but fear- 
ing Parſimont's il! Conduct might make 
Amicana's going that Way be of ill Conſe- 
quence, he ſtept to the Coach, and beg'd of 
her to comply with her Uncle's Humour, 
ſiuce to do otherwiſe might now make an 
unneceſſary Noiſe in the World, to her 
Prejudice; and there wanted not Spectators 
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to have done it. This ſhe was ſoon aware 
of, and very readily gave him her Hand 
to take her out of the Coach. But this did 
not make Parſimont and Petula leave railing, 
Amicana very calmly and re ſpectfully beg'd 
of them not to expoſe themſelves and her, 
but to calm thęir Spirits, that they might 
be in good Temper, and part with Amicory 
as friendly as they were oblig'd to do. She 


kiſs'd them, to ſhew that the was not irre- 


concilable on her Part, and deſir'd they 
would go again into the Houſe, that ſhe 
might dry up her Tears, and that ſhe 


might go away in a compos'd and decent] 


Order, which they conſented to ; and there 
ſhe, in a very handſome Manner, thank'd 
Amicorus for his good Offices, aſſuring him 
of a hearty Welcome at Senex's, if before 
he left that Country, he would make him 
a Viſit. Parſimont thank'd him too, in a 
ceremonious Way ; and made him a half 
Invitation to his Houſe, but excus'd him- 
ſelf on account of his own and Petula's In- 
diſpoſition, and told him he had neither 
Son, nor Daughter at Home to be ſuitable 
Company for him, they being both Married 


and gone from him. 
 "AMICORUS return'd his Compli- | 
ment, and moſt humbly thank'd Amicara, | 
in a particular Manner, for the Honour ſhe | 


did him, and wiſh'd her a good Journey, 
and all imaginable Happineſs ; which done, 
he 
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ind he kiſs'd them all, and fo they parted good 
did Þ Friends. | 5 
ng. ] AMICORUS perceiv'd a ſudden 
g'd Change in Amicana's Looks, and a ſhew of 
er, Þ Concern at their Parting; and, for his Part, 
zht he thought his Heart was torn with Force 
11 Þ and Violence from his Breaſt. He got into 
he the Coach, the better there to indulge his 
re- Sorrow, and very Penſive he fate all the 
ey Way, ſtill muſing on Amicana's Beauty and 
he bright Perfections, and reflecting on her 
unhappy Fate, and his own Diſappoint- - 
| ment, 

Wu N hearriv'd at his Couſin Bene- 
mer's, he found nothing there that cou'd re- 
lieve him, tho' he was receiv'd with the 
kindeſt Welcome; but he could not be 
Company, and pretended to have got Cold 
in the Rain, and deſirꝰd to go to Bed. But 
when in his Chamber, diſmils'd his Servant, 
and took a Pen, intending to deicribe that 
medly Hour of Tranſport and Torture , 
which alternately ſeiz'd him, whilſt he 
was alone with Amicana at Alboram; but he 
found it impoſſible to expreſs the Conflièk 
of his Soul, between the rapturous Joys 
that firſt poſſeſs'd it, when the wiſn'd for 
Opportunity to diſcover his Paſſion to Ami- 
cana appear'd; and the Pangs or Grief and 
Sor row that ſerz'd it, upon Amicana's relat- 
ing her miſerable State. He ſeem'd os if 
carry'd away with a rapid Torrent of Woe, 
BR; 7 or 
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_ Underſtanding. And this was his wretch- 


videntiallycome. 


he muſt conceal the Cauſe of it; and that 


ſpurney. (except what related to Amicana | 
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ar to be in ſome terrible Trance, or mor- 
tifying Dream ; or, as if his whole Frame 
of Body and Mind was ſuddainly Tranſ- 
form'd into ſome miſerable Creature, ſuch | 
as human Nature can have no adequate 
Idea of; or that can be deſcribed to human 
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ed Caſe, till he could refleck a little on 
the Change which Time makes in all 


Things, and thence hope it might 'ere 


long put an end to Amicauas Miſery, and 
begin a longer Series of their joint Feli- 
city, he being reſolved to wait with Pa- 
tience, *till that happy Change ſhould pro- 


AN p now by conſidering Senex's Age, 
and reminding himſelf of Amicana's Re- 
ſpect for him, Cc. with this Foundation 
of Hope he calm'd his anxious Spirit, 
and went to Reſt. But large Remains of 
Grief would oft accoſt him, even amongſt 
the moſt agreeable Company, and plea- 
ſant Diverſions. He found it would be 
Imprudent to diſcover his Sorrow whilſt 


he muſt unavoidably. ſtifle - it in his own 
ſuffsring Breaſt. . 

B o r as he found it neceſſary to tell Be- 
nemer; with whom he had travelPd from 
Haumontz and that it would be diverting 
to give him the whole Account of their 


and 
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and himſelf ) in particular; this gave him 
an Opportunity of hearing Benemer and 
Clariſſa , his Lady, give Amicana a moſt 
excellent Character; and they were not utter 
Strangers to the Character of Sene Haris, 
and of Parſimont and Petula, tho* they had 
but little Converſation with them. 

W HiLST Amicorus was heffitating on 
what Pretence he could unſuſpected take a 
Journey to Vphorum which was near Senex's 
Seat, thinking when he was ſo near Ami- 
nicana, he might very: well be allow'd to 
make her a Viſit of Complement; Bene- 
mer and his Lady were invited by Accoram, 
a Gentleman of his Acquaintance, to a 


| Horſe Race, and other Diverſions, at Vpho- 


rum, and were deſir'd to repoſe them- 
ſelves ſome Days before the Race began 
at his Houſe, which was in Sexex's Neigh- 

bourhood, | 
BENEMER accepted the Invita- 
tion, and deſir'd Amicorus would go with 
them ; he very readily anſwer'd he would 
wait on them, and did ſo with a great 
deal of Pleaſure. He then wanted no Pre- 
tence for waiting on Amicana, and it would 
have been a Fault not to doit ; ſoafter they 
had reſted one Day at Accoram's Seat, Ami- 
corus went to Sexex's Houſe, and found a very 
kind Welcome. Urſula, who firſt receiv'd 
him, ſhew'd a Joy at his Appearance, and 
told him Seneæ long'd to ſee him, having been 
| told 
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told how much they were all oblig'd to him. 


He did not expect to find an Opportunity 
to ſay much to Amicana a-part, and ſo had 
prepar'd a Letter to give her, which he 
found a convenient Time to offer to her; 


and, upon his aſſuring her, there was no- 


thing in it that could give her any Offence, 
or that was not allowable by the ſtricteſt 
Rules of Virtue, She receiv'd it; and when 
the had Opportunity read it, and ſhe found 
Time to tell him ſhe was pleas'd wich it, 
and would write him an Anſwer, but that 
ſhe could not do it whilſt he ſtayed there; 
but as he had perſwaded Seneæ to go to the 
Race, and that he had ſaid he would take 


her with him (which was indeed a Won- 
der) ſhe would watch for an Opportunity | 


to put her Letter into his Hand, 
SEN E X having been acquainted with 


Benemer's Father, and his Lady's Family, 


was very deſirous to ſee them, and to have 
ſome Diſcourſe with them „ which gave 


Amicara a very good Opportunity to convey | 


her Letter into Amicoras's Hand. 


SENEXs bringing his Lady to the | 
Race was the Wonder of all the Company; 
for he did not uſe to take her any where, 
much leſs to publick Shows. Nor did he | 
ſuifer her to go any where, or to ſtir out 
of Doors without Urſulz, or one Falaſiu, Þ 
in whom he much confided ; nor was Com- 
pany permitted to viſit her, except Wo- 


men, 
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men, and ſuch as would allow of Yrſula s 
being in the Company : Perhaps, he was 
ty afraid Men wouid come in Womens Cloths ; 
ad or that Women might come as Proxies for 
he ſome Young Gentlemen, which, indeed, was 
attempted, but in vain ; tor Amicana was 
o- not to be tempted. She had, indeed, a ten- 
e, der compaſſionate Nature, and always 
HL fewed it to all in Affliction, or under any 
5 Uneaſineſs of Mind; and was, in reality, 
id tender of Seneæ when he was Indi{pos'd, or 
t, in Pain. 
at Su x did not tell Auicurus all the par- 
„ ticulars of her Hardſhips, but by what he 
je I afterwards learn'd, ſome of them were too 
e groſs to name. It muſt needs, be grievous 
(not to mention the bodily Infirmities of old 
Age) to be always with one who would ſhow 
no Marks of Kindneſs, nor be pleas'd with 
what was done, at leaft, with ſome Degree 
of real Tendernef and Reſpect. Diſtruft and 
Avarice had made him keep her without Mo- 
ney, and but indifferent and grave Habit, 
to prevent her being too aluring; and, in- 
deed, heimade himſelf Wretched in making 
her Miſerable. But he was now in ſome- 
what better Health, and ſeem'd in ſo much 
better Humour, as to take Amicana to 


allow her more Freedom in Converſation 


Years older than when ſhe was Married, 
and 


the Race, and Gf not done with Deſign) to 


then before ; but ſhe was now above four 


46 Amicoras and Amicana. 


and might be allowed a little more Li. 
berty. But this was allowed but by fits, 
and, perhape, on purpoſe to ſeek Occaſion 
to accuſe her, and to excuſe his ill uſing 
her, and his leaving her in no better Cir- 
cum ſtances than he did; for ſhe was grown 


more indifferent to him, tho' without gi-| 


ving him any Occaſion for it. But Love, 
in a Temper, like his, could prove but a 


ſuddain Flaſh, or ſhort Blaze, and ſoon be | 


out: And, even being unable to anſwer his 
own vain D-</ires, made him uneaſy to ſee, 
and almoſt to hate the Objett of thoſe fruit- 
leſs Deſires, and yet he often durſt not 
truſt her out of his Sight. 

Bur to remark no farther on this diſa- 
greeable Marriage, 1 ſhall now ſhew you 


Amicorus's Letter, and Amicana's Anſwer. 
Amicorus to Amicana. Madam, The ſud- 


© dain Interruption that was unhappily put 
© to our Diſcourſe at Altzram, makes it 
© neceſfary* for me to beg leave, by this 
© Letter, to tell you what is requiſite, to a 


right Underſtanding between us. I hum- | 
© bly beg Pardon for the Liberty, which 
© want of Time and Opportunity, forces | 
me to take. I had diſcover'd my Paſ- 


< fion far you, and you had expreſſed a 
friendly Reſpect for me, but, perhaps, 
* you might not always remain fully ſa- 
© tisfied, whether I meant honourable and 
* virtuous Love, or not. You might ima- 

gine 
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© vine, that I had then heard, that you were 


Married; and ſo only deſign'd to delude 
© you to a diſhonourable Converſation, or 
© Enjoyment; or that 1 may be vain 
© enough to flatter my ;eif with making an 
<ealy Conqueſt 5 but I ſolemly proteſt I 


„e neither knew that you were Married, nor 


© who, nor what you were as to Family, or 


|< Fortune, I was an entire Stranger in 
the Country, and your Beauty had charm'd 


© and captivated me at firſt Sight, and to 


I < encreaſe that ſudden Flame, I had Time 


© to obſerve that you were a perfect well- 
© bred Lady, and of a virtuous Behaviour, An 


© extraordinary Occaſion ſhew?d your excel- 


ent Temper, bright Genius, and prudent 
Conduct; all which combin'd to fix and revit 
my Love unalterably, on ſuch an unparal- 
© lePd Object of Love; but I thought I 
© perceiv'd ſome ſectning Reaſon to appre- 


©hend that you were not Married, but 


© at your Uncle's Diſpoſal, and I was re- 
©folv'd not to diſcover my Thoughts, or 
© apply my Suit to him. And I humbly 
© aſſure you, Madam, that after you had 
© told me of your Marriage, in the friendly 
© Manner you expreſs*d your ſad Fate, I 
had the ſame good Sentiments of your 
© Virtue as before, Nor did it create in 
© me any vicious Deſire, or ſiniſter Deſign. 
© And the excellent Character which I now 
find the World gives you, fo highly en- 
| © creaſes 
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© creaſes my Eſteem for you, that I could 

e wvith Patience wait as long to obtain you in 
© Marriage, as Jacob did for his fair Rachael. 
© 1 cannot be ſo wicked as to with Senex's 
Death; and am far from imagining you] 
don't entirely reſign your ſelf to God's, 
Providence, but, as in all human Probabi- 
© lity, he may not live many Years; and as 
© want of Time and Opportunity forces me]; 
© not to delay my humble and ſincere Pro- 
< poſals, I beg, and hope, you will at leaſt| 
© pardon me; and as my ardent, virtuous 
and unalterable Love for you, makes me 
c peremptorily Importunate, I humbly beg | 
© leave now ſolemuly to promiſe, and faith- 
c fully to aſſure you, that I will wait your 
© being free, and at your own Diſpoſal ; and 
© will then be yours on your own Terms, if 
© you will condeſcend to promiſe, then to 
© make me Happy, in :being yours forever, | 
© The Favour I ask is an unuſual one, but 
© the Caſe between us is ſingular. Yet, | 
© however, great my Paſſion is, I ſhould not 
© preſume to ask any ſuch Promiſe, had you 
© not declar'd a more than ordinary Reſpect 
© for me: And pardon me, dear Madam, 
© if I take the Liberty to ſay, it was in ſuch | 
© a Manner expreſs'd, as, I wow'd flatter | 
© my ſelf, ſeem'd like Love. But, indeed, 
© it appears to be ſuch a virtuous Love, | 
© as I ſincerely believe is entirely free 
c from the leaſt impure Deſire, or criminal 
13 Thought; 3 
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Thought; nor will I ever ſeek your Love, 
© but with ſtrict Virtue, and in honourable 
Marriage: And ſo far am I from deſiring 


any other Enjoyment, that tho* I cou'd 
2 © wiſh never to be out of your Sight, yet 
2 © I conſider that my taking a few Opportu- 
2} © nities to ſee you, or to find ſome Pretence 
to live near you, tho? in the moſt innocent 
Manner, might expoſe you to Cenſure : 
And I am therefore preparing to go farther 
from you; but not without Hopes that 
el may by Letter converſe with you in a 
„friendly Manner, or ſome way oft hear 
(of your Health and State. I am advis'd 
and inclin'd to ſtudy the Law at Carentam, 


* which may be of good Uſe to me, tho” I 
* intend not to practice Law ; and there are 
* ſome other Things neceſſary for a Gen- 
* tleman to know, which may be learn'd 
© there better than elſewhere, 

know you have a juſt Value for your 
Reputation, and I humbly aſſure you ſo 
* have I; and wou'd defire nothing that 
may be in the leaſt prejudicial to it: But 
* I hope a friendly Letter Correſpondence 
*cannot injure you: And I muſt humbly 
© beg you will, if poſlible, condeſcend to 


* converſe with me in that Manner; which, 


if you vouchſafe to do, that Favour will 
give me the higheſt Delight that I can, in 


| * your Abſence, poſſibly enjoy in this 


World. And I ſhall never be eaſy with- 
F © out 
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© out ſome way hearing oft' of, or from you. 
« You may Pleaſe to write to me as if to 
© one of your own Sex, and may inſtruct © 
© me how I may ſafely direct to you: And | 
© if you ſhall pleaſe to grant this my hum- 
© ble Requeſt, I afſure you I will never Ml 
© abuſe your Favours, or write any Thing, Ml 
< that, if intercepted, can give any Occa- 
< ſion for Cenſure, or Scandal. 

* I humbly beg you'll favour me with a 
Line in anſwer to this, if poſlible, whilſt Þ 
© I ſtay here, which will infinitely oblige | 
* your moſt faithfully devoted, &c. 

A MICAN A's Anſwer was as follows, 
Amicana to Amicorus. Sir, I read your 
© Letter with the greateſt Pleaſure; not only 
© becauſe it ſhews, that what you aſſur'd 
© me of its inoffenſive and innocent Defign is 
© real Truth, for that Idid not at all diſtruſt; | 
© but it muſt needs be very pleaſing to have 
repeated Confirmations of your real and 
© fix*d Virtue : And it gives me a great Sa- 
© tisfaction to have your.candid Opinion of 
my Conduct. But yet, when I reflect on 
© what happen'd, when we were alone at Al- | 
© boram, and on my Reſolution to part from 
© my Uncle, and to go your Way from the 
© Inn at Beltram, leaves ſome room to doubt 
© whether you would always retain the þ 
« ſame favourable Sentiments of me. And, 
© lam glad your Letter gives me a kind 


© Occaſion, and allows me Opportunity to 
| ; © excule |! 


Amicorus and Amicana. 51 


© excuſe and juſtify my ſelf on both thoſe 

© Accounts. You might, perhaps, ſome- 
© time hence, calmly conſider of thoſe Inci- 
© dents, ſo far, as to believe it was your 
© ſudden Tranſport, and exceſs of Love, 
that made you judge ſo kindly of me: 
And at laſt determine that I was not enti- 
f rely innocent in my Thoughts and Inten- 
© tions. But, indeed, had I never found 
© an Opportunity to ſet that Matter in a 


true Light, I ſhou'd have had this Com- 


© fort left, that you wou'd never have 
cheard any thing of me, that, with any 
© ſhew of Juſtice, could have induc'd you to 
think me guilty of any, even the leaſt cri- 
© minal Deſire, or Deſign. And I hope, I may 
© ſometime have Opportunity, to ſhew you, 
© by ſufficient Teſtimonies, that I have with- 
© ſtood the greateſt Temptations, amidſt 
© my intolerable Confinement with ſo diſ- 
© agreeable a Companion, and tyrannical 
© Maſter : And Time may farther ſhew you, 
that I ſhall ever have the higheſt and 
* ſtricteſt Regard to Honour, Juſtice, Vir- 


tue and Reputation: And now to excuſe 


* myſelf, to my own Satisfaction, for what 
* paſt between us, and to confirm your good 
* Opinion of my Innocence, I hope you 
* might plainly perceive, as well as favour- 
* ably believe me, that in the Diſorder T 
*was in, whilſt alone with you at Al- 
* boram, when 1 felt an inexpreſſible Trou- 
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ble in my Breaſt, I was as inſenſible off 
© any Thing, as if I had been really Dead, 
till my fainting Spirits were a little re- 
© cover®d ; and then, I remember, I ſtarted, 
© amaz'd to think where I lay'd my Head, 
© and how long I had been ſupported in 
© your Arms: But I was far from imagining 
© that you had offer'd any Indecency, 10 
* found no Cauſe to be angry, but rather to 
thank you for your Care and good Office.] 

<THEREs was ſeveral Things concur'd Þ 


to induce me to tell you my Misfortune ; 


© but it was my juſt Opinion of you that 


* fix'd my Reſolution to difcloſe my Sor- 


© rows to you; in doing which, if I ſeem'd 
© over free, or any how unguarded, the Con- 
© fuſion I was in, might, I hope, excuſe 
© me: Vet I ſhall now freely tell you, that 
were it to do again, and upon mature 
© Deliberation, conſidering it as the only 
© Opportunity I cou'd expect; I think 1 
© ſhow'd not have been very much more re- 
« ſerv'd in my Diſcovery of my Thoughts, 
But, indeed, had I been unmarried, 1 
© ſhou'd, after your diſcovering your Paſ- 
«© fion, have conceaPd my own Sentiments, 
© as long as Prudence cou'd require it; as 
© there cou'd, in that Caſe, be no Objection 


© to your Admiſſion to ſee me, as oft? as was 


© proper, for you to continue your Addreſſes, 
© Or, as the Caſe is, I being Married, had 
© you been indifferent to me, and I 8 

5 © had 
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© had a fix'd Opinion of your Virtue, I 


* ſhou'd only have told you I was Married, 


and defir'd you to find another Subject; 
* which, if you had not done, 1 ſhou'd in- 
* ſtantly have left the Room. But what if 
© I ſhou'd now own, that I had too great an 
* Eſteem for you, and Confidence in you, 
not to give you ſome Hopes that we might 
in Time be happy together; and was wil- 
ling to encourage you to hold ſome un- 
* blamable Correſpondence with me; and, 
* indeed, I cou'd not think of acting ſo as 
* to prevent your offering a Deſire to con- 
* tinue our Acquaintance. And now I muſt 
* aſſure you, I had no other private Defign 
in parting from my Uncle at Beloram, than 
*to excuſe my ſelf for what had paſt at 
Alboram; as being moſt unwilling to ſuffer, 
in the leaſt, in your Opinion; and I own 
*I was willing to make a farther Tryal of 
your Virtue, I thought I might find half 
dan Hours Opportunity at Taedon, to try 
whether your ſeeming Cauſe of Miſap- 
* prehenfion might prompt you to make 
* ſome falſe Attacks, to diſcover whether 
© my Virtue was ſuch in reality, as I had 
* affirm'd it to be: Or, that if your Virtue 


* was not as true, as it now appears to be, 


you wou'd make ſome Attempts to ſatisfy 
© a baſe Deſign ; and if the firſt had been 


* the Caſe, I ſhould have diſcover'd your 


* doubting of my Innocence, and have had 
| F 3 the 
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t the Satisfaction of clearing my ſelf; And 
* if the latter had been your Deſign, which 
© muſt needs have diſtinguiſh'd it ſelf, l 
© ſhould have given you Reaſon to know, 
© that 1 ſhould, from that Moment, have 


+ abhor'd and deſpis d you; and if 


© that very Inſtant had not diftinguiſh'd 
your Intentions, Time, and your future 
Behaviour, muſt needs have prov'd it 
beyond all Doubt. And I own, nothing 
© but my high Efteem for you, could have 
© prevaiPd on me to run that Hazzard. But 
< what need 1 mention Eſteem, when it 
© wou'd be Folly to deny, that I Love you: 
©1 freely own I. do, and only you, in any 
© high Degree ; but, indeed, it is with a vir- 
© tuous Love, in the ſtricteſt Sence; and | 
c you ſhall find it ever continue a pure and 
* lambent Flame. And now I will frankly 
_ © confeſs (what I imagine you in part per. 
c ceivꝰd) that my Heart was as thoroughly 
ce pleas'd at the firſt Sight of you (at Hau- 
ont) as yours cou'd be when you firſt caſt | 
& your Eyes upon me: You, at that Time, 
«{zem'd to be in a ſudden Tranſport; and 
c. ſo, indeed, was I. I had never, till then, 
© felt the piercing Dart of Love enter my 
© Breaſt ; nor cou'd it be expected in ſuch | 
4 diſagreeable forc'd Marriage: But if 
«my Marrying was a Fault, however, preſ- 
« ſed to comply, it may be forgiven one of 
Sixteen, and my Sufferings may * 
> : 5 5 c for]. 
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for it; and it ſhall be my only Fault, for 
[ will never tranſgreſs, what is become 
my Duty, but ever ſtrictly perform it, 
till Time ſhall diſſolve the Obligation. I 
© will love Senex as well as I can, and will 


© neither hate, nor injure him, nor revenge 


© my own ill Treatment, for which I pray 


God to forgive him. But now, Amicorus, 
let me a little farther conſider the Caſe 
between us; it might, with ſome ſhew of 
$ © Reaſon, be ſuppos'd, after the Diſcovery 
| © 1 have made, of becoming a ſudden Cap- 


© tive to Love; that had we been alone at 
our firſt Interview, I might have fallen an 
*eaſy Prey to a diſhonourable Conqueſt, 
© had you attempted it. But, I think, it's 
© hardly to be imagin'd, that any Man (ex- 
* cept a meer lewd Profligate) wou'd have 
made any rude Attempt fo ſoon; and, I 
think, and am perſwaded, that neither 
© Force, nor inſinuating Perfuaſions, cou'd 
© have extorted a Compliance in me to any 
Man, much leſs to an abſolute Stranger, 
© however much I might have lik d his Per- 
*ſon: And a little Time wou'd have taken 
off my Surprize, and have put me upon 
*my Guard; and my fix'd Reſolution 
© wou'd then have enabPd me to have diſ- 
appointed, and render'd abortive, any 
© baſe Attempt. And now to anſwer your 
*Requeſt, tho? you ask nothing that is in- 
© conſiſtent with ſtrict Virtue; yet J can't 
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© think it entirely equitable to grant your ( 
« Requeſt, with reſpect to your ſelf; for you 
bare Free, and Iam Bound, But as there 
„is no Time for defering my Sentiments, Ie. 
c my good Opinion of you leads me now. 
© to give you this poſſitive Anſwer. And I. 
© ſhall, on my Part, make no ſcruple to. 
© aſſure you, that were I free, it would be .. 
& the utmoſt of my Wiſh to be yours: But 
it can't be juſt for me to expect you ſhou'd 
© wait for ſuch an Uncertainty as my Re. 
< leaſe, For Senex is unexpectedly reſtor'd 
© to ſuch a State of Health, that he may 
© probably. live many Years, and may pol- 
© ſibly bury me. And why ſhould you looſe 
© your Time on a doubtful Expectation, 
when you may ſo tar wean your Affection 
© from me, as to Love, and be Happy in 
© Marriage with another! I have ſhewn 
© you why I car't in Juſtice accept your of- 
© fer'd Promiſe; and, on the ſame Account, 
IJ ought not to give you mine. Let it be 
© ſufficient, dear Amicorus, that we vow an 
© inviolable Friendſhip ; and I ſolemnly aſ- 
© ſure you I will be entirely directed by 
© you, when, if ever, I am at Liberty ſo to 
© be. In the mean Time you will be per— 
© fettly in the right, to go to the Capital to 
© finiſh your Study, and increaſe your 
© Learning, in whatever may tend to com- 
© pleat ſo worthy a Gentleman. The Plea- 
< ſure of ſeeing you, ſhou'd you continue 
5 0; 
1 
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Las you ſhall appoint. I have inclos'd two 
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ein this Part of the World, cou'd be but 
© ſeldome, ſhort, and dangerous; and under 
© Reſtraint and Uneaſineſs: And would be 
© follow*'d by long, anxious, painful Re- 
flect ions; which Diſtance, and continu'd 
* Abſence, will, in ſome Degree, moderate; 
and will render Hope and Expettation 
© more eaſy. And, as you rightly obſerve, 
© your very being in this Country, might 
© give occaſion for Cenſure. ey 
am very willing to embrace the diſtant 


| © Converſation you defire ; but it can be but 


© ſeldom, for you muſt direct for me at Senexs 
© Houſe, and frequent Letters may give Suſ- 
© picion, Had Ia truſty Friend, to whom you 
© might encloſe your Letters to me, Acci- 
dents might make a Diſcovery, to your 
© Prejudice and my Ruin. But the only ſafe 
Way we can correſpond muſt be this; I 
© have a Relation, with whom I deſire you 
* ſhould be acquainted, whoſe Name is Lu- 
*cinda; a Young Lady about my Age. We 
*were bred up together, 'till my Father 
*died, and we love as Siſters: She 1s much 
in Town, or if not, my Direction is the 
* ſame, I am allow'd to correſpond with 
* her about once a Month; and I ſhall give 
her ſome Reaſon for making our Inter- 
courſe of Letters leſs frequent than uſual ; 
and ſometimes write to you; which I ſhall 
direct to you, by her Name, to ſuch Place 


of - 


 * tice of. Or, it may be reaſonably thought 


Diſtance of Time, and be content to | 
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* of her Letters, that you may imitate her 
Hand and Stile, which l imagine you will 
* eaſily learn, for ſhe writes a plain round 
H and: And it will be necetſary that you con. 
fine your ſelf to ſi TI conn write 
* upon, and to their uſual Way of Writing, 

Lr it be ſufficient that we can 
* that Way know, of each others Health: 
And as for my directing to Lucinda at two 
different Places, I ſhall be ſo cautious, as 
© to ſend them to the Poſt-Houſe, by differ. 
© ent Perſons. And ſo ſeldom as once a 
Month, will prevent its being taken no- 


© that ſhe (as well as others) ſometimes 
© changes her Lodgings ; all which Precau- 
tions, will, 1 hope, effectually prevent any 
© jealous Surmiſe. As I write to you by 
© her Name, I ſhall call her Fidelia, and to 
© her, call you Fidelius, to prevent Diſco- 
© very. I imagine you will be in Town in a 
* Month's Time, and then I hope to ſee that 
© you canimitate Lxcinda's Hand, ſo well, as to 
* deceive even me. It may be three Months 
ere ſhe goes to Town; and then I ſhall 
© tell her, | recommended you when here, 
© to her Acquaintance. And I deſire you to | 
© wait on her ſometimes, and then you muſt 
© expect to hear from me, but at double 
know by her Letters alternately, how [ | 
am. But ſhe ſhall know nothing of my | 
| _ © writing 
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«writing to you, for Confidents are need- 
©leſs. You will find her, when in Town, 
Cat I think I need not add, but my 
good Wiſhes for your Proſperity, and 
(that I am entirely, and faithfully yours, 
c. 

Wu EN they (parted at the Horſe Race) 
their Eyes bid each other a kind Farewel; 
and Amicorus, after a ſhorter ſtay at Bene- 
mer's, than he intended, rode to his Aunts; 


and telling her the Neceſſity of his ſpeedy 
Return to the Capital to finiſh his Studies; 


ſhe being a Lady of Reaſon would not keep 
him from it to his Prejudice. He had every 
Day practis'd to imitate Lucinds!'s Hand 
and, on his Arrival at Carentam made 
ſome enquiry of Lucinda, as by Amieana's 
Commands ; and having inform'd himſelf 
of the State of her Health, and of other 
Relations, which ſhe uſed to mention in her 
Letters ; he then wrote to Amicana, and 


| kept ſo cloſe to Lucinda's Hand, and Manner 
of Writing, that if the Letter had not men- 


tion'd a new Direction, ſhe ſaid ſhe ſhould 
have thought it to be the real Lucinda's Let- 
ter. Love, which makes the hardeſt Task 
ſeem eaſy, had ſo far inſpir'd Amicoruss Ge- 
nius, in learning that Leſſon, by which Means 
their Correſpondence was long unſuſpected. 
WHEN Lucinda had been in Town 
ſome Months, Amicana wrote to them 


both, to know their Opnion of each 


others 
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other, and was highly pleas'd with their 
reſpective Anſwers. 

Su found their Acquaintance was grown 
very friendly, and that Lucinda might be 
eaſily won to love Amicorys ; and, indeed, 
ſhe did love, or like him at firſt Sight, tho 
with Moderation; but yet ſo as that {he 
could not. think of Marrying any other Per. 
ſon if he would Marry her. And tho” Amican 
had no ſuch Deſign when ſhe parted from 
him, yet now, as Senex's Health ſeem'd 
»ſtabliſh'd, and that either Grief, or an 
unneceſſary Ule of Sandon Waters, or both, 
had brought upon her an ill State of 
Health, which was like to prove a ling'ring 
Death; ſhe now wrote to him in good Ear. 
neſt, for the above Reaſon, to wean his 
Thoughts from her, and to ſet his Affecti- 
ons upon Fidelia (i. e. Lucinda) in whom he 
would find all that he could expect in Ami- 
cana; beſides the Addition of a very con- 
ſiderable Fortune, which was necefſary for 
him, and would render all his Circum- 
ſtances eaſy. Her Manner of Writing on 
that Subject, was, as if it were, to perſuade 
Lucinda to encourage ( Amicorus by the 
Name of) Fidelius, to court Fidelia (i. e. 
the real Lucinda) and this ſhe preſs'd him 
to do in ſeveral Letters, but all in vain; he 
reſolving to keep his fix d Reſolution, never 


to think of Marry ing any one but Amicana, | 
7; 
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at leaſt whilſt ſhe liv'd: Tho* Lucinda ws 
both in Beauty, Genius and Temper, equal 
to Amicana, beſides the Advantage of For- 
tune. And Amicana wrote to the real Lucinda 
to recommend Fidelius (i. e.) Amicorus, to her 
for a Husband; and ſhe was anſwer'd by her, 
that tho' ſhe bel ie vd he had a juſt Reſpect and 
Value fortheir Sex, yet ſhe could not diſcern 
that he had the leaſt Inc lination to Marry. A- 
micana, however, wrote once more to Ami- 
corus, to prevail with him to alter his Reſo- 
lution : But, notwithſtanding all Precau— 
tion, ſome Umbrage was, by this Time, 
taken of her Writing more frequently than 
uſual, and directing to Lucinda at two Places. 
Urſula, who was always a very Hipocrite, 
but never before had fourd any Pretence 
to accuſe Amicana, nor any juſt one now, 
was baſe enough to think of advancing 


\ herſelf by attempting Amicana's Ruin; and 


for that End inſinuated to Senex, that ſhe 
imagin'd Amicana had ſome Intrigue in 
hand; and told him, if he pleas'd, ſhe 
would have her next Letter brought to him 
to ſee. what ſhe wrote. 5 

SEN EA, notwithſtanding the extraor- 
dinary Proofs, which Amicana had before 
had Opportunity to give him, of her un- 
ſhaken Virtue and Fidelity, was ready to 
take Fire at every ſeeming Spark; and 
Jealouſy being his Temper, and now 


rouſed from its Slumber, he approv'd of 


G Urſula's 


io 
K 
1 
1 


a Turn: And thus, without all Foundation, 


away from Senex, her Death will make it 
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Urſula's baſe Inſinuation and Counſel, She 
intercepted Amicana's Letter and brought it 
to him, which he read, and ſeems to have 
bid her read it, and give him her Opinion 
of it, as appears by the Sequel. The Letter, 
firſt mention'd Senex's good State of eſta- 
bliſh'd Health, and her own continu'd In- 
diſpoſition, to be without Hopes of Re- 
covery. And after mentioning ſome indif- 
{erent Things, purpoſely to divide her in- 
rended Application from the Reaſons above 
given for ſuch Advice.; ſhe then preſs'd 
Lucinda, by all Means, to prevail with F- 
delius not to delay his Overtures of Mar- 
riage to Fidelia, or it might prove too 
late (meaning, but not mentioning, that 
Lucinda was courted by a Gentleman whom 
ſhe had no Reaſon to diſlike, and which he 
could not but know of, ſo was needleſs for 
her to mention. ) Different Senſes may be 
put upon, or apply*d to any Thing to ſerve 


or ſhew of Keaſon, this Letter, is by 
them, in Conſultation, conſtru'd to mean 
that Amicana is Fidelia, and Amicorus is Fi- 
delius; that ſhe is dying in Love for him, 
and if he don't come ſpeedily and take her 


too late; (not that any fictitious Names 
were uſed in their Correſpondence, only 
Amicorus and Lucinda were mentioned by 
other proper Names, as if they really he 

Other 
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other Perſons) Urſula, to make this Con- 
ſtruction ſeem more probable, told Seneæ 
what high Encomiums Amicana had given 
Amicorus at Marſhet; from whence it was 
thought evident, that ſhe was in Love with 
him, and therefore the reſt of their Sug- 
geſtions muſt needs be right. Amicana was 
calld for, and charg'd with holding In- 
trigues, under Pretence of being a Match. 
Maker, which, ſhe was told, did not become 
her ; and ſhe was prohibited all Manner of 
Correſpondence, and muſt neither write, 
nor receive any Letters. It was in vain for 
her to ſhew how groundleſs their Suſpicion 
was, Or to plead her own Innocency ; ſhe 
was now kept under ſuch Reſtraint, that it 
was wonder'd at by all the Neighbour- 
hood. 

Bu T Urſula did not think this Reſtraint 
ſufficient, but ſhe told Senex, that Amicama 
might ſtill correſpond with Amicorus, by 
means of ſome Confidant ; and that there- 
fore the only way. to prevent it, was for 
her to write to Lucinda, that, after a long 
Indiſpoſition, Amicana was Dead; which 
Senex approving of, ſhe immediately wrote, 
and directed the Letter for Lucinda at the 
Place where Amicorus uſed to receive Ami- 
cana's Letters : And reſolving to make ſure 
Work of it, or to try to diſcover ſome- 
thing, ſhe wrote the Poſt following to the 
real Lucinda, by the old Direction, to tell 

| G2 her 
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her that Amicana was Dead It was cer- 
tainly a very raſh and baſe Action; but ſhe 
knowing that Lucinda had no Acquaiiitaiice 
in that Country, believed the would wot 
quickly be undeceiv'd, and ſhe thought in 
reality that Amicana could not live lot g 
but her main De ſign was, at ai.y rate, to in. 

ſinuate her ſelf into e Favour , let 
who wou'd ſuffer by ic: And, indeed, this 
groundleſs Suſpicion was ſufficient to in- 
duce him to alter his Will, aud to give 
Amicana le ſs, and Urſuls more, than by lis 
former Will. 

Bur now we muſt leave poor Amican 
in her deplorable Diſtreſs, and caſt our 
Eyes upon the miſerable Amicorus. He 
was juſt preparing to wait on Lucinda, on ac- 
count of ſome Buſineſs which ſhe had defird 
him to do for her, when Urſula's Letter 
was put into his Hands, which brought the 
ſham Account of Amicana's Death; which 
plunged him into ſuch an Abyſs of Woe, 
that it was impoſſible for him to ſee any 
Body, or to do any Thing elſe but to La- 
ment and Mourn, both hers, and his own 
unhappy Fate ; and the better to hide his 
Sorrows, he went inſtantly into the Cour» 
try, without letting any Body know where; 
only he knew Lucinda would expect him to 
give her ſome Account of her Affairs; 
which he found impoſſible to do Per ſon- 
ally, but by Letter; and as ſhe 1 no- 
thing 
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thing of his Letter Correſpondence with 
Amicana, he did not think it proper, by his 
Letter, to mention her Death. to her; at 
leaſt, not 'till he had a little over- come 
the violent Shock of Grief, which, would 
be very unfit for her to know: But 
he wrote to tell her, that he could not 
yet finiſh her Affair, and to beg ſhe would 
pardon his not waiting on her, being oblig- 
ed to go, that Moment, a little Way into 
the Country, on account of a Friend, whoſe 
Life was diſpar'd of (but his ſecret Mean- 
ing was to mourn MAmicana's Death, and 
whoſe Life he muſt needs diſpair of) he 
told her if in his ſhort Abſence any Thing 
might be neceſſary to be done in her Af-- 
fair, if ſhe pleas'd to let him know it by a 
Line, he would write to a Friend in Town 
to wait on her about it, and one, on whoſe 
Capacity and Fidelity ſhe might depend. 
He fent the Letter by a Porter, his Horſes 
being at the Door, who was order'd to 


tell her that he was gone, for fear ſhe 


ſnould qeſire to ſpeak with him. But 'ere 
he went, he ſent for his Taylor, and order'd 
him to make him, with all ſpeed, a Suit 
of Mourning, and then took Horſe, | 
LUCIND A having a Letter the next 
enſuing Poſt from Urſula, giving an Ac- 
count of Amicana's Death; and, as ſhe 
thought ſhe ought in Civility, to write to 
tell Amicorus, that there was no need to 
G5 trouble. 
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trouble his Friend about her Affairs, but 
that ſhe would wait his coming to Town; 
the added, that ſhe was under the greateſt 
Affliction, on account of the Death of her 
dear Friend Amicana. Amicorus thought it 
would be unpardonable not to anſwer her 
Letter ; but was under a great Dilema 
what to write, or what to reſolve upon: 
Sometimes he was for reſolving never to 
Marry, but whilſt he liv'd to mourn Ami- 
dana s Death: Sometimes, that he would 
not think of Marrying for ſome Years; 
but, as he believ'd a Married State much 
happier than Celibacy, and that he could not 
call Amicana back, nor Benefit her by de- 
priving himſelf of Happineſs; and con- 
tidering, that if ſhe could poſlibly know 
it, the would rejoyce to have him Marry 
Lucinda; and that, indeed, Lucinda was in 
Perſon, the Picture, and, in all Keſpetts, 
the ſame as Amicana, and that he imagin'd 
her Equal was not to be found; and that, 
if he made any Delay, ſhe might be en- 
gag'd to another. Theſe Cogitations help- 
ed to break off the ſtrong Impreſſions of 
firſt Love, and to moderate his Grief for 
the Death of his beloved; and to make 
him think he ought to take Amicana's Ad- 
vice; and to comply with her preſſing De- 
fires, that he ſhould Marry Lucinda : And 
in the Concluſion, he wrote to tell Lucinda, 
that he was very much concern'd for the 

Death. 
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Death of Amicana, for his own Part, as 
having had a great Reſpett for ber as a 
Friend. But the Sence he had of her At- 
flition, on that Account, added very great- 
ly to his Sorrow; and humb'y beg'd leave 
to tell her, that he ſhould always bear the 
greateſt Share in what ever aftected her in 
any kind, which was a ſort of Qverture of 
Love he added, that his Friend being 
now dead (ſecretly meaning Amicana) he 
ſhould, after the Funeral, come to Town, 
and would do himſelf the Honour to wait 
on her, to receive her farther Commands, 
in relation to her Affairs. But Grief ſtil} 


ſate ſo heavy upon him, that he could not 


appear m Town, eſpecially not in Lucinda's 
Sight; and fo he wrote that he was Indiſ- 
diſpos'd, and ſtay'd near a Month. 

Dok ING his Stay in the Country, ſhe 
wrote a friendly Anſwer to his Letter, 
which oblig'd him to make an Acknow- 
ledgement of her Goodneſs ; which he did 
in ſuch Expreſſions, as ſhe afterwards 
owned ſhe took to be, tho' not in plain 
Terms, an agreeable Declaration of Love. 

ON Ins arrival in Town he-appear'd in 
Mourning, and being ask'd for whom, he 
ſaid a Friend, meaning Amicana, who had 
left him a good Legacy (ſecretly meaning 
Lucinda, whom e. had, in good Will, 
left him as a Legacy.) \Vhen he went to 
wait on Lucinda, her Grief: broke out a- 


freſh, 


| 
| 
| 
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freſh, and ſhe ſeem'd very Diſconſolate : 
And Amicorus much more felt ſad Pangs of 
Grief, which he endeavour'd to conceal; 
and, after a little while, he rally'd his 
ſinking Spirits, and frankly told her, their 
Caſe being the ſame, they muſt conſolate 
one another; and propos'd her doing him 
the Honour to permit him to conduct her 
to a Comedy, which he prevail'd on her to 
do, and ſhe own'd it had very much divert- 
ed her Sorrow. And now, without loſs of 
Time, he ſoon after diſcover'd, and plainly 
declar'd his Affection for her, which ſhe re- 
ceiv'd in a favourable and friendly Manner; 


and as ſoon as Prudence would admit (ha- 


ving diſcarded, and abſolutely refus'd al] 


other Pretenders) the agreed on Terms, 


and conſented to make him her Husband : 
And thus ſhe, who had been long courted 
by others 11 vain, at once gave her Heart 
to Amicorus. Their Marriage had not been 
long Conſummated, 'ere Amicana wrote 
to tell Lucinda, and Amicorus both, that 
Senex being unexpettedly and ſuddainly 
dead of a Fit of an Apoplexy, ſhe had now 
that Liberty to converſe with her Friends, 


which ſhe had for ſome Time been unrea- 
ſonably depriv'd of, and deſir'd to know 


how they did. This Letter gave Lucinda 
a great Surprize, but Amicorus a much 
greater ; but Lucinda knew not of Ami- 
corus's having a Letter from her, for he had 

| ever 
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never told her of having a Letter Corre- 
ſpondence with her: Nor can the ſtricteſt 


Ties of Friendſhip require to know what 


common Prudence difallows. And becauſe 
he would not have Lucinda imagine he 
wanted any other Motive to Love her than 
her own Merit, which, indeed, needed not 
ary Addition, he had not, 'till after their 
Marriage, told her that he had receiv'd one 
Letter from Auiicana, recommending her to 


him for a Wife; and preſſing it upon him 


as his real Intereſt, and ſureſt Happineſs. 
LUCTND A, as 1t was properly her 
Part to do, wrote an Anſwer to Amicana's 
Letter, that ſhe thought ſhe ought much 
rather to Congratulate her being Alive, as 
having believ'd her Dead, than condole, 
with her, the Death of Semex That, for 
her own ſake, ſhe had Reaſon to rejoyce, 
in knowing that her dear Amicana was 
Alive, and that ſhe could now freely con- 


verſe with her, and hop'd they might now 


enjoy a perſonal Converſation together, 


which ſhe ſhould eſteem as a very great 


Happineſs. She added, that ſhe was now 
experimentally ſenſible of her very great 
Obligations to her, for having ſhewn her 
kind Endeavours to be inſtrumental in her 
preſent Happineſs, in being Married to 


Amicorus; who, ſhe ſaid, excell'd all that 


could be ſaid of him, and was, doubtleſs, 
the beſt of Husbands. And that tho' ſhe 
believ'd 


@. 
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believ'd he was chiefly led by his own In. 
clination, yet ſhe had a greater Sence of 
Gratitude for her good Offices than cou'd 
be expreſs'd by Words; ; and that ſhe 
ſhou'd be very glad of all Opportunities to 
ſhew it in real Effects; and aſſur'd her, | 
that Amicorus had the ſame grateful Senti. T 
ments of her Friendſhip, and joyn'd with L 
her, very heartily, in wiſhing her Happi- 
neſs ; and in aſſuring her qf his friendly ; 
Endeavours to promote it; and concluded 
with deſiring a particular State of her : 
Health. . 
AMICORUS thank'd his now be- 
lov'd and wedded Lucinda, for ſpeaking his | 
real Sentiments in ſo juſt and kind a Man- 
ner: But he thought himſelf oblig'd to 
write privately to Amicana; and after ma- 
king ſome ſuch Compliments of Congratu- 
lation and Condolance, as Lucinda had done, 
he, in a very moving Way, told her how 
much his preſent real Joys were mix' d 
| with Sorrow, on her Account. He found 
himſelf very happy in Lucinda, and hear- 
tily rejoyc'd to know that ſhe was Alive, 
and reſtor'd to Health: And aſſur'd her, 
could he have imagin'd ſhe was Alive, he 
would never have ſought for Happineſs but 
| in her Arms. He heangily beg'd her 
Pardon for being too creduk imbelieving 


Urſula's Letter; but that her owft Account 
of herill State of Health had contributed 
to 


Amicorus and Amicana. 71 


to his want of ſuſpeCting her Infidelity ; 
and that he now thought it raſh Folly to 
the laſt degree, for Urſula to have offer?d 
at any ſuch Deceit: And after mentioning 
(as an Excuſe for his ſo ſpeedy Marriage) 
what is above-ſaid, and of his revolving 
Thoughts, upon his receiving Lucinda's 
Letter to him in the Country, and of what 
to write to her (as in Page 44) he then told 
her, all that was now to be done, was to 
continue that inviolable Friendſhip, which 
was all that ſhe of late ſeem'd to deſire, 
and beg'd they might now unite in a bro- 
therly and ſiſterly Love; and aſſur'd her 
that nothing ſhould be wanting, on his Part, 
to contribute to her Happineſs ; and wiſh'd 
ſhe would favour him and Lucinda with 
her good Company, as what they both 
of 'em earneſtly wiſh'd and long'd for, and 
beg'd to have a ſpeedy Account of her 
Health. | | 
AMICAN A's Surprize at the News 
of their Marriage, was as great, as the 
Account they ſent her of believing her 
Dead, But an innate Goodneſs and Juſtice, 
had, by degrees, contributed towards the 
changing her firſt flaſh of Love, into a ſolid 
Friendſhip. And ſhe wrote to both of em 
in a Letter to Lucinda, to with them Joy, 
and to aſſure them how much ſhe rejoyc d 
in their Happineſs, and told them ſhe had 
fully 
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fully recover'd her Health which ſhe never 


expected to do. 
S H x thought herſelf oblig'd once more 


to write privately to Amicorus, to tell him 


the had nothirg to accuſe him of, having 
before told him what the had Reaſon to 
believe to be true; that if he did not 
ſpeedily make his Application to Lucinda, 
it would be too late; and that his taking 
her Advice, when he believ'd her Dead, 
ſhew'd a grateful Reſpect to her Memory, 
and was the only Way to aleviate his 
Sorrows for her ſuppos'd Death ; that ſhe 
ſhould ever efteem him as a kind Brother, 
and doubted not but he would value her as 
a loving Siſter, 

S HRE thank'd 'em both for their kind 


Invitation, but ſaid nothing in either of 


her Letters of her own particular Affairs; 
or whether ſhe did, or did not accept their 
Invitation. But on their deſiring in another 
Letter to her, to know how ſhe inclin'd to 
diſpoſe of herſelf, as to her Place of 4. 
bode, &c. and to re- invite her, and preſs 
her to come to them. She then wrote, that 
Urſula's wicked Practices had fo far had their 
Effects, that ſhe had a great deal of Money ſeft 
her by Senex, but that ſhe herſelf had rot ſuf- 
ficient to keep her as a Gentlewoman. He 
had, as before-mention'd, alter'd his Will, 


tho? he might have been aſham'd to leave 
1 her 
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her ſo little as he had done at firſt, and 


Junion, his ſelfiſh Son being alive, ſhe had no 
Ex pectation of any Thing from him: And 
he left a Will for no other Reaſon but to 


cut off Amicana's Pretentions to his Perſonal. 


Eſtate, which was very conſiderable. But 
to make ſure Work of it, he had given it 
all away before his Death ; perhaps, as find- 
ing ſome Symptoms of an Apoplexy, which 
he, as an indolent, but willful ſullen Tem- 

er'd Man, conceal'd. He was aſham'd to 
allege his ill-grounded Jealouſy, as a 
Pretence for leaving Amicana ſo little ; but 


ſaid, he not only had no Fortune with her, 


but was oblig'd to give her Uncle Parſi- 
mont a conſiderable Sum for his forcing her 
to his Arms. Amicana had a Friend, who, 
ſeeing in what poor Manner ſhe was left, 
perſuaded her to give him leave to go 


to tell her Uncle Parſimont how Matters 


ſtood, and what Senex had ſaid, to ſee what 
Effects it might produce. Parſimont round- 


ly deny'd what Senex had ſaid of him, and, 


in great Indignation, ſhewed him his Re- 
ceipt for her Fortune : But that Receipt 
he had as a Thing of courſe ; tho' Sener 
had no Money for it: And he pretended 
to be ſo much offended at his being ſuſ- 
pected, that he would not ſee Amicana, or 
ſuffer her to come near him. And Petula 
being Dead, who was by much the kinder, 
be, tho her own Uncle, would take no 

| 8 Care 


74 Amicorus and Amicana. 


Care of her, nor do any Thing for her. But, 
indeed, his Avarice, which daily increas'd, 
would not ſuffer him to part with a Peny 
whilſt he liv'd ; and Shame would not let 
him ſee her, 

So that Amicana being far from Ami. 
corus and Lucinda, and having ſome anxious 
Thoughts which repelPd the Motives ſhe 
had to be with them, ſhe only repeated her 
Thanks for their repeated Invitation; and 
told 'em, ſhe thought it fitteſt for her to 
retire in Solitude to an obſcure cheap Place, 
as moſt ſuiting her unhappy Circumſtances; 
and that the muſt unavoidably deny her 
ſelf the Pleaſure of their moſt fgreeable 
Coftverſation. They were both extreamly 
concern'd at her Reſolution, to live in 
ſuch a very retir'd Way, and which wou'd 
deprive them of her deſirable Company, 
and hide a moſt valuable Jewel from the 
World, And they both, as with one Voice, 
agreed to write, that they would not have 
their Requeſt deny'd, and beg'd of her 
to fix the Time. And to encourage her, 
they afſured her, that Benemer wou'd, at 


their Requeſt, ſend his Coach to bring her 


to his Houſe, and thence to the Stage- 
Coach, which was but a few Miles off: 
And that they would fend Confido (an ho- 
neſt poor Gentleman, who was aſſiſted in 
his Suppont by Amicorus) to wait on her 
the reſt of the Way. 

73 [n. 
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AMICAN A, aiter many revolving 
Thoughts what to conclude upon, at laſt, 
reſolv d to accept of their kind Invitation, 
and wrote, that ſhe ſhould wait on them; at 


which they were very much pleas'd; and ſent 


Confido, deſiring him to let them know, by 
a Letter, what Day the Srage-Coach would 
arrive at their laſt Nights Lodging on the 
Road to Carentam: And, upon Notice, they 
took their own Coach, to conduct her from 
thence to their Houſe. Their Meeting 
gave them mutual Joy ; and they all liv?d 
together in the moſt agreeable happy Man- 


ner imaginable. 


Wu N Amicana had been about a Year 
with them, ſhe had an Account from a 


Friend, that Urſula, being accus'd of her 
vile Plot, to injure an innocent Lady, ſhe 


had joyn'd with Falacia, a wicked Wretch, 


who had before been guilty of a more cun- 
ning, and vile Contrivance, to ruin her en- 
tirely. And tho? Amicana had, *till now, 
kept that Part of her Sufferings Secret from 
them, ſhe now found it neceſſary to tell 
Amicorus and Lucinda of that horrid AC, 
and to ſhew them ſome Papers in her own 
Vindication, | 


FALACI 4 was a poor Widow Gen- 


tlewoman, who liv'd near Sener, and for 


whom he had ſome Reſpect, and oft” ad- 
| mitted to his Table, and was otherwiſe 


kind to her-: And ſhe being in grave Years, 
H 2 was 
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was one in whoſe Company he would allow 
Amicana to be, when out of his Sight. 
WuHen ſhe had been Married about 
two Years, and much talk was abroad a. 
bout her Confinement, Audatio, a bold, 
vain, poſſitive young Gentleman, in Senex's 
Neighbourhood, perſonable enough, but of 
no very great Eſtate ; he vainly 1magin'd 
that Amicana cou'd not diſlike him, and 
that it would be for her Intereſt to have 
Children ; and thought he might, by gain- 
mg her, advance his own Fortune, by Mar- 
ry ing her after Senex's Death; and brib'd 
Falucia to aſſiſt him in his wicked Enter- 
prize. He doubted not but Semex would 
believe himſelf to be the Father of her 
Children, and his Son Junion, having no 
Child, the Eſtate would deſcend to his 
Baſtards : And vainly imagin'd that he 
ſhould have the Management of the Eſtate, 
and the Enjoyment of all. And he thought 
Senex's Life could not be long, and that 
his imaginary Happineſs was near at hand. 


He offered Falacia a good deal of ready Mo- 


ney, and promiſed more as Progreſs was 
made, and an ample Reward upon his final 
Succeſs. On which Terms ſhe readily a- 
greed to ſerve his wicked Purpoſes ; and 
very cunningly ſhe acted her Part, tho' in 
vain. 

S ur had Opportunities enough to talk 


with Amicana alone; and after hr 
er 
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her for it, offer*d her a Letter from Au- 
datio, to which ſhe ſhew'd a high Diſdain, 
and, in due Time, a ſuitable Reſentment. 
Tho? Falacia had us'd abundance of artful 
Arguments, to induce her to hate Senex, 
and to favour Azdatio's Suit to her. She 


aggravated Seneæ's moroſe Temper,cauſeleſs 


Jealouſy, and her intolerable Confinement, 
and cruel Uſage : And highly commend- 


ed Audatio's handſome Perſon, ſuitable Age, 


and good Qualities ; and told her, if ſhe 
had no Children, Senex wou'd leave her in 
a ſtarving Condition ; and that the only 
Way to avoid it, was to bring him an Heir, 
THrar Sener now hated Junion, as much 
as once he lov'd him; and he having no 
Children, if ſhe brought Saen a Son, ſhe 
might do what ſhe pleas'd with him; and 
that when he was Dead, Audatio would 
Marry her, and make her entirely Happy. 
And advis'd her not to delay doing what 
was ſo neceflary for her Welfare. She 
ſaid Senex would entruſt her in her Hands; 
and ſhe having no Body with her but her 
Daughter Belama, a mear Child, ſhe might 
enjoy her Lover undiſcover'd at her Houſe ; 
for that Audatio might come there alone, 
a back Way, unſeen by any Body. But 
mne did not mention his Name, *till ihe had 
thus prepar'd the Way for it. And Ami- 
cana having arm'd herſelf with Patience 
to hear how ſurprizingly Wicked ſhe was, 
H.2 
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it gave her Hopes of Succeſs ; and ſhe 


thought, that Amicana wou'd not refuſe 
to read Audatio's Letter, and ſo ſhe noy 
preſented it to her. Amicana wonder'd that 
any. Wretch cou'd ſo ungratefully attempt 
to:betray one, by whom ſhe was oft? fed, 
and otherwiſe aſſiſted to Live, but took the 
Letter for her own Safety, imagining that 
Falacia's Diſappointment wou'd put her up- 
on a-malicious Revenge for the juſt Reſent- 
ment, which ſhe ſhow'd ſoon ſhew her. Up- 
on the firſt Appearance of which, ſhe fay 


Falacia look'd upon her with an invidious 


Bye ; andupon obſerving ſome Change of 
Countenance, and fearing that if her Name 


was not mention'd in the Letter, ſhe might 


make_uſe of it to her Prejudice, by pre- 
tending to have found it; and thinking, 
that. if her Name was mention'd in it, jt 
might be a Safeguard. againſt any ſpight- 
ful Attempt of hers, durſt not refuſe to 
take it. Nor did ſhe ſhew her Reſentment 
in Words; 'till ſhe had it in her Hands; but 
me reſolv'd if Falacia's Name was not in 
ik, to burn it before her Face. But finding 
her Name in the Beginning of it, ſhe, at 
that Time, read no farther, but tore it in 
ſeveral Pieces, and put it under her Feet, 
and then bid Falacia be gone that Moment; 
and if ſnhe would not force her to expoſe 
her, not to come to the Houſe any more: 
Rur ſhe told her, the only Way for her to 


obtam 
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ſhe obtain any Favour, was to diſcover all Au- 
uſe W datio's vile Attempts, and bid her make 
ow M what Excuſe ſhe thought fit for her Ab- 
nat WM ſence. | | 
pt SUR was far from having any Remorſe, 
ed, but went away in Anger, and ſtudying a 
he malicious Revenge. Amicana then pick®d 
at up, and plac'd together the Pieces of Au- 
p- 4atio's Letter, and read it, the better to 
know how to avoid any farther intended 
Miſchief, | 
SH RH faw he had us'd ſome Arguments 
to perſuade her, that ſuch an Incongruous, 
and forc'd Marriage, cou'd not, in Con- 
{cience, bind her, but that ſhe was free 1f 
ſhe pleas'd. Not that he would adviſe her 
to leave Senex, ſeeing he was not like to 
live many Years; and her leaving him 
would make a great Noiſe in the World, | 
to her Prejudice: But he was not ſo care- 1 
ful of that as of his own Intereſt, in get- | 
ting Senex's great Eſtate into his Hands, 
and ſecuring it to his Children. And (he 
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in wrote) that he hop'd, by Falacia's Aſſiſtance, | 

. they might frequently enjoy one anothers L 
at Company to their mutual Delight and Sa- {| 
in tisfaction. And he thought he might ſa- ö jd 
t, tisfy his Appetite without looſiig by it; 9 | 
45 or being ſo very chargeable to him, as | ih 
ſo keeping her wou'd amount to: And he | i 
+ imagiu'd her Compliance was very cer- 1 
ol tain, as being partly led to it, by the | 
[11 Vall 
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vain Opinion which he had of himſelf, 


and partly forc'd to it by her intolerable 
Hardſhips. 


WHarT a Villuay, ſaid Amicana, was. 


here attempted, under the ſpecious Pre- 
tence of Conſcience ? When, to ſay no more 
of it, the clandeſtine intruding an Impo- 
ſter into the Family, to deprive the right 
Heirs of an Eſtate, is horrid Injuſtice; and 
muſt needs bring a heavy Curſe with it, 
and entail a ſevere Judgment upon it. 
 AMICAN A's Thoughts fluctuated 
| a little, and ſhe could not quickly reſolve, 
whether to give Sener the Letter, or to hide 
It 'till ſhe ſaw a little farther what might 
follow. She was afraid, that if Falacia was 
more provok'd, ſhe, by the help of Urſula, 


might impoſe upon Serex's jealous Cre- 


dulity ſo far, as to make him believe that 


ſhe had not receiv'd that Letter by Falacia's 
Fand, but had ſhown it to Sevex- out of 
ſpight to Falaſia ; and might ſuggeſt to him, 


that ſhe had refund to aſſiſt her in that 


Amour, and prevent her firſt diſcovering 


the Intrigue to him, and ſo gain Confi- 
dence in him ; for ſhe found Falacia capable 
of any Miſchief, and ſo reſolv'd to conceal 
the Letter. 

FAL ACI 4% Diſappointment ſate 
heavy upon her: She was like to looſe 
Senex's Benefaction, and could expect no 
more Money from Audatio, without ſome 


farther. 
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farther Pretences of doing him effectual 

Service; and ſhe was reſolv'd to ruin Ami- 

cana by à malicious Revenge. And in or- 

#der to it, ſhe told Audatio, that Amicana 

had very favourably receiv'd his Letter; 

and tho? ſhe could not perſuade her to 
write an Anſwer, yet as ſhe had made no 

Objection to his Addreſſes, he ought to be- 
lieve that her Silence gave Conſent, And 
ſhe advis'd him to write again in a very 
pathetick Manner ; which he willingly did, 
and gave her the Letter to deliver to Ami- 
cana: And ſhe pretended ſhe had given it 
to her, and that ſhe ſeemed very much af- 
fected by it; but thought it too ſoon yet to 
write her Sentiments to him; and Falacia 
told him, he ought not ſo ſoon to expect 
it, for that Amicana was Young and Time- 
rous, and was very much diſcompos'd be- 
tween Love and Fear. But ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
doubted not but that another paſſionate 
Letter would touch her to the Quick, and 
enforce an Anſwer from her: 

_ AUD AT10 being fluſter'd with vain 
Hopes, filled Falacia's Hand with Money, 
and gave her a third Letter for Amicana, 1 
to which Falacia devis'd and wrote an An- 1 
ſwer, and gave it to him: And he knowing 1 
neither Amicana s, nor her Hand Writing, 18 
the Deceit eaſily paſs'd upon him. The 
Contents were as follows. i 
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S1 R, tho? I have taken ſome Time to 
* conſider of your Overtures of Love, yet 
©I muſt own it has not been altogether for 
want of my Approbation; and having 
* now vanquiſhed my Fears, 1 muſt tel] you, 
Jam of Opinion, that the Caſe between 
© us will not admit of any Dalliance, or De- 
© lay, I hope you'll not impute it to Weak- 
© neſs, or untimely Fondneſs, that I ſo 
* ſoon diſcover the Thoughts of my Heart 
© to you. I own I have, for ſome Time, had 
© a ſecret Eſteem for you, and am glad to 
© find you have ſo great a Value for me, 
© And as your moving and importunate Ex- 
© prefſions, leave me. no room to doubt of 
your Love, and J hope, not of your Con- 
© ſtancy; I freely declare I am of your Opi- 
nion, that I am not in Conſcience bound 
© to Senex Tygaris; nor can he prnporly be 
| © ſaid to be my Husband; and I think my 


© ſelf at liberty to make my own Choice; 


© but think we ought to act in the private 
Manner, which you prudently propoſe. 
*ANv if you'll firſt give me under your 
H and and Seal, a ſolemn Promiſe to Marry 
© me publickly after Senexs Death, I will, 
© out of a Pretence to walk with Falacia, 
© meet you at her Houſe ; but I defire you 
© may- be there ſome time before the ap- 
© pointed Hour, and watch that no Body 
© ſees you, to prevent Diſcovery. The back 
| Way 
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© Way 1s obſcure enough, and I hope free 
© from Oblervations. 

Bur I muft now tell you, that when 
ee are there, I ſhall require of you, in 
© her Preſence, to join with me in a ſacred. 
© Vow, to become in reality, and irreverſi- 
' bly (tho” privately) Man and Wife. Seneæ 
is very deſirous of an Heir, Junion having 
© none; and I think I ought to Honour him 
* for my own Sake, and by your Aſſiſtance 
*to bring him one; and ſhe appointed a 
Pay for their Meeting, if ill Weather did 
not prevent it: And ended her Letter 
with a kind Concluſion, and put Amicana's 
Name to 1t. | 

Some Folly, and ſome Impudence, ſaid 
Amicana, is always mix'd with villanous 
Cunning ; and ſuch appears in this Letter 
as well as in Audatios. She was reſolved 
to Eccho him in every Thing, to humour 
him, and not to be out-done in Iniquity by 
him; and ſo joyned with him in Opinion, 
that to bring a ſpurious baſe Breed into a 
Family, to deprive the right Heirs of an 
Eſtate, is very Innocent; and that Adul- 
tery,tho' againſt God's expreſs Commands, 
is no Crime; and Religious Vows muſt give 
a Sanction to the moſt horid Wickedneſs. 

AUD AT IO's other Letters were fill'd 
with common Expreflions of Love, and 
Romantick Repetitions , preſſing for an 
Anſwer, not worth Notice. He very joy- 


fully 
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fully receiv'd Fulacia's Letter, imagining it 
to be Amicana's kind Anſwer to his inſuf. 
ferable Requeſt, and gave Falacia a Letter 
to Amicana, full of his profound Sence of 
her Favours, and his moſt humble Acknow. 
ledgements of her condeſcending Good. 
neſs; declaring his joyous Conſent to her 
Demands, and preſſing for a more ſpeedy 
Interview, if poſſible. | 
FALACIA took his Letter, and had 
her next Contrivance ready, which was, to 
write another Letter in Amicana's Name, 
to tell him, that Seneæ being Indiſpos'd (as 
he really was) ſhe cou'd not poſſibly ftir 
from him at preſent, but if his Illneſs con- 
tinu'd long, ſhe would propoſe another Way 
to ſee him; and that he might depend up- 
on her being very ſteady in her Reſolution 
to be his, So 
AUDATIO was very ſorry for his 
Diſappointment, but thought he could not 
blame any Body for it. But Senex*s Indil- 
poſition continued for ſome Time, and he 
found that no Way was appointed for his 
meeting Amicana, which made him grow 
very impatient; and he wrote to impor- 
tune Amicana not to delay doing what ihe 
had promis'd to do. 
FAL ACIA being willing to get Mo- 
ney at any rate, and at all Hazards ; and 
finding it unavoidably neceſſary to go on 


in her Projects, as far as ſhe could; ſhe wrote 
— another 
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an other Letter in Amicana's Name, to tell 
Audatio, that the was impatient for an Op- 
portunity to meet him, and hop'd ſhe had 
now found a ſafe Way to do it at Home; 
for ſhe had complain'd of Urſula's Snoring 
(with whom ſhe lay during Senex's Ilineſs) 
and that her want of Reſt, by ſitting up 
with Sener, had made her too ill to be able 
to attend him any longer, and ſo had li- 
berty to lie alone. And that if he would 
come with Falacia the Night following, at 
Eleven, to the Garden back Door (when 
all the Family would, on account of 
Senex's Illneſs, be in Bed) ſhe could go out 
at a private Door (which was only bolted) 
into the Garden unheard, and let 'em into 
the Houſe, by ſlipping the Bolt of the back 
Door, which would make no Noiſe : And, 


after they had done what ſhe propos'd , 


they might diſmiſs Falacia; and if ſhe could 
not conveniently take him to Bed, ſhe 
wou'd paſs part of the Night with him in 
a Summer-Houſe in the Garden, This 
Letter he receiv'd with Joy, and hand- 
ſomely rewarded Falacia for her aſſiduous 
Offices: | 


Bu r now Falacia finding herſelf under 

a Difficulty how to come off, wrote another 
Letter as from Amicana, to tell Audatio that 
Senex being ſomewhat worſe, had one to 
fit up with him, which would make her 
going out very hazardous ; expreiles a very 
great 
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great Concern for the unavoidable Dela 
and promiſes, as ſoon as its poſſible, to be 
as good as her Word one Way or other, 

Bur after Sener was recovered, Falacia 
was at a loſs what Excuſe to make for any 
farther Delay. And Audatio grew very un. 
eaſy, not knowing what to think of the 
Matter. And Falacia finding no Way to de. 
ceive him any longer, reſolved to ruin 
Amicana, as ſhe all along intended to do, 
when ſhe could no longer conceal her own 
'Deceit;, and fo formed the following Stra- 
tagem : Not without Hopes of extricatin 
herſelf out of the preſent Difficulty, with. 
out having her baſe Fraud diſcovered. Vil 
lany is always fruitful in Ill, and one vile 
Act requires, and begets another to ſupport 
it, 'til Iniquity is compleat. And Falacia, 
to prevent Audatio's ſuſpecting that ſhe 
ited him, tried this Trick, not doubting 
but it would take the Effect for which ſhe 
defigned it. 

S u E believed Senex would wonder that 
he did not ſee her, and thought it high 
Time to fend her Daughter Belama to ex- 
cuſe her not waiting on him, as being her- 
ſelf very much out of Order. And ſhe choſe 
to ſend her in the Morning, knowing that 
| Amicana very rarely came down Stairs ina 
Morning; except the had ſome Body that 
Senex approved of, to walk with her in the 
Garden: Or, if ſhe did come down, : 

wou 
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would be undreſs'd, and then ſhe always 
uſed the back Stairs; and ſhe knew that 
Urſula was of” moving up and down, and 
always uſed the great Stair-Caſe, for her 
Eaſe, as being Groſs and Unactive. 

FAL ACIA had told Belama, who was 
about Eleven Years Old, and not fit to en- 
ter too far into a Plot, that Ami cana and ſhe 
had ſome Difference, which made her not 
go to Senex's Houſe, but that ſhe had ſome 
Papers of hers, which ſhe would make uſe 
of to make her Friends with her again ; 
and then ſhewed her Audatio's three Let- 
ters, broke open, and folded up together; 
not telling her what they were, and ſhe 
could not read written Hand. She told her 
that ſne muſt not give Amicana, nor any 
Body elſe the Papers, for that would ſpoil 
the Jeſt, which was intended as a Play to 
divert Amicana. But, that when The was 
coming away, if ſhe went up Stairs, ſhe 
ſhould lay em in the Corner of the land- 
ing Place as ſhe came down, if ſhe could 
come down the great Stairs, and no Bod 
ſee her; and if not, ſhe bid her watch an 
Opportunity to lay em juſt as ſhe gave em 
to her, at the Corner of the Foot of thoſe 
Stairs: She thought it was a Thouſand to 
One that Amicana ſhould not take them up: 
Ard believ'd, if Urſula did not (as was 
moſt likely ſhe ſhould, as going oft' up to 
Sene x) that whoever did find them, they 
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would give them to Urſula to take to het 
Lady. And ſhe believ'd, that tho? Ur 
would not be hir'd to intrigue for her, as 
not ſuiting her Intereſt, ſhe would be glad 
of any Pretence to ruin her : and that Way 
to make her own Advantage of Senex; and 
ſhe thought Urſula would, for that Reaſon, 
read, and give them to Senex. And he 
hop'd that he would readily believe An 
eana drop'd the Letters, and ſhe now hour. 
ly expected to hear of Amicana's Ruin. 

BEL A M A was not admitted up 
Stairs, but after having an Anſwer to her 
Meflage, which Urſula gave her from the 
Stair Head, no Body being in the Hall, ſhe 
left the Letters at the Corner of the Stair 
Foot, as directed by her Mother, and went 
Home. Amicana, by ſome ſtrange and 
ftrong Impulſe, ſhe knew not why, imme- 
diately went down the great Stairs, ſaw 
the Letters lie, and took them up ; knew 
the Hand, imagin'd the Defign, and went 
to her Dreſſing- Room to read them. She 
was ſhock'd and amaz'd at Falacia's wicked 
Attempt ; but very joyful at her fortunate 
Eſcape. She hid the Letters, with the for- 
mer, in a ſafe Place, *till ſhe could reſolve 
what to do; but the wrote upon a Paper 
that ſhe folded them i in, that thoſe Letters 
might diſcover Falacia's wicked Plot, and 
mentioned the Day, Hour and Place ſhe 
found them in; and that it was juſt after 
Falacia's 
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Falacia's Daughter went out of the Houſe : 
And in confidering what to do, ſhe thought 
her diſcovering any thing of Falacia,or of the 
Letters, would but provoke her to attempt 
what ſhe might not otherwiſe think of. She 
ſaw by thoſe Letters of Audatio's, that Fa- 
lacia muſt needs have wrote ſome Letters to. 


him in her Name: And as it was plain by 


his Letters, that ſhe could not deceive him 
any longer, except in pretending that Ami- 


cana had jilted them both, and by that 


Means provoke him, out of Revenge, for 
the Diſappointment of his Luft, to expoſe. 


her: And as ſhe durſt not truſt him in any 


Reſpect, muſt be ſilent ; and her only Fear 
was, that he might be Baſe, and Fool 
enough to accuſe her, without ſhowing her 
ſuppoſed Letters; and that it might, by 
Urſula's Aſſiſtance, paſs upon Seneæ to her 
Ruin : That if that ſhould happen, Parſ7- 
mont was too Covetous to be at any Charge 


at Law to do her Right: And her noble 


Relations were Young, and not Rich, and 
wanted Intereſt at Court to benefit her any 
Way. But ſhe hop'd Providence would 
protect her Innocence; and the only Thing 
by which ſhe eſcaped, was Audatio's diſtruſt: 
of Falacia; which he had not dove, but thro? 
her own miſcondutt ; but ſhe was in a ter- 
rible Fright, and fo blunder'd in her Cun- 
ning. She now feared that Amicana had 


found the Letters, and ſaw that Audatio- 
was 
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was very-much diſturb'd through diftruſt 


of her, or of Amicana, and knew not what 
to do, to caſt the Odium off herſelf, and 
fix it upon her. | 
SENE X was recovered, and no Ob. 
ſtacle appeared to prevent what Audatio, 
with the utmoſt Impatience, expected and 
waited for; and thinking to turn his now di- 
ſtruſtful Thoughts from her, ſhe violently 
railed at Amicana, and told him ſhe now 
found ſhe was a Jilt, and deſerved to be 
expoſed; and that her Ruin was the only 
Way left for him to ſatisfy his Deſires; 
and that if he would let her take Amicana's 
Letters Home to Copy, ſhe would ſoon 
bring it about, | 
Ix appears that he was baſe enough to 
have gained his Ends any Way, but was 
unwilling. to expoſe himſelf: Not that he 
was one who cared what the World ſaid of 
him; But he thought that making Amicana 


hate him, was not the Way to gain her, 


when turned out of Doors;. and as he 
could not think Falzcia would ſhow Sencx 
Coppies of her own Hand Writing, which 
muſt make her ſeem more concern'd in the 
Intfigue than needed, it gave him ſome 
Umbrage, that ſhe was the Jilt, and Writer 
of thoſe Letters; and meant to burn the 
Originals, to prevent his diſcovering the 
Cheat (as he owned when the Plot was fully 


diſcovered) and the Anſwer he thought fit 
to 
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to give her was, That he was going out in 
haſte on Buſineſs, and would conſider of 
her Propoſal. At which ſhe ſeemed con- 
founded, and with more Heat, than Pru- 
dence, told him, there was no Time left for 
Delay ; and that if he did not immediately 
comply with her Advice, he would ſuffer 
for it. This made him imagine ſhe 
had already done ſomething that might 
expoſe him ; which, indeed, ſhe had done, 
if his Letters had fallen into ſuch Hands as 
ſhe expected. But ſhe thought it now too 
certain, that Amicana had the Letters, no 
Noiſe being made about them ; and as ſhe 
every Day expected to be expoſed, ſhe 
was taking raſh Meaſures to prevent it, 
Aidatio went out, and left her to go Home 
but his only Buſineſs was to ſtudy what to 
do in the Affair. And he was almoſt con- 
firmed in his Opinion, that Falacia wrote 
thoſe Letters, which ſhe pretended ſhe had 
from Amicana : and that ſhe not being di- 
ſtruſted by her, had Admittance to her 
Chamber, and might pretend ſhe found his 
Letters there, and might that Way bring 
herſelf off by expoſing him and Amicana; 
and in order to it, would ſhew his Letters 
to Senex, as if found in Amicana's Cham- 
ber: Which ſhe would certainly have 
done, being now driven to an Extremity, 
if ſhe had got her own Letters from Au- 


datio. 


HE 
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Hz was therefore not unwilling that Am. 
cana ſhould be exposꝰd, imagining it the only 
Way now to have her fall into his Hands; 
and he wiſh'd to have her for a while, tho 
not for ever, without the Eſtate ; but he 
was not willing to expoſe himſelf, if he 
cou'd avoid it: And he thought the beſt 
Way to prevent it, was to keep the Letters 
which Falacia gave him as Amicana's; and 
he wiſh'd the Letters might prove to be 
hers. But be that ſo, or not, he wou'd, if 
pofſible, avoid Amicana's thinking he had 
any Hand in expoſing her: And having re- 
folv'd what to do to excuſe himſelf, he wrote 
to Scnex, that he had Reaſon to believe, 
that Falacia, whoſe great Bene factor he had 
long been, muſt needs be a very baſe Wo- 
man; for that ſhe had, for ſome Time paſt, 
endeavour'd to infinuate to hira, that his 
Lady was in Love with him, and offer'd to 
bea Confidant 1n the Intrigue ; and propos'd 
how it might be ſecurely carry'd on at 
her Houle, ſhe having the Liberty to have 
her there as oft' as ſhe pleas'd. (Which was 
falſe) He beg'd leave to aſſure him, that he 
had a better Opinion of his Lady, and 
never had any Deſign to do him Injuſtice; 


but own'd that he had at Falacia's repeated 


Solicitations, wrote ſome Letters, and di- 
rected them to Amicana, but with no other 


View, than to diſcover how far Fzlacia 


would carry. on her baſe Deſign : And * 
bee 
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he had never ſeen Amicana's, or Falacia's 
Hand-Writing, but had Reaſon to believe 
the inclos'd Letters were of Falacia's Writ- 
ing ; and therefore ſent them to him, that 
he might ſee how ungrateful ſhe was; and 
alſo, that 1t might prevent any Scandal, 
which he believ'd Falacia, out of ſome Peak, 
deſign'd, in Revenge, to aſperſe Amicana 
with. 

H = might vainly imagine, that Amicana 
would perceive, that he believing her In- 
nocent, would think it more proper for 
him to ſend the Letters to Sene than to 
her; and take it as meant in her Vindica- 
tion, as well as his own: And ſuppoſing 
that Falacia would ſtill have ſome Way to 
ruin her, that ſhe would ſtill think him her 
Friend, and be the eaſier brought to his 


Lure. 


FALACI A, not getting her Letters 
out of Audatio's Hands, ſuſpected his di- 
ſtruſt, and expecting every Moment when 
his Letters, being in Amicana's Hands (as 
the now believed them to be) ſhould be 
made uſe of to expoſe and condemn her : 


Thought it not Time to delay a Moment, 


to try to turn the Tables upon Amicana, 
which ſhe believ'd Audatio would be glad 
of, and ſo conceal her Letters., On this 
Preſumption, ſhe wrote to Seneæ, that the 
true Reaſon why ſhe had not been to wait 
on him, was not any real Indiſpoſition, ow 

becauſe 
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becauſe ſhe could not comply with the 
wicked Deſigns of his unworthy Lady. That 
the had ſome Time ſince, made ſome ſhew 
of her being in Love with Audatio, and had 
afterwards plainly owned it to her, and 
beged of her to try to perſuade him to be 
in Love with her, and to invite him to 
meet Her at her Houſe ; but not to let Au- 
datio know that it was her Deſire, but only 
that ſhe believ'd ſhe could prevail with her 
to meet him; and that he muſt write to 
her to deſire it; and that ſhe reſolv'd to try 
how baſe Amicana would be, but not to 
let her baſe Deſign take Effect; but indeed, 
to prevent her uſing any other Way to et- 
fekt it, and to give him a faithful Ac- 
count of it, out of Reſpett and Gratitude 
for his Favours to her: And, for that End, 
ſhe had convey'd ſeveral Letters and An- 
{wers from one to the other. That the en- 
cloſed were Copies of her Letters to him, 


| which being in Covers, ſhe had opened and 


copy'd, and inclos'd again in the ſame Co- 
vers, after cutting off the broken Part (but 
theſe were Copies of her own forged Let- 
ters, which Falacia had kept and freſh wrote 
out) and ſhe wrote, that if he would have 
Amicana's Chamber well ſearched , they 
would find Audatios Letters to her (not 
doubting now but ſhe had found them) 
which would make what ſhe had wrote, 
appear to be true; but ſhe told him ſhe 
preſum'd 
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preſum'd he would not think fit to ſay any 
Thing to Audatio about it: For that if he 
thought fit to part with Amicana, ihe know- 
ing her Guilt, it might be done without 
making ſuch a Noiſe, as it would oc- 
caſion by taking ſuch publick Notice of it. 
Falacia ſent her Letter by Belama, who hap- 
pened to bring it juſt as Senex had read Au- 
datio's Letter. He ſaw plainly that the Let- 
ters which he had incloſed were not Ami- 
cana's Hand, but had ſeen ſo much of Fa- 
lacia's Writing, as to believe them to be 
hers; and which he was confirmed in by 
comparing them with the Letter ſhe now 
ſent, and the incloſed Copies. Amicana be- 
ing preſent, deſired Belama might be calPd 
into the Room, and ſhe allow'd to ask 
her ſome Queſtions, which was readily 
granted; and ſhe looking pleaſantly upon 
her, asked how her Mother did ; and ſmil- 
ing, faid, Miſs, Was not your Mother 
angry with you for droping fome Papers 
at the Stairs Foot, when you were laſt 
here, which you ſhould have given me? 
Don't be afraid Child, ſays ſhe, for if your 

Mother does not know it, I won't tell her. 
I humbly thank your Ladyſhip, ſays Be- 
lama; but, indeed, my Mother ſaid ſhe was 
acting a Play to divert you, and make you 
laugh and be merry; and bid me leave the 

Papers there, or upon the Stairs; and ſaid, 

they who found them would have good 


Luck. 
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Luck, Very well ſaid, Child, faid Amicans, 


do you know thoſe Papers . when you ſee 
them? Yes, Madam, 1ays ſhe, very wel], 
Then Iwill ſhow you them, ſays Amicana, 
and bringing them with other Papers to 
her, asked by what Marks ſhe knew them: 
She ſaid, there was Three of them one in 
another, and a Mark (which was a parti. 
cular flouriſh) on the outſide of each, which 
ſhe knew. Amicana ſhew d her three of Ly. 
cinda's, and three other Letters, which ſhe 
purpoſely brought with them, and ask 
any of thole Letters were them: She {aid 
no. Then ſhewing her Audatio's three 
Letters; ſhe readily ſaid, thoſe are the 
Papers, Madam, which I brought, I know 
them by the fine Flower upon them. Well, 
Child, ſays ſhe, ſince we muſt act a Play, 
you muſt go out of the Room a little, and 
be call'd in again for an Anſwer to your 
Mother's Letter, which you now brought. 
Wu ſhe was gone, Senex was in an 
extraordinary good Humour with Amic ana, 
and ſhew'd it in a very kind and obliging 
Manner, and told her, that he was not 
only fully ſatisfied of her Innocence, but 
extreamly pleaſed, that ſhe had withſtood 
ſuch a combin'd Temptation; and ſhou'd, 
for the future, be very eaſy, and free from 
all diſtruſt of her Virtue. 


SHE 
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S HRE heartily thank d him, and aſſur'd 
him of her Fidelity, and then deſir'd him 
to conſider what Anſwer to make, to Au- 
datio s and Falacia's Letters. 

H E told her, that altho neither of them 
had been much Sufferers in reality; yet, as 
ſhe had ſenſibly ſuffered very much, by her 
juſt Fears of the Conſequence of ſuch wick- 
ed Attempts and Practices, he would leave 
it to her to anſwer as ſhe pleas'd. 

S x R humbly thank'd him; and ſaid, She 
thought that if Law could inflict any Puniſh- 
ment on ſuch baſe Deſigns, yet it might oc- 


caſion Miſreports, by which Innocence might 


be a Sufferer : And that to exaſperate the 
Forgers of ſuch Falſities, might provokeꝰ em 
to invent more Lies, by way of Excuſe for 
themſelves, and out of Revenge to her; 
but ſhe did not fay this as her own Sence of 
the Caſe, for ſhe had but little Experience 


in Affairs, and knew but little of Politicks. 


But ſhe had lately read an Author which he 
eſteem'd, who had ſaid as much, and who 
was of Opinion, that no Rank could be 


ſafe from the falle and malicious Aſperhons 


of evil Tongues, eſpecially when it was 
made neceſſary for them to caſt an Odium 
off themſelves. Or when irritated, tho? but 
by common Juſtice, to baſe Spight, and 
unjuſt Revenge. And fince ſhe apprehend- 
ed by what he had ſaid, that he did not 
think it neceſſary to proſecute them at 
| K a. 
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Law: She was of the above ſaid Author's 


Opinion, that a ſilent Contempt, or to 


make a ſhort and private jeſt of their Folly, 
was the beſt Anſwer, in ſuch Caſes. And 


ſhe ask'd him, if he did not think the fitteſt | 


Anſwer to Audatio's Letter, was to tell the 
Meſſenger who brought it, that it needed 
no Anſwer ; which would be Satyr enough 
upon his pretended Innocence. And in 
Anſwer to Falacia's Letter, to tell Belama, 
that he had compar'd her Mother's Copies 


with the Originals, and was very well ſa. 


tisfy*d, that they were both of one Hand 
Writing. | 

H x approv'd of what ſhe bad adviſed, 
and the Meſſengers were call'd, and an. 
ſwer'd accordingly. Falacia was, no doubt, 
ock d at her Diſappointment, as it ap- 
pears ſne was, but had Spirit enough to 
hide it from Belama, and only told her, ſhe 
muſt keep on the Play a little longer ; and 
ſhe had Aſſurance and Cunning enough to 
go inſtantly to Audatio, who, ſhe was 3. 
fraid, -wou'd Reproach and Expoſe her; 
and to tell him, ſhe wonder'd how he cou'd 
be ſo weak, as to diſappoint all his Hopes, 
and ſo baſe as to ruin her (who had ſerved 
him faithfully) by ſending her Letters to 


Sener. He told her, her owning them to 


be her Letters, acquitted him of Blame, 
and ſhewed ſhe deſerved to be fo uſed, and 


| worſe. Falacia told him, that tho' the 


Letters 
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Letters were of her Writing, it was at 
Amicana's earneſt Requeſt ; ſhe telling her, 
that ſhe knew not how to write Anſwers to 
ſuch Letters : Bur ſhe had approved of 
them, and ſet her Hand to them; and that 
he could not but ſee, that the Letters, and 
the Subſcription were of two different Hands. 
That her only Fault, if any, was in being 
too haſty, in thinking Amicana a Jilt ; but 
that ſhe had ftill a Way left, to make 
her ſhew a real Complyance, or to ruin 
her, as ſhe deſerved, if ſhe was a lilt. 

AUDATIO began to think he remem- 
bred ſomething of ſuch a Ditterence in the 
Writing, as ſhe had told him of; and now 
thought himſelf in the Fault, and beg'd her 
Pardon; and to make her amends, and to 
engage her farther in his Service, gives her 
more Money. And thus ſhe artfully prevent- 
ed his expoſing her, and, in Part, ſupply'd 
the loſs of Sexex's preſent Favours, and had 
ſtill ſome vain Hopes left to regain them. 

H s told her, that the Method he took 
to ſend thoſe Letters, could not offend A- 
micana, and therefore he hoped ſhe might 
itil] ſucceed one Way or other. She told 
him ſhe would endeavour it, and muſt looſe 
no Time; ſo took leave, and went Home. 
And now ſhe told Belama, that ſhe muſt 
take a Letter to Urſula, but let no Body 
know of it, nor ſtay to hear it read, but 
defire her to read it at her Leiſure, as Be- 
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lama ow d; and that, as the Hall Door was 
frequently open, the muſt watch an Op- 
portunity to go in ſoftly ;, and giving her 
ſome Papers, bid her not drop them where 
the had done the laſt, but put them in a 
Hole, which was at the fide of the Stair 
Foot; and if any Body ſhould chance to ſee 
her, ſhe muſi pretend ſhe was leaving her 
C ogs there: But with all this Precauttion, 
Fortune ſo favoured the Innocent, that ſhe 
was accidentally ſeen putting Papers far in 
under the Stairs, by Penga, a Maid Ser- 
vant ; and as Amicana was a good Miſtreſs, 
ard beloved by ail the Servants; and as 
they had over-heard ſomething of Falacia's 
odious Attempts, Penga would not take the 
Pretence of Belamas putting her Clogs 
there for an Excuſe: She then faid, it was 
to make a Play. Penga told her ſhe had no 
Buſineſs there, but to do ſome Miſchief. 
Senex being very opportunely at the Stair 


Head, call'd to know what was the Matter, 


and being told, came down Stairs; and 
Amicana, who heard a Noiſe from within 
the Room, followed him, and hearing what 
Penga ſaid, told Belama, her Mother carry'd 
the Jeſt too far; but if thoſe Papers were 
deſign'd for her, bid her take them out and 
give them to her. Belama did fo, and in 
ſtooping to get them out, raiſed the Letter 
up which ſhe had put in her Boſom. Ami- 


cana ſeeing it, took it out, and ſhew*d Sencx 
that 


ir 
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that it was for Urſula; and looking at the 
Papers, found them to be ſome Riddles in 
Verſe, &c. and ſome Queſtions and Anſwers 


in croſs Purpoſes, and other childiſh Verſes. 


Amicana told Belama, that was Child's Play 
indeed, and bid her go Home, and tel] her 
Mother, ſhe muſt never ſend her to play 


there any more. Senex ſeeing, 


and approv- 


ing of what Amicana did, only looked on 
and ſaid nothing. She then bid Penga call 


Urſula, and go to her Buſineſs. 


She gave 


Urſula the Letter, and bid her look into it, 
and if it concerned Senex, or her, to tell 


them ſo: She found, upon her 


firſt looking 


into it, that it did relate to them, and 
found her ſelf obliged to give it to them; 


(what uſe ſhe'd have made of 


it, had ſhe 


had it privately, is hard to ſay.) Amicana 
then looked into it, and found there was 


nothing in it that concerned 


Urſula, but 


that the was deſired to tell them what was 
in the Letter, which they had now in their 
Hands to read; and fo ſhe gave it to Sener 
and defir*d him to read it. He found, at firſt 
Sight, that Falacia was telling Urſula at 
large what ſhe knew but little of, which he 
was glad was prevented; for tho' he uſed _ 
to be open in letting V-/ula know many 
Things, yet he now took a Humour to have 
no Body know more of his Affairs than 


whit could not be avoided. 
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SE NEA and Amicana went into the 
Parlour, where reading the whole Letter, 
they found that Falacia had accus d Amicans 
to Urſula, and beg?d of her to ſet the Mat- 
ter in a true Light to Sexex, or ſhe ſhould 
be undeſervedly ruin'd. And not doubting 
but Belama would have left the Papers un- 
ſeen, which ſhe gave her to put in the Hole 


that inſtant ;; ſhe had the Aſſurance to ſay, 


that tho' Amicana had, by frighting her 
Child, made her ſay what ſhe pleas'd, ſhe 
brought thoſe Letters out of her own Cham- 
ber, which ſhe forc'd Bolama to ſay he 
drop'd at the Stair Foot. But that ſhe had 
indeed, bid Belama at that Time, ſo long 
{ince (tho' it was but that Morning that ſhe 
gave them to her) put ſome innocent Verſes 


into a Hole under the Stairs, if ſhe could 


not privateiy give them to Amicana to di- 
vert her, which made the Child's Miſtake: 
But thoſe Papers will ſtil] be found there, 
as, indeed, they were as ſhe was row put- 
ing them there) and tho' ſhe knew not 
Amicana's Hand, yet ſhe had the Front to 
fay, that the Letters ſhe wrote were done 
at her urgent Requeſt, and were ſign'd by 
her; and that ſhe would not have wrote 
them, but with intent to diſcover, and pre- 
vent her Intrigue. There were many Things 
above-mention d which concur*d to ſhew the 
Halſity of thoſe bold Aſſertions; but forall 
ttat, Sener was half way gone into a fit of 7 
lou 57 
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louſy , *till Amicana, by mentioning the 
Falſities in her Letter, and repeating many 
Things, which had not, at that inſtant, oc- 
cured to his Memory, turned the Scale : 
And then ſhe told him, ſhe would demon- 
ſtrate to him, that what Falacia had now 
wrote was impoſſible to be true; and fetch- 
ing the Papers that came before, ſhe de- 
ſired him to remember, that the laſt Time 
that Eulacia was there, was on his Birth- 
Day, which was on one of the moſt noted 
Holy-Days in all the Year, That ſhe her- 
ſelf, on account of his Illneſs, had not 
been out of Doors ſince that Day, except 
to Church the laſt Sunday, or with Ur/ula 
in the Garden; and then ſhew'd him, that 
Audatio's firſt Letter, which ſhe tore, was 
dated that very Holy-day Morning, before 
Falacia came to Dinner; and that the other 
Letters which Balama ( unfrighted ) had 
owned. to have left at the Stair- Foot, were 
of different Dates, but all ſince that Holy- 


day. And that Fulaciu's forged Anſwers 


were all dated fince that Time; and an- 
ſwer'd to the ſeverel Dates of Audatio's 
Letters: And that the ſubſcribing her 
Name was vaſtly different from her Hand, 
and was the very ſame as the Letters, only 
wrote in a larger Character And as he 
was ſure ſhe had never ſeen Falacia ſince 
that Holy-day, he muſt needs juſtify her 
Innocence, and pitty her Misfortunes : and. 
that 
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that ſhe could not doubt but he was intirely 
ſatisfy*d. 

H E readily own'd he was fo, but told 
her, that he could not ſee that any Thing 
but Puniſhing, or Expoſing, cou'd reftrain 
Falacia's farther malicious Attempts. She 
defired he would do juſt as he pleaſed in it: 
But ſhe ſaid, ſhe believ'd that Audatio and 
Falacia, would now be ſo enraged with one 
another, as to expoſe both, and that would 
make the Matter a publick Talk. But that, 
after having ſo many repeated Teſtimonies 
of their vile Practices, ſhe thought herſelf 
out of Danger of being aſperſed by them; 
and defired that he would inform himſelf 
what could be done by Courſe of Juſtice, 


and then do as he thought fit. But that he 


might, in the mean Time, ſend what Meſ- 
ſage he pleas'd to Falacia, to intimidate her 
from farther Attempts of Miſchief. Which 
yet, if her Folly were not greater than 
her Cunning, or that ſhe was not blinded 
by vengeful Malice, ſhe would: never. ven- 


ture at any more. She did not entirely 


ſpeak her own Sentiments, but rather ſpoke 
in Complyance with Senex's Humour, He 
ſet himſelf to think about it, and grew ſo 


Capricious, that he could not reſolve upon 


any Thing. He could prove nothing againſt 
Audatio, without Falacia's Evidence, which 
he would not make uſe of. And here was 
only an Attempt without Effect, and as 
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yet Private, and not his Part to publiſh it; 
ſo that he could have no proper Action 
azainſt Audatio. Filacia had been guilty of 
Forgery, but no ſuch Damage was ſuſtain'd 


| by it, as the Law cou'd take much Cogni- 


zance of. He believ'd Audatio had given 
Fulacia Money, and might proſecute her 
for Fraud, but he would not aſſiſt him in 
it, by giving him Falacia's counterfeit Let- 
ters; nor would now do any Thing that 
ſhould make the Caſe publick. Sometimes 
he would ſend Urſula to Falacia, but could 
not reſolve upon it, nor what ſhe ſhou'd 
ſay if ſhe went. And growing Peeviſh 
with theſe revolving Thoughts, he grew 
half Jealous again; tho? he could not give 
one Keaſon for the leaſt Suſpicion. But 
whilſt he was fretting and teazing both him- 
ſelf and Amicana, Belama brought a Letter 
from Falacia, who was now througly fright- 
ed by finding all her Plots abortive, and 
diſcover'd; and in fear of being expoſed, 
and proſecuted on both Sides, as knowing 
her ſelf guilty of Forgery and Fraud ; and 
not knowirg how little Cognizance the 
Law could take in her Caſe. The Letter 


was directed to Amicana, as the Perſon 
moſt injur'd and offended, but yet on whoſe 


Goodneſs to Pardon, ſhe could moſt rely 
on. Amicana would not open the Letter, 
but ſhe deſir'd Sener to do with it as he 
pleas'd: His half jealous Humour made 

him 
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him have the Curioſity to open it, and IV 
found it was a full Confeflion of all Falacia's ¶ hi 
Guilt. But to palliate her Crimes, ſhe ſaid, 
that her Poverty had forc'd her to comply I an 
with Azdatio's importunate Solicitations ; ff 
but own'd that ſhe deſerv'd no Favour, and fr 
only beg'd for Mercy. And to induce 
Amicana to think' her Repentance ſincere, 
ſhe had wrote a ſort of Journal, of every 
Particular of her Deſigns and Stratagems; 
and Belama told all the Particulars in what 
ſhe had been imploy'd; fo that now Ami- 
cana had almoſt the whole Plot. Amicana 
told Belama, it was plain ſhe was innocent, 
and advyie'd her always to be ſo, and gave 
her ſome pretty Preſents to encourage her 
to be Honeſt and Virtuous ; and ſhe bid 
her tell her Mother, that ſhe freely for- 
gave her as a Chriſtian, and ſhould be ready 
to render her Good for Evil: But that ſhe 
had made it very improper for her ever to 
come to Senex's Houſe whilſt ſhe liv'd. 

SE NEX was now rous'd out of all his 
Diffidence, and once more enrirely ſatisfy'd 
with Amicana's ſtrict Virtue and Fidelity; 
and ſhew'd ſo much Compaſſion for Falacia, 
as to tell Belama he was ſorry her Mother 
had been ſo unworthy a Woman, that he 
could not ſee her : But had ſo much Charity 
for her, for former Acquaintance fake, 
that ſince ſhe had confeſs'd her Fault, he 
might afford her ſome Relief, He had, 

| indeed, 
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indeed, been kind to her, tho? the reſt of 
World, except Urſula, ſaw but little of 
his Generoſity, or Hoſpitality; 

Bur now the Hipocrite's Fears of Seneæ 


and Amicana's Reſentment were over; and 
ſhe finding that no Noiſe wou'd be made 


from thence ; ſhe contriv'd once more to 
deceive Audatio, to prevent his Revenge, 
if not to keep herſelf his Penſioner; and 
went to him and told him, ſhe was very 
ſorry ſhe had ſuſpected Amicana; for, in- 
deed, ſhe was very ſincere, and endeavour- 
ed to meet him in the Garden, as ſhe pro- 
mis'd ; and went into the Garden one Night 
to try if ſhe might meet him undiſcover'd, 
before ſhe wou'd venture to appoint him a 
Time to come to her there : And that ſhe 
was by Accident diſcover'd and ſecur'd, 
tho? ſhe pretended to know nothing of her 
being out; and ſaid, ſhe muſt needs walk 
in her Sleep, and tho' no Body was found 


about the Houſe, ſhe was ſuſpected and 


watched ; and that ſhe herſelf being ſuſ- 
pected, had private Notice given her not 
to go to Seneæ s Houſe ; and which the had 
not done for ſome Time paſt, which made 


her ſo much in the Dark in his Affairs. And 


that ſhe had loſt Sexex's Favour by her En- 
deavours to ſerve him; which ought to 
make him very kind to her, to make up 
her Loſs. She told him, Senex's firſt Suſ- 
picion would have been eaſily remov'd ; 


but 
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but now his own Miſcondutt had deſtroy'y 
all his Hopes, whilſt Senex liv'd: But that 
ſhe durſt engage, that 4micana ſhou'd be 
his own, if he pleas'd, when ever ſhe was 


at Liberty ſo to be. She told him ſhe found 


that Sener and Amicana were inclinable to 
keep what had paſt Secret, and that it 
would be his beſt Policy to do ſo too. He 
was weak enough to believe all ſhe ſaid was 
true, and thought her Advice was right; 

and to keep her in his Intereſt, was very 
kind to her. But however ſtrong his Paſ. 
ſion for Amicana might be, it was not ſtridt. 
ly Virtuous Love; and therefore 1 ſhall no: 
determine whether he was in hopes Sener 
might ſome how bamſh all Jealouſy, and 
die in Love with, and in a good Opinion cf, 
Amicana, and ſo leave her Rich; or whe- 
ther, if ſhe were left Poor, he might not 
think he might ſatisfy his Luft without 
Marriage. But in the Time Seneæ liv'd at- 
ter this, which was Three Years, he did 
not live ſochaſtea Life, as a virtuous Lover 
wou'd have done, and, perhaps, that was 
the Reaſon why he did not Marry all that 
Time; or he might not find a ſuitable 
Fortune that he could like. 

Bur, however that was, ſome Time at- 
ter Seren s Death (Fulacia having pretended 
that there was a Quarrel between Amicais 
and her, on another Account, and that ihe 


could not have her Ear.) And Audlatis 
finding 
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fnding he cou'd have no farther Aſſiſtance 
from Falacia, went to make Amicana a Viſit, 
which ſhe wou'd by no means receive, He 


then ſent her a Letter, which ſhe returned 
I unopen'd, which enrag'd him ſo, that he 


ſent a Gentleman to complain, and, if 
need were, to tell her ſhe was a Jilt, and 
that he would expoſe her. Upon this Meſ- 


ſage, the found herſelf oblig'd to ſhew the 


Gentleman Falacia's Letter of Confeſſion of 
her horrid Crimes; which ſhe deſir'd him 
to tell Audatio, as by which he would ſee 
how egregiouſly he had been impos'd on by 
Falacia And ſhe told the Gentleman as 


this Diſcovery wou'd naturally lead Audatio 


to tell him by what Artifice Falacia had 
deceiy'd. him, after her Confeſſion of her 
Crime; ſhe had the Curioſity to deſire to 
know it, and ſaid, he might ſometime, or 
other, come that Way, and oblige her by 
telling how ſhe deceiv d him. 

THIS Gentleman knew Falacia's Hand- 
Writing (tho? Audatio did not) and told 
Amicana, he was very well latisfy*d of Fa- 
lacia's Treachery ; and wou'd undecive Au- 
=" and convince him of her horrid Bale- 
nels. 

A r E R this, the Gentleman wou'd 
have ſpoke in Audatio's Favour, recom- 
mending him for a Husband ; but the deſir- 
ed him to ſpare his Pains, telling him, that 


ſuch a Propoſal was impotiible for her ro 


L receive; 
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receive; and that ſhe wou'd never ſee, or 

receive a Line from him whilſt ſhe liv'd. 
TER Gentleman, however, was ſo re- 

ſpectful to her, as to come to tell her, that 


Falacia's laſt Stratagem was the forg'd Pre- 
tence of Amicana's going in the Night in- 


to the Garden, &c. as before- mentioned, 
and told her Falacia's whole Management 
of Audatio; 10 that now ſhe had the whole 


Story from both Hands : And the Gentle- 


man told her, how much enrag'd Audatio 
was with Falacia, and wou'd Expoſe her, 
and ruin her too, if poſſible. But Amican 


 wou'd not aſſiſt him in that, by giving him 
Falacias Letters in Evidence againſt her, 


as Audatio had deſir d: But Falatia be- 
ing at that Time expos'd, and Urſula after- 
wards accus'd of Infidelity, as is mention'd 
in Page 75, occaſion'd their agreeing after 
Sene v Death, to aſperſe Amicana ; tho 
without all Foundation, and contrary to 
apparent Truth. Amicana ask'd Amicorus 
and Lucinda's Pardon, for tyring their Pa- 
tience with ſo long a Detail of Falacia's wick 


ed Projects; but told them, ſhe wou'd an- 


other Time tell them of another Attempt 
upon her Virtue. 

TRE told her, they own'd they coud 
not hear her Story without ſome Pain for 
her ; tho? her Danger on that Account was 
over; but in all other Reſpects, it was a 


-very entertaining Story, and they m_— 
her 
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her for the Pains ſhe had been at in telling 
it them, and in ſhewing them Audatio's and 
Falacia's Letters, &c. and then ſaid, they 


ſhould be very glad to hear her other Story, 


when ſhe pleas'd to favour them with it. And 
they were impatient 'till the next vacant 
Hour came to hear it; and which they 
found opportunely happen the next Day. 


Bur Amicana told them, they would find 


themſelves miſtaken in their Expectation, 
for there was nothing Curious, or Divert- 
ing in her Stoty ; and that the beſt of it 
was, that it was very ſhort, and wou'd foon 


be told: And then ſhe began to tell then, 


that when ſhe was at Santon Wells, which, 
tho not a Place of Reſort for Pleaſure, but 


only for the neceſſary Uſe of the Waters: 


Yet, a Month after her Arrival there, young 
Count — came thither, who had been 
entertain'd at Sevex*s Houſe. He was a very 
perſonable Gentleman, aj general Lover, 
and was not diſliłk d by the young Ladies; 
which made him think himſelf ſure of his 
Game, wherever he ſet his Toils. And 


becauſe it was not Amicana's Way to frown 
upon any one, but to pay every Body a 


due Reſpect, he flatter'd himſelf, that ſhe 
look'd upon him with a very favourable 
Aſpett; and conſidering her unavoidable 


Diſlike of Senex, and that ſhe muſt needs 
have an Averſon to Confinement. And that 


her forc'd Reſtraint wou'd naturally make 
23. her 


| 
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her willingly chuſe Liberty, and uſe Mears 
to ſhow her Reſentment; on theſe Accounts 
he thought ſhe would be eaſily gain'd, and 
he had for ſome Time been ſeeking for Op- 
portunities to try to gain his Point. 

Vue ſhe went to the Wells it was 
kept ſecret, and only given out that ſhe 
was gone to ſtay a while at her Uncle Par- 
ſimont s, who came for her to conduct her 
with her Aunt tothe Wells. 

WEN the Count found her ſtay was 
longer than he imagin'd, he made à Pre- 
tence to go a Sporting on that ſide of the 
Country, where Parſimont liv'd, imagining 
that Amicana wou'd have more Liberty 
there than at Home; but there he found 
they were gone to the Wells. He then 
pretended ſome Indiſpoſition, for which 
his Phyſician had advis'd him to uſe thoſe 
Waters. But Santon not being a Place of 
Reſort, he was there Incognito by the Name 
of Volanto; and he thought it wou'd beſt 
ſuit his Purpoſe to be Incognito; and partly 
for that Reaſon, as it beſt ſuited Parſ. 
mont's penurious Temper, he, and his Com- 
pany were there Incognito too. Parſimont 
had ſent Home his own Servant Dilly to 
return at the Time of their leaving the 
Wells: And Amicana's Servant Rodon did 
not wear his L. ivery whilſt there: And as 
the was only known as Parſimont's Niece, 


and Ur/ulaas a Friend. And as Amicana 
ſeldom 
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ſeldom went to the Wells, Volanto, had for 
ſome Time in vain, enquir'd for Lady Ty- 
garis. She had none but travelling Cloths 
there, and thoſe grave enough for a Wo- 
man of Fifty (nor a Riding-Habit made of 
an airy Mode, as gay young Ladies were) ſo 
that he no Way diſcover'd her. And at 
Church ſhe ſate ſo obſcure, that he had not 

perceiv'd her there, and began to think he 
was miſinform'd, and was going to leave the 
Place. But before he took Horſe, he went 
Booted to the Wells ; and Amicana being 
there (with Urſula and Afabella, a Gentle- 
woman that lodg'd in the ſame Houſe) he 
caſt his Eyes upon her, and went to make 

her his Compliments. At which Afabella 

and Urſula kept.at ſome Diſtance, and went 

and fat down, leaving them to walk toge- 

ther. He told her, had he known ſhe had 

been at Santon, he would have done himſelf 
the Honour to wait on her; and deſir'd to 

know where ſhe lodg'd. She anſwer'd, that 
ſhe had not asked the People's Names, 
nor the Name of the Street (which was 


true, tho' ſhe knew both.) He did not take 
this as a Refuſal of his Viſit ; but would 


not too far paſs the Rules of Civility ; and 
ſo ask'd no more about it, thinking he 


ſhould eaſily find it out. 


FH x perceived that ſhe was therein Incog- 
nito, ard not known to be Lady ITygaris, and 
thought it would beſt ſuit his Purpoſe not 

; 13 to 
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to diſover her. And he told her, that ima- 
gining her to be there Incognito, he believ- 
ed ſhe would not have him take notice who. 
the was: And he thought it proper to tell 
her he was there Incognito too, He did 
not (raſh as he was) think fit to tell her at 
firſt Sight, that he had perſued her thicher, 
with the Pangs of a dying Lover. But 
was ſo much in haſte to have her know (in 
a Way not ſo direct) how. much he adored 
her, that after two or three Turns in a 
Walk, he told her of anew Copy of Verſes, 
which. were. much admired'; and drawing 
them out of his Pocket, beg'd ſhe would 
divert herſelf by reading them at Home. 
| She not apprehending any Deſign, thought 

ſhe could not, in good Manners, refule a 
publick Thing, and received them. And, 
it ſeems, as if he feared, that if ſhe ſhould 
look into them whilſt he was there, ſhe 
might think herſelf obliged to return them 
immediately upon firſt ſight of the Contents, 
and not read them through : For the Mo- 
ment ſhe took them from his Hand, he 
wer t-off, She inſtantly looked into them, 
intending to divert A fabella with them. But 
upon the firſt View, found it was not to 
be done. For tho? he was not Poet good 
enough to make them, they were Love 
Verſes alter'd ſo as to be in a very patti- 
cular. Manner addreſſed to her. 


8 


Amicorus and Amicana. 115 


S HE was unwilling to ſtay at the Wells 
any longer, fearing Volanto might return, 
and deſir'd Afabeila wou'd go Home with 
I her. She then told her Uncle and Aunt 
what had happen'd at the Wells, and 
mow'd them Yelanto's Verſes ;. and told ?em 
{he would not fiir out of Doors whilſt ſhe 
ſtaid at Santon; and deſit'd, if Yolanto came 
to viſit her, he might not be admitted: And 
as for the reſt, the found he would not di- 
vulge who ſhe was ; ; fo that they might be 
eaſy on that Account. Parſimont and Petula: 
were ſo little ſeen, or known in Saxton, that 
Vill mto could not any way hear of them 

all that Day. However, he reſolv'd not to 
lave Santon, 'till he had found ſome Oppor- 
tunity to puſh on his amorous Purpoſe. And 
next Morning ſeeing Afabella at the Wells, 
and micana not there, he told gfabella, he 
thought himſelf oblig'd to wait on the 
young Lady, who was with her there the 
Morning before; but not knowing where, 
ſhe lodg'd, deſird her to tell him, Anicana 
had forgot, or thought it improper to tell 
Afabella any thing of Volanto; and the be- 
lieving nothing was meant but a civil Re- 
ſpect, very readily told him where it was, 
"and upon his asking the Queſtion, ſaid ſhe 
lodg'd in the ſame Houſe. He then ask'd 
how the Lady did; ard ſhe anſwer'd, ſhe 


believ'd ſhe was very well ; but that ſhe. 


came but ſeldom to the Wells, He ima- 
ci1nd 
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gin'd he knew the Reaſon why ſhe did not, 
and that it was not to pleaſe her own Incli- 
nations, that ſhe was ſo little in Publick: 
And in the Afternoon he went to wait on 
her, but was denied Admittance, pretend. 
ing that ſhe, as well as her Aunt, was In. 
diſpoſed. 1 

VOLANTO did not take this to he 
her own Anſwer, but flatter'd himſelf, that 
her unreaſonable Confinement would make 
her ſo much the more deſirous of Liberty 
(tho the Liberty he meant, was, in reality, 
a more diſconſolate, as well as diſreputable 
Confinement.) 

HE had prepar d a Letter to Amicana, 
which he imagined Afabella would not re- 
fuſe to give her, imagining ſhe knew not 
of her being Married ; and ſeeing her, and 
not Amicang at the Wells, he began to 
talk with her about his Love for Amicana; 
and obſcur'd, and colour'd his baſe De- 
dign by ſaying, that he had a very conſi- 
derable Eſtate ; and that no reaſonable Ob- 
jection could be made to his Propoſals : 
But he ſaid, that Amicana's fooliſh, cove- 
tous Uncle, and ambitious Aunt, would 
never let her be Married to any Body, and 
would be her Ruin, by their not accepting 
of any reaſonable Offers whatever. And 
he defired Afabella would do him the Fa- 
vour to give Amicana a Letter privately 
from him. But 4fabel/a, tho' not knowing 

then, 
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then, that Amicana was Married, yet very 
prudently anſwer'd, That as he was an 
utter Stranger to her, ſhe wonder'd how he 


could expect any ſuch Office from her; and 


deſired to be excuſed. He farther preſſed 
her to do it, but in vain, for ſhe very 
peremptorily refuſed it, and went from 
him ; for which ſhe had Amicanas hearty 
Thanks. | 

His next Device was to hire a Fruit- 
Woman to find an Opportunity to give her 


his Letter, unſeen by any Body; which ſhe 


undertook to do, and went immediately to 
offer them Fruit to buy; and ſome Fruit the 
ſold them : But not finding an Opportu- 
nity to ſpeak to Amicana, privately ſhe 
(whilſt they were chuſing Fruit and bar- 


ganing for it) ſlip'd the Letter into a Book, 


which ſhe ſaw Amicana had juſt laid out of 
her Hand. As ſoon as ſhe was gone, mi- 
cana going to read again, ſaw the Letter, 


and defii'd the Woman might be calld 


back ; but ſhe had purpoſely hid her ſelf, 
and could not be found : But being ſent for 
by Amicana in the Evening, ſhe came, 
imagining the Letter had been favourably 
received, and that ſhe ſhould have an An- 
{wer to give to Volanto; but finding herſelf 
miſtaken, ſhe deny'd the leaving the Let- 
ter, or knowing any Thing of it, and re- 
fuſed to take it back : So that as they could 
but gueſs, and not be certain that the Let- 
| | ter 
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ter came from Volanto, as not knowing his 


Hand, 1t was not thought proper to ſend it 
to him, For, indeed, he might have de- 


med that it was his Letter, and have made 


a Noiſe about it, to ſerve his own Purpoſe, 
and by which Ami cana mnſt have been ex- 
poſed. And Parſimont aud Petula were of 
Amicana's Opinion, that ſince the Letter 
could not be ſent back, they had better 
keep it as a Guard, then deſtroy it. They 
had opened it, and found no proper Name 
to it, but it was ſubſcribed by the fictitious 
Name of Conſtantio. He had made ule of 
a great many moving, dying, paſſionate 
Declarations of Love, and Vows, and Pro- 
teſtations of Conſtancy; and faid, all the 
World pittied her unnatural and miſerable 
Confinement, and beged ſhe would let him 
have the Honour of being her happy De- 
liverer; and that his whole Eſtate ſhou'd be 


at her Service, He propoſed their living at. 


Carentam in private, till Senex's Death, and 
that then he would Marry her: And he 
told her he had a Calaſh within call, which 
waited her Commands to carry her to Ca- 
rentam, where he would ſo order Things 
that ſhe ſhould not be diſcovered. 

Tris Letter made them think of leav- 
ing Santon ſooner than they intended, to 
prevent his attempting to carty off Amicana 
by force. But as Perula's Preſcriptions were 
to drink the Waters, in ſmall Ts, 

for 
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for two Months, allowing their diſuſe at ſome 
Intervals, for taking alterative and corrobo- 
rating Medicines, they ventured to ſtay 
the full Time. 

AN Þ now it muſt needs be, that Yolanto 
did not think what the Fruit- Woman muſt 
have told him, was Amicana's own Att; 
but imagined that the Letter was firſt 
ſeen by ſome Body elſe ; and he was full 
of vain Hopes, that ſhe both liked him, 
and his Propoſals ; for 'ere they went away, 
he had (for want of a better Contrivance) 
ſent two Letters incloſed to ſome Friend 
at Carentam, to be ſent to Amicana by the 
Poſt, as from thence: And they were 
directed by two different Hands; the laſt 
of them by a Woman's Hand, and were 
filled with repeated Compliments of a 
wretched Lover's dying Pangs, and begging 
Relief; and ſtill commiſſerating her unhap- 
py State, and offering the ſame Aſſiſtance 
for her Releaſe, | 

AND as he had no Anſwer, he muſt ei- 
ther imagine that all his Letters fell into 
wrong Hands; and that Amicana would 
thew a willing Compliance, if an Oppor- 
tunity were offered her, or elſe he muſt 
have reſolv'd to carry her off by Force: For 
it appears that he muſt have had all her 
Motions watched; which were very few, for 
ſhe had left off going to Church, or the 
Wells, or any where elſe, except to walk 

ſometimes 
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ſometimes in the Garden, or the neareſt 
ſide of a Clole joyning to the Garden, but 
was never alone ; and the Cloſe was ſet 
round with ſuch a thick Hedge, that they 
could not well be ſeen. However he had, 
(as they were afterwards told) been ſeveral 
Times with a Gun, in ſome Grounds next 
to the Cloſe, pretending to ſhoot : And 4 
few Days before Amicana, &c. went away, 
When ſhe and Ur/ula were walking in the 
Cloſe, they ſaw Yolanto get over Bhs Gate 
into the Cloſe, with his Gun in his Hand 
(and heard ſomething like a Coach come 
down a Lane near the Cloſe) when they in- 
ſtantly ſep'd into the Garden, and went as 
faſt as they could into the Houſe. And 
ſending Rodop, her Man Servant, to ſee 
what was in the Lane, he found it was a 
Calaſh, and proved to be Volanto's Calaſh, 
What he would have done after this Diſ. 
appointment, they knew not. But to pre- 
vent his making any forcible Attempt upon 
the Road, they gave out, that they were 
going to viſit ſome Friends at Gradon, 
which was a Place of great Reſort ; a Days 
Journey from Santon, and directly contrary 
to their Road Home. And early in the 
Morning, a Day ſooner than they gave out 
they ſhould go, they went out of Town the 
Way to Gradon, and then turned off by a 
Way that brought them into their direct 


Road Home; by which Means it's 2 
they 
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they eſcaped him. For Afabella, as deſir- 
ed, wrote to Amicana, and told her, ſhe be- 
lieved, that Yolanto did not hear of their 
going 'till Noon; when he ſuddenly went 
away, and took the Road to Gradon; which 
being a very large populous Town , he 
could not quickly know whether Amicana, 
Cc. were there, or not. But after three or 
four Days he came back to Santon, and Af- 


fabella not being gone away, he ſaw her at 


the Wells, and complained of his own and 


Amicana's hard Fate, cauſed by her unwil- 


ling Confinement, and of an Interception 
of Letters; and this gave Afabella an Op- 
portunity to undeceive him, and to ſhew 
him, how much he impoſed upon himſelf; 
for Amicana had told Afabella at parting, 
that ſhe was Married: And Afabella, with 
ſome warmth, told Yolanto, that Amicana 
abhorred him, and all ſuch baſe Offers, in 
her Soul: Which he now took in good 


earneſt, and thus late wholly deſiſted from 


his vain Enterprize. | 
AMICAN 4 having done with her 
Story, told them, that theſe were not the 
only Attempts that had been made upon 
her Virtue, aud which made a young ife's 
Unhappineſs, with an old Husband, much 
the greater. But all thoſe other Attempts, 
were ſuch as ſhe would quaſh at their firſt 
Appearance, and had nothing to ſay of 
them worth their Hearing. 
M THEY 
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TuETI thank'd her for entertaining em 
ſo agreeably with the Story of Volanto; and 
told her, they heard it with leſs Pain, and 
more Diverſion, than that of Audatio, be. 
cauſe ſhe was in leſs Danger, and not fo 
long, nor under ſuch Fears, a8 in Falacias 
wicked Hands. 

LUCIND A ſaid ſhe was ſurprized, 
and provok'd at the Thoughts of Man's 
making any Propoſals of Marriage to a 
Married Woman, even if they had in 
reality, no other criminal Deſign, A- 
micana ſaid , if any ſuch unwarrantable 
Offer was made by any Man, knowing a 
Woman to be Married, it was, indeed, an 
infufferable Thing, and to which a Woman 
ought to ſhew the greateſt Abhorance. But 
if a Gentleman of known Probity and Vir- 
tue, ſhould, by Miſtake, make Addreſſes 


of Love to a Lady privately Married, or 


not knowing her to be a Wife, but having 
ſome ſhew of Reaſon to believe the con- 
trary ; and if his Manner of Addreſs thew'd 
that he meant honourable Love, and nothing 
elſe ; and when he knows the Lady 1s alrea- 
dy Married, if he then deſiſts from all far- 
ther Application, or makes no diſhonour- 
able Overtures, and by that Means ſhews 
that he abhors any Thing that's Criminal: 
And if afterwards he continues to ſhow her 
a friendly Reſpect, always guarded by ſtrict 
Virtue, ſhe may, and ought to make him 
a 
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a juſt Return of Virtuous Reſpett, for his 
true Eſteem for her. 


Tris did not reflect upon Amicorus, 


who knew not of Amicana's Marriage, when 
he firſt diſcover'd his Paſſion for her, nor 
in reality upon herſelf; for what ſhe wrote 
in Anſwer to his firſt Letter, when he knew 
ſhe was Married (in a Caſe ſo extraordina- 
ry) might be well excuſed; ſhe having 1n 
that Anſwer expreſſed a ftrift Regard to 
Virtue, Juſtice and Duty, and m nothing 
contrary to her preſent Aſſertion. And 
there was nothing in his firſt Letter, that 
could in the leaſt accuſe him of any Thing 


that was contrary to the ftrift Rules of 


Virtue and Equity. Amicorus ſaid, he be- 
liev d Lucinda would agree to Amicana's Sen- 
timents; and the readier, becauſe there 
was no general Rule without ſome Excep- 
tion. And to take off all Ground of Pre- 
judice, he would divert them with a true 
Story of what Amicana had hinted at, and 
with ſome ſuch Overtures of Marriage, as 
Lucinda had in her firſt Thoughts condemn- 
ed and exploded, 

AND firſt, in Merriment, he told them, 
it was a common Thing amonſt People of 


the middle Rank, for Neighbours and 


Friends, to call each others Wives and 
Husbands, Seconds ; and that ſecond Mar- 
rages ſometimes ſucceeded upon it. And 
that he asking his Taylor, who, he had 
"M2. been 
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been told, had Married a Widow, whom, 
in his former Wife's Time, he calbd Se: 
cond , whether he had calbd her ſo in 
Jeſt, or Earneſt, he ſaid between both; for 
his firſt Wife being unhealthy, and more 
like to Die than Live, and the Widow be- 
ing a good Woman, and Kich, he thought 
it his Intereſt to beſpeak her, left ſhe thou'd 
beſtow herſelf upon another; and which 
he ſaid, ſhe had certainly done, if he had 
not induced her to ſet her Mind upon him: 
And he aver'd, that ſhe own'd, after her 
Marriage, that ſhe refuſed ſeveral good 
Offers on his Account, being reſolv'd, ſee- 
ing his Wife was not like to recover, to 
ftay | for him. ͤ˖ e C4 


Hs next told them of a aA Whom they 
both knew, named Clarena, who being pri- 
vately Married, and, on account of a Law 
Suit, for Part of her Fortune, which was 
then depending on the Laws Deciſion, was 
forc'd to conceal her Marriage for above 
half a Year : And that Philanter, a Gentle- 
man, whoſe Perſon, Character and Eſtate, 
were unexceptionable, not knowing ſhe was 
Married, made a moſt aſſiduous Court to 


her, and would take no Denial. It was 


Ceneroſal s, her Husband's Opinion, that he 
being a Gentleman of Worth, and one for 
whom he ſhould always have a juſt Defe- 


rence, ought not to be affronted: But ſhe 
found 
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found a great deal of Difficulty to avoid 


affronting him, without diſcovering her 
Marriage : For ſhe could not find any Rea- 


ſon to allege for her not complying, that 


he would take as a ſufficient Reaſon. She 
could not ſay ſhe had any Diſhke to him, or 
his Propoſals ; but ſhe ſaid, ſhe hop'd ſhe 
ſhould never Marry whilſt ſhe liv'd 5 not 
out of a Diſſike to a Marriage State, or to 


him, but for a Reaſon which muſt, at pre- - 
ſent, be a Secret, which Time would dif- 


cover. But this Anſwer did not take off his 


Hopes of ſucceeding in his Wiſhes. She 


then told him, if he had a real Value for 
her, he would not take her Denial ill, ſo 


long as ſhe did not Marry any other Per- 


ſon, but kept herſelf in the ſame State of 
Life in which ſhe now was. He ſaid, he 
had too great an Eſteem for her to take 
any Thing ill from her; but that he thought 
he ought never to ceaſe trying, by all poſ- 
lible Means, to alter her Reſolution. So 
that ſhe was forc'd, at laſt, to tell him, ſhe 
might reaſonably hope, from the great E- 
ſteem which he profeſs'd to have for her, 
that ſhe might depend upon his fincere 
Friendſhip ; and that ſhe expetted; if ſhe 
diſcovered a Secret to him, which ſhe would 
not tell to any other Perſon living, that he 
ſhould faithfully keep it. Which he ha- 
ving promis'd to do, ſhe told him ſhe had 
deen Married ſome Time before he had 


M 3 diſcovered. 
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diſcovered his Eſteem for her, and men- 
tioned the Reaſon for concealing it. He 
thank'd her for the Truſt ſhe had repoſed 
in him, and aſſur'd her he would not abuſe 
it. And Generoſal, her Spouſe, being a 
Gentleman for whom he had a real Re- 
ſpect, they always lived in Friendſhip to- 
gether. | 
T 1s Story, ſays Amicorus, you'll ſay, 
is not to the Purpoſe; and ſo you'll ſay of 
another which I ſhall tell you by Way of 
Diverſion, but they are uncommon Amule- 
ments, eſpecially this, which I have been 
credibly informed is true. | 
A young Gentleman, and a young Gen- 
tlewoman being equally in Love, her Fa- 
ther obliged her to Marry a Gentleman of 
a much greater Eſtate than her Lover's: 
But who was of a ruſtick Temper, and was 
a very unkind Husband, which almoſt broke 
her Heart. She had not been long Mar. 
ried, *ere ſhe was ſuddenly taken 11}, and, 
to all Appearance, dy'd with Grief; and 
was buried : She being buried in the Chan- 
cel, late at Night, the Sexton did not fill 
up her Grave, but only covered it with 
Boards ' till Morning. Her Lover knowing 
this, went to the Sexton to ſpeak with 
him privately, and told him how great his 
L. Ove for the deceaſed Gentlewoman was, 
and ofter*d him a good Gratuity if he would 
Lo with him to her Grave, and open the 
1 3 Coffin 
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Coffin Cover that he might have a Kiſs, as 
his laſt Farewel. The Sexton conſented, 
and the Grave being in Rocky Ground , 
could not well be dug deeper than juſt to 


admit of a Stone Cover, ſo that the Lover 


lying on his Breaſt could kiſs her Lips with 
eaſe, as ſhe lay in her Grave. He kiſs'd 
and wept ſo long, that the Sexton ſaid he 
would ſtay no longer; he then told him, 
he would have but one Kiſs more, which 
taking very earneſtly, he found her Lips 
move, and told the Sexton ſhe was come to 
Life again; and the Lover's Houſe being 
near the Church, he bid the Sexton call his 
Servant to help to carry her to his Houſe . 
which for another Fee to the Sexton, was 
done, and ſhe kept there with the greateſt 
Secrecy, and very tenderly taken care of. 


When ſhe had recovered her Sences, ſhe 


was ſurpriz'd to find herſelf in her Lover's 
Bed ; and not knowing that ſhe had been 
Buried, ſhe thought {he had been only a 
Sleep, and imagin'd herſelf ſtill in a Dream, 
or Trance, but was glad to ſind herſelf in 


ſo good Hands. When ſhe had recovered. 


her Health and Strength, and had been 
told all that had paſt, her Lover ask'd her 


if ſhe were now at her free Choice, would 


ſhe be Married to him, or to her Husband ? 
She readily own'd ſhe wou'd chooſe him: 
He then told her, he had conſulted a 
Lawyer, who was of Opinion, that her 


Burial 
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Burial had cancel'd the Marriage Contract 
in Law; and that ſhe was dead in Law to 
him. But he could ſhew no Precedent for 
ſuch Opinion. But, however, a Divine be- 
ing told the Lawyers Opinion, ſaid, that 
conſidering her forced Marriage agai:ft her 
Inclination, and her ill Uſage by her Huſ- 
band, which brought her to her Grave; 
and as ſhe ow'd her Lite to her Lover, and, 
withour whoſe Kindneſs, ſhe muſt have 
dy'd in her Grave, he did not think her 
Husband could in Conſcience challenge any 
Right to her: And that ſhe ought not to go 
to make her Life miſerable with ſuch a 
Brute, or to break her Heart quite by his 
Barbarity; and that he would venture to 
Marry her to her Lover, if ſhe conſented 
to it. She readily agreed to. his Opinion, 
and to his Office, and he Married them : 
But whether with, or without a Licence, I 
know not. And as to the Point of Law, 
her former Husband either could not, or 
did not diſpute it. For ſhe continued with 
her Lover, and very happily they long 
liv'd together: And as no Complaint was 
made, the Parſon was not cenſured. 

AN p now, fays Amicorus, to come to 
the Point in diſpute. I knew a young 
. handſome Clergyman, and a Gentleman 
born of a good Family, who had a fair 
Proſpect of being advanced in the Church, 
who uſed to be frequently in 1 
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with a young Gentlewoman, who was Mar- 
ried to a Gentleman in Years, and of a 
broken Conſtitution. And he would very 
of't in a very Debonair and publick Manner, 
call her his Futura, and tel} her, ſhe muſt 
call him her Second; which, in a jocoſe 
Manner, ſhe would frequently do, and he 
ſometimes whiſper'd his Mind to her in a 
more direct and particular Manner, which 
ſhe did not in the leaſt ſeem diſpleas'd 
with, which he thought Enouragement 


enough. He imagin'd, as others did, 


that her Husband would not live long; 
and ſhe . was ' Handſome , and like to 
be left very Rich. And he being to go to 
reſide at a conſiderable Diſtance from her, 
and a- croſs the Country, he engag'd a Friend 
of his, in their Neighbourhood, to ſend 
him Word, by a ſpecial Meſſenger, the 
Moment that the Gentleman, her Huſ⸗ 
band ſhould die. Which he did; and Cleri- 
cus immediately took Horſe and came In- 
cognito to his Friend, to enquire, as ſoon 
as the Will was open'd, how Matters ſtood: 
And finding Things would anſwer his Ex- 
pectation, he went to make the Widow a 
Viſit, about three Days after her Husband's 


Funeral. He firſt told her it was a Viſit of 


Condolence ; but finding her not in a very 
mournful Temper, he began to be jocoſe, 
and told her, that her Beauties ſhone ſo 
bright, that ſhe muſt needs have à great 

ah min 
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many Admirers ; and therefore he thought 
he ought not to delay to put in his Claim, 
She, with a ſerious Look, ask'd him what 
he meant; which he was willing to take in 
ſuch a Sence as he lik'd beſt, and freely 
explain'd his Meaning. At which ſhe ſhew-. 
ed her Anger in good Earneſt, and ask'd 
him how he could for ſhame, in ſuch an 
unſeaſonable Time and Manner, mention 
any ſuch Thing. He very ſubmiſſively 
made his Excule, by ſaying it was the Vio- 
lence of his Paſſion, and the Danger he ap- 
prehended of being too late ; and the Di- 
fiance which he was oblig'd to be at, had 
extorted from him what Love would not 
ſuffer him to conceal. And he told her, ſhe 
could not but perceive, that he had long 
been in Love with her; and he was in 
hopes ſhe had no Averſion for him. She 
anſwer'd, that ſhe did not hate him; but 
told him, if ever he offer'd to ſay a Word 
more upon that Subject, he ſhould never 
after ſee her Face more, He durſt not 
venture to ſay any more at that Time, but 
beg'd her. Pardon tor having offended her, 
and took his Leave, and went to his Cure. 
But he had firſt deſir'd his Friend to fend 
him ſome Account of what ſhould happen, 
and in a Months Time he wrote to him, 
that he ſaw no Appearance of Danger, 
T x 1s good News put him upon writing 
to the Widow, 1n the ſtrain of a paſſionate 


Lover, 
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Lover, and having no Anſwer, he wrote 
again, to tell her, that he had conceiv'd 
ſuch Hopes from the Pleaſure which ſhe 


had ſometime ſeem'd to take in his Com- 


pany, that he could not but be ſurpriz'd to 
find ſuch a Change; and beg'd of her to let 
him know if any Body had accus'd him of 
any Thing that ſhe diſlik d, that he might 
do himſelf Juſtice. But before he could 
well expect an Anſwer to his laſt Letter, 
his Friend wrote him word, that the Wi- 
dow was privately Married to one whom 
they never ſuſpetted, and one, whom 'twas 
believ'd would ſoon ruin her; for he was 
worth nothing, and was very Expenſive, 
and a Gamſter, But it ſeems, that he had 
not only beſpoke her in her Husband's 
Time, but made her ſure. For, however 
Secret it had been kept, it was now whiſ- 
per'd by a diſguſted Servant, that he uſed 
to be her Husband's Coajutor , tho? un- 
known to him. And ſhe was a Wife too 
good natur'd to him, or her ſelf, to let 
her Husband want an Aſſiſtant. So that 
vou ſee beſpeaking alone is not always ſuf- 


hcient 5 but yet if this Gallant had not in- 
terfer'd in it, Clericus had not been diſap- 


pointed of what he had calPd his Claim, 

Ir is reported, that a Widow cry'd only 
at the Death of her Third, or Fourth Huſ- 
band, becauſe ſhe was only then unpro- 
vided of another ; but this Widow was 
doubly 
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doubly provided: And tho' ſhe choſe the 
worſt; in ſome Reſpects, yet ſhe took the 
Man, who ſhe had made Trial of, in the 
moſt ſenſible Manner ; and ſhe was as wil. 
ling to be ruin'd, as he was to ruin her, 
For ſhe lik'd Play, and all Manner of Ex- 
travagance, aud hated to think farther than 
the preſent Enjoyment, which always is 
ſucceeded by unavoidable Ruin : Bur her 
firſt Husband doted on her, and could ſee 
no Fault in her, and ſo left her a handſome 
Eſtate at her Diſpoſal, Indeed ſhe had not 
in his Time given ſo great a Looſe to her 
luxurious Appetites, nor could ſhe do it: 
But now ſhe had a Man who lik'd Banquet. 
ing, and Rambling, and Play, as wel] as ſhe 
did; and which they both practis'd till they 
had ſquander'd away her Eſtate, which was 
not long about, and then they wanted Power 
to ſerve their Will. | 

T n1s, ſays Amicorus, is a late Story, 
and a ſhort Scene, being begun and ended 
ina few Years. But now it is Time, ſays 
he to Amicana, and Lucinda, to beg your 
Pardon for mentioning a Character which! 
know you both diſlike and abhor, and is fo 
contrary to your own, but it proves my 
Aſſertion: And, ſays he to Lucinda, pray 
what would you have thought of Amicana 
in her extraordinary Caſe, and ſmall Hopes 
of being left Rich, but rather, in all pro- 


bability very Poor, if ſome Gentleman, to 
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whom no Objection cou'd be made, had 
fallen in Love with her at the Wells; and 
not knowing ſhe was Married, had made his 
Addreſſes to her. (She has told us that ſhe 
thinks a Wife ought not to ſuffer any ſuch 


Propoſal from one that knew ſhe was Mar- 


ried; tho? it were in the moſt virtuous Sence, 
ſuch a Cale could admit ; that. 1s, only to 
deſire to have her in Reverſion, and when 


the became Sole.) (But I would put the 


Caſe) that ſhe was for ſome Reaſon, or o- 
ther, as unwilling to own her Marriage, as 
the Lady, who I firſt mention'd, was, on Ac- 
count of her Law Suit. She could not, 
without affronting him, avoid hearing him 
repeat his Declaration of Love, nor would 
refuſe it, except ſhe had any Averſion for 
him; and this would give him a ſort of 
Encouragement: And this ſhe muft do, or 
immediately tell him ſhe was Married; 
which might be very improper to do: And 
if, after that, he knowing all the Circum- 
ſtances of her Marriage, ſhould, without 
offering any unchaſte Incitement, tell her 
he would wait 'till ſhe was at Liberty to 
diſpoſe of her ſelf, and never have any o— 
ther Thought, nor think of any other Per- 
fon, if ſhe would give him Hopes of ma- 
king him Happy, when in her Power. And 
with this Proteſtation ſhould offer her great- 
er Advantages than ever ſhe could expect 
in ſuch a Caſe ; if ſhe could like his Per- 

| N {on 
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ſon, and did like his Character, Eſtate and 
Terms; and had Reaſon to believe him 
Juſt and Virtuous; it ſhe would not 
hear his Offers, he might find ſome fit Per- 
ſon to perſuade her to read them: And her 
Intereſt muſt needs incline her to ſhew ſome 
ſort of Compliance in the Way of Honour 
and Virtue; and allowing her to keep her 
Marriage Contract in reality inviolable, by 
obliging him to live diſtant from her, and 
to ceale all mention of Love, in what 


had ſhe been to blame, if on theſe Terms 


the had preſerved ſo virtuous and generous 
a Lover ? | 

LUCIND A, after a Moments Pauſe, 
ſaid, this was, indeed, a particular Excep- 
tion to the general Rule; and that ſhe 
thought that acting ſo in ſuch an axtraordi- 
rary Caſe, was fuch an Exception, as was 
not in the leaſt Criminal. And that were 
the Caſe her own, ſhe believ'd ſhe ſhould 
make a Virtue of Neceflity, and not put 
ſuch an Offer quite out of her Power. 

I am glad, ſays Amicorzs, you are of that 
Opinion; but I afſure you, I am as far as 
either of you can be, from allowing, or ap- 
proving of any ſuch Proceedings, in any 
Caſe that does not make it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. Nor would I have it in Caſes leſs 
extraordinary ever allow'd of, much leſs 
brought into Practice. And although the 
Cuſtom of calling Seconds may have =" 

oft 
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oft? innocent, yet People ſuſpect that ſuch 


Liberties have oft? made ſome of thoſe 


Neighbours, which I before mention'd, a a 
little too free with one another's Husbande 


and Wives before hand, on both Sides; and 


therefore it is not a 600d Cuſtom. 

MIC ANA laid, it was poſſible there 

might be ſome Thing more in the Caſe, 
which 4micorus had put, than he had men- 
tion'd, and ask'd Lucinda if Love were ad- 
ded to a Woman's intereſted lnducements, 
would ſhe believe it could continue Vir— 
tuous, it tempted to be otherwile, Says 
Lucinda, Virtuous Love will ever be unal- 
terably the ſame, however tempted, or 
try'd. But I don't ſuppoſe the Widow's 
Love (mentiou'd by ꝗmicorus) ever had one 
Grain of Virtue in it. Alas! a violent ſen- 
ſual Paſſion is too oft? miſtaken for Love ; 
but Time, Occaſion, and Oblervation, will 
ſoon diſcover its Kind, | 

You Rk Virtue, my dear Amicana, ſays 
ſhe, has been throughly try'd, as with an 
ordeal Trial; for you have been provok'd 
by unjuſt Cenſure, and Severity ; tempted 
by ſpecious Alurements, andalmoſt forc'd, 
by Neceſſity, to betray and give up your 
felf, and yet have remain'd unconquerable. 
And, I hope, ſays ſhe, your unſpotted and 
unparallel'd Virtue will ſtill have its juſt Re- 
ward; and methinks, ſays ſhe, I begin to 
lee It © appear. 
N 2 pt (7 
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T 11s ſhe ſaid in alluſion to a very ad- 
vantageous Offer of Marriage, which was 
Juſt then made her by Bonermon, and which 
Amicorus would not but recommend to her. 
And, indeed, as her Beauty was not in the 
leaſt 3 impair d, but her Mind, &c its excel- 
lent Qualities daily improving, ſhe had 
ſeveral good Offers made to her, and this 
of Bonermon's was an extraordinary one, with 
Reſpect both to his Qualities and ER: te, 
which yet ſhe would not conſent to, tho 
the could make no manner of Objektion to 
it. But {he told them, ſhe thought Mar- 
rying was a great Hazard, except with one 
of a thorough Acquaintance or that ſome 
extraordinary Occurences happen d to dil- 
cover a Man's true Chara Ter, and ſet him 
in ſuch a true J. ight, as that one might clear- 
Jy diſcern his very Soul: And without ſuch 
a Foundation, for a juſt Eſtimate of Things, 
Happineſs was very uncertain, She aid, 
there was no Body's Opinion in the Wor Ml 
ſhe would take ſo ſoon as theirs : But ſhe 
beg'd their Pardon, for ſaying ſhe did not. 
think they had ſuch a through Acquaint- 
ance with Boner mon, as that, upon mature 
Deliberation, they would perſuade her to 
depend upon. But this was a needleſs Scru- 
ple, and ſhe would not have made that Ob- 
jection, if ſhe had not reſolv'd not to Mar- 
ry; as believing Amicorus had no Equals 
an 
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and that ſhe could not think herſelf Happy 
with any other Perſon. | 

S HRE ſaid ſhe was perfectly Happy in 
their good Company, and far happier than 


ever the could be in any other; nor could 


ſhe deſire a greater Felicity upon Earth, 
than what ſhe now enjoy'd ; and for which 
ſhe wou'd endeavour to be grateful : And 
that it wou'd be her greateſt Pleaſure to 
ſhew it in whatever ſhe poſſibly cou'd do. 
And as they were pleas'd to entertain her 
in ſo kind a Manner, ſhe found but Jittle 
Occaſion for the Uſe of any of her ſmall 
Income; and that, in Time, what the ſav'd, 
wou'd amount to ſomething ; and that ſhe 


wou'd adopt their Children for her own, 


and make them Heirs to whatever ſhe 


| ſhould be able to leave in the World. And 


ſhe aſſur'd them, ſhe thought of that, with 
far more Pleaſure, than any Proſpect of 


Marriage cou'd give her. 


Hr * thank'd her for thoſe endear- 
ing Thoughts, and aſſur'd her, that they 
ſhould think it their gręateſt Misfortune to 
be depriv'd of her Company: But yet they 
cou'd not but think it more for her Inte- 
reſt and Happineſs to Marcy; and that they 


were oblig d in Gratitude for their own Hap- 


pineſs in a Marriage, kindly propos'd, and 
earneſtly preſs'd, and promoted by her, to en- 
deavour to make a juſt Return for her good 
Will, by endeayouring to promote her In- 
N 3 tereſt 
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tereſt i in Marriage; and cou'd not, for her 
own ſake, but wiſh her happily Married. 

SHE repeated her Thanks, but re- 
main'd fix*d in her Reſolution not to Marry, 

LUCIND A had br ought Amicorus a 
Son, and a Daughter, of both which Ami: 
naca was as fond and tender, as if they had 
been her own, and as much delighted with 
them. Which made Lucinda tell her, that 
ſhe made her ſometimes ſuſpect, whether 
ſhe herſelf lov'd them ſo well, 

Bur, faid ſhe, I comfort my ſelf with 
believing it is impoſſible that you can love 
them better ; and if you do love them as 
well as I do, [ will not envy you. 

Burt Lucinda wou'd not pretend to love 
them better than their Father did. And 
thus theſe Three liv'd together in the moſt 
loving and happy Manner that can be ex- 
preſs d, or imagin'd, *all the Daughter was 
about a Year Old, when (to the inexpreſſible 
Grief of both Amicorus and Amicana) Lu- 
cinda dy d. 

IN her Illneſs ſhe was apprehenſive of 
Dying, before any Body elſe thought ſo; 
and ſhe ſaid, ſhe perceiv'd her Life was to 
be but ſhort : But it had been. (excepting 
Sorrow for the Death of Friends) a happy 
Life, and moſt happy of all in her Mar— 
riage State, by having the moſt Virtuous, 
Tender, loving Husband ; who, ſhe be- 
lie vd had no Equal; which made her Hap- 

pinels, 


yp, OY br wo PAY than woo ts a... cos 


1 


pineſs ſhe thought ſuperior to any of her 
Sex: And ſhe ſaid, that tho' her Happi- 
neſs had been too great, and Amicorus's 
juſtly too dear to her, not to wiſh to live 
longer, yet ſhe was not afraid, nor alto- 
gether unwilling to Die; becauſe ſhe firm- 
ly believ'd a future State, infinitely Hap- 
pier than this Life. And that her Idea 
of Time and Eternity, differ'd ſo much 
from Time in this World, that however 
long Amicorus liv?d (which ſhe wiſh'd might 
be very long) ſhe believ'd ſhe ſhould think 
their Separation but as one Day, or Hour, 

 AMICORUS told her, he hop'd 
there was no Danger of her Death, and 
beg'd of her not to be ſo needleſly appre- 
henſive of it, becauſe that was the Way to 
ſink her Spirits, and to deprive her of Life: 


And Amicana made the ſame Requeſt to 


her. 

To which ſhe anſwer'd, ſhe deſir'd they 
wou'd not flatter themſelves with vain 
Hopes of her Life, and aſſur'd them, ſhe 
had no Manner of Fear upon her, having, 
ne hop'd, always livd fo, as to die Daily, 
and Daily to expect Death without Fear, 
And that ſhe would now continue, whilſt 
her Diſtemper would permit it, to make a 
due Preparation for her Death , and for 
eternal Life in Heaven, which ſhe hop'd 
for, through the alone Merits of cur Bleſ- 
fed Saviour. | 
SHE 
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S UHE deſir'd to be alone with Amicorus, 
and then told him, ſhe could not wiſh he 
ſhou'd live in an "uncomfortable Widow- 
hood, and deſir'd the might recommend 
Amicana to him for a Wife, who ſhe was 
ſure, wou'd fully make up his Loſs of a 
Wife, and her dear Childrens Loſs of a 
Mother. She told him, tho' ſhe was not a 
Forte, ber prudent Conduct might be of 
greater Advantage to him; and that he 
faw but too many Wives who were not ſa⸗- 
tisfy'd without ſpending much more than 
their Fortunes; and that ſhe believ'd he 
could not find a Woman upon Farth, that 
would make him fo happy as ſhe would 
do. 

SH x ſaid his Circumſtances were now 
ealy and, by his Conduct, his Eſtate im- 
proving, and hop'd he wou'd make no Ob- 
jection to her Requeſt : And believ'd, not- 
withſtarding Amicana's little Inclination to 
Marry; ſhe wou'd not refuſe him. 

Hex endeavour'd to hide his Grief, for 
fear it ſhould effect her, but told her he 
was very ſorry to hear her talk ſo much of 
Dying, when no Body elſe could perceive 
that ſhe was in danger, and hop'd ſhe would 
live long to make him Happy. 

S us told him, he wou'd ſoon find his 
Miſtake, and in the moſt pathetick Manner 
ſaid, My Deareſt Amicorus, if you'll but 
promiſe what I deſire, I ſhall Die with the 
greateſt 
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greateſt Satisfaction; and ſhe pre ſs'd him 
ſo earneſtly to it, that at laſt he told her, 
he was of her Opinion as to Amicana, and 
believ'd he cou'd not any where find ſo good 
a Wife, or kind a Mother-in-Law, as ſhe 
wou'd be: And that if it pleas'd God ſhe 
did Die, her dying Requeſt wou'd deter- 
mine him to marry Amicana; and he pro- 
mis'd her that it ſhou'd not be his Fault, if | 
he did not. | ſ 


Dd we 


” RA a2” 0D ik 


— 


SHE expreſs'd abundance of Joy and 
Satisfaction to hear him ſay ſo, and thank'd 
8 very heartily for granting her Re- | 

Ueit. 1 
, SAR then deſir'd he wou'd leave her to 
take a little Reſt; but that ſhe found im- 
pollible to do, *till ſhe had ſpoke with Ami- | 
; | caraalone. And ſhe being come to her, at 4 
her Requeſt, by her Nurſe, ſhe ſtrangely | 
„  furpriz'd her, with what ſhe ſaid to her, as 1 
rot imagining, or expecting any ſuch Thing. 1 
0 Mu deareſt Friend, faid ſhe to Amicana, I! 

| 
| 
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it will be in vain for you to flatter your 
r Ml {elf with Hopes of my Recovery: I can't 

but with. to live longer with my deareſt 
f  Amicorus, and with you; but as that is not 
e to be expected, I ſhall die with entire Sa- 
1 tisfaction, if you'll grant my dying Requeſt, 
and promiſe me to be a Mother to my dear 
little Children, to ſupply their Loſs of 1 
me. 1 
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4MICAN d, who ſincerely lov'd her 
infinitely more than any Perſon living, 
( Amicorus excepted) could not conceal her 
ſhocking Grief, but with a Flood of Tears, 
ſaid, Why, my deareſt Lucinda, will you 
* affict your ſelf and me with needleſs 
© Thoughts of Dying, which may bring you 
into real Danger, whilſt every Body has 
great Hopes of your Life. 

LUCINDA, without any ſhew of 
Concern, but for Amicana's Tears, very ſe— 
dately told her, She was free from any tuch 
Concern, or Fear, as could haſten her Death, 
But whatever Hopes there might be of her 
Life, to make her eaſy in what ſhe deſir'd, 
wou'd, if any Thing cou'd do it, very 
much contribute to her Recovery. 

WELL then, ſaid Amicana, I muſt tel] 
you, that you ask what you need not doubt 
of: for you know that I have already 
adapted your Children for my own; and 
were they really mine, I think I could not 
love them better than I do, or be more ten- 
der of them than J am. 

LUCI ND 4 thank'd her, and ſaid, 
ſhe knew that ſhe need not have deſired her 
to love them as her own, for ſhe was ſa- 
tisfy'd ſhe did, and believ'd ſhe ever wou'd 
do ſo. But, ſays ſhe, I mean ſomething 
more, and that is, that you will become 
their Mother in ſuch a Sence as will make 


up my dear Amicorus's Loſs of a Wife. 2 
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AMICAN A ſaid, ſhe lov'd them 
both too well, to wiſh they ſhould ever 
Part, and to looſe either of them, wou'd 
be to looſe one Half of her Happineſs. 

W EL I, ſaid Lucinda, Iam glad to hear 
you ſay you love Amicorus ; tho? I know 
you do as a Priend, but if I die, I muft 
deſire you'll love him as your Husband : 
You are a Witneſs of his tender, conſtant, 
faithful Love of me; and as your Merit 
juſtly claims it, you can't doubt but he 
will as entirely love you, and make you as 
Happy as I have been. 

Bur why, ſays Amicana, wou'd you 
expect he ſhou'd ſo far decline his real In- 
tereſt us to Marry me, when he might rea- 
ſonably expect a very conſiderable Fortune 
with a Wife ? 

Mx dear Amicana, ſaid ſhe, you need 
not trouble your ſelf about that; 1 am ſure 
he thinks you the greateſt Fortune he can 
have, and has, at my Requeſt, promis'd, 
if 1 Die, it ſhall not be his Fault, if he 
does not Marry you: And ] hope you have 
now no Objection to make to my Requeſt 
to you, to be his Wife. And you will do 
me the greateſt Pleaſure in the World, to 
promiſe me you will be his. Dear Amicana, 
ſays ſhe, keep me no longer in ſuſpeiice, 
but reſolve me quickly. 


WELL 
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Well then, ſaid Amicana, ſince you 
will have it ſo, I freely own, I can have no 
Objection to Amicorus, and that if he ſhould 
have the Misfortune to looſe you, it wou'd 
be my greateſt Intereſt to be ſo happily 


Married. 

Says Lucinda, you have now given me 
entire Satisfaction, and I am perfectly eaſy, 
having nothing more to do in this World, 

with relation to its Affairs. But now, ſays 
ſhe, whilſt my Spirits are brisk, let us all 
Three, once more, enjoy a happy Hour to- 
gether. | 

I wiſh, ſaid Amicana, that we may enjoy 
many happy Years together: But I am 
afraid you have already tir'd your ſelf, 
and wil} want to refreſh your Spirits by 


Sleep. 
I thank you for your kind Care of me, 


ſays Lucinda, but I cant Sleep, *till the 
happy Hour J deſire is over : And pray let 
Amicorus be deſir'd to come to us; which 
was done by Nurſe, who waited withour. 
And after Lucinda had refreſn'd herſelf 
with ſuch Things as her Phyſician pre- 
ſcrib'd, and Nurſe ſent out, ſhe then told 
Amicorus, that Amicana had given her en- 
tire Satisfaction, in what ſhe had deſir'd of 
her, which had made her perfectly ealy, 
and for which ſhe thought herſelf extream- 
ly oblig'd to her; and that her Care being 


over, ſhe fancy'd herſelf much better; _ 
di 


— — — — — 


. Wound d , — 
1 — CN 2 D 


d r 


e 
— ct 


1 


* 


10 — 
Tn 


Amicorus and Amicana. 145 


did not know but that the Tranquility of 
Mind which ſhe now enjoyed, might con- 
tribute to her Recovery. And ſhe deſir'd 
that they three Lovers might paſs a little 


Time chearfully together. 


TRV both told her, they rejoyc'd to 


find the thought herſelf better, and hop'd 
ſhe would continue to grow better every 


Minute. But they beg'd the wou'd not 


tire herſelf, but try to get ſome Sleep. 


SHE thank'd them, and told them ſhe 
wou'd not keep them long, ere ſhe wou'd 


take their Advice, But firſt give me leave, 
ſay'd ſhe, to tell you, I know not how to 
expreſs my Obligations to you both. I am 
not very fit to Kiſs, but my deareſt Ami- 


corus, ſays the, pray give my dear Amicana 


a loving en Kits from me, aud for 
me. 


eon which he look'd very ſeriouſly 
at her: Which he taking notice of, ſaid, 


My Dear, you may, perhaps, think me 


Delirious, but I don't think I am ſo; or, 
if Jam, you gn do no leſs than humour 


ma a little in ic: And! beg you'll do what 


I have defir'd. 


Mx 
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My deareſt Lucinda, fays Amicorus, it has al- 
ways been my Delight to do what you at any 
Time deſir'd, or, whatever I could imagine 
would pleaſe you: And I think it no hard 
Task to oblige you now in what you deſire. 
But I could not help looking ſeriouſly upon 
you; becauſe it is no unuſual Thing for 
Fevers to make P eople Delirious. But 
whether you are ſo, or not, I will readily 
obey your Commands. Which having 
done, the thankd him; and they both 
thank'd her for being fo obliging; ; and both 
would rot be refuſed a Kiſs of Lucinda, 
tho' ſhe fear'd it ſhould offend them. VWhe- 
ther the was Delirious, or nor, ſhe ſaid the 
loved Amicana ſo well, that if ſhe recover- 
ed, would the Law allow it, ſhe ſhould 
with they both might be his Wives. And if 
ſhe dy'd, ſhe heartily wiſhed, they might 
very long live as happy together, as he 
and ſhe had done. But, ſays She, I have 
thought it a Happineſs too great for this 
World, and therefore net long to be en- 
joy.d by me, But if 1 muſt leave it, it is 
not without the greateſt Hopes of a more 
exalted Bliſs in Heaven; where, I hope, 
we Three ſhall at laſt be eternally Happy 
together. 


HER 
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H ER Diſtemper might, indeed, raiſe 
her 3 too high. But yet ſuch endear- 
ing Expreſſions, were very agreeable to her 
loving Nature, eſpically to thoſe whom 
ſhe ſo dearly lov'd, and her Talk did not 
ſeem to hurt her; and conſidering that the 
continu'd, in al! Appearance, better all that 
Night, and reſted moderately weil, and 
continu'd eaſy all the next Day, what the 


had ſaid in relation to Amicorus and Ami- 


cana, might rather be thought to be th 
Effects of her affectionate Deſires, and en- 
tire Satisfaction, than of any feveriſh 
Delirium. 


Tux Night following ſhe began to be 
very uneaſy again, and hourly grew worſe, 
and complain'd of the return of a Pain, 
which ſhe had before felt at her Heart ; 
and which at firſt made her aprehenſive of 
Dying. Andnow ſhe was, for ſome Time, 
incapable of converſing with them; but 
having a little Reſpit before her laſt Breath, 
ihe did, in the hearing of the Miniſter 
(who had oft' attended her in her Illneſs) 
and Nurſe, and others being preſent, pray 
very earneſtly, that God would bleſs her 
dear Amicorus and Amicana, and her dear 
Children, and make them happy together, 
And co nmitting herſelf to God, and beg- 
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ing her dear Saviour to receive her Soul, 
ſhe at once expir'd. And thus the dear 
Lov'd, and dearly Loving Lucinda left the 
World, very ſincerely and greatly lament- 
ed by both Amicorus and Amicana , who 
fd, ſhe could freely have dy'd to fave her 
] 1: 4 


Ap TER her Funeral had been per. 
form'd in the Manner ſhe had deſir'd, Ami- 
cana told Amicorus it would not be proper 
for her to. continue in his Houſe, and there- 
fore ſhe muſt think of finding a convenient 
Lodging elſewhere. 


AMICORUS, with much Concern, 
faid, will you then rob me of all the Com- 
fort I have left in the World ? And can 
you ſo foon forget your Promiſes to m 
dear FONT to be a Mother to her Chil: 
dren ! 


Sn = told him, ſhe could neither forget 
her Promiſe, nor her Obligation to her 
deareſt Lucinda ; but (as they were then at 
Carentam) the ſaid the might have a Lodg- 
ing near enough, for the faithful and due 
Diſcharge of that Truſt ; and, ſaid ſhe, | 
fee Amicorus, your Soul, is in the greateſt 
Anguiſh; and therefore I forgive you a 
Cenſure, which, 1 believe, you would not 

otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe have been guilt of. He reply'd, it 
was very true, that his Soul was extreamly 


oppreſs'd with Pangs of Grief: But yet 


aſſur'd her, that what he had ſaid, was not 


out of any Doubt he had of her Goodneſs, 
or juſtice, or by Way of Complaint, or Re- 
proach ; but that he rather us'd that Ex- 


preſſion as an Inducement to her, not to 


leave him in his diſconſolate Condition; 
and he beg'd her Pardon for Wee diſ- 
pleas'd her. 


S HRE faid, ſhe did not believe he wou'd 
willingly diſbblige her in any Thing, and 
ſo ſhe needed not to ſay, that the forgave 


him; but ſhe ſaid, ſhe did nor think Pru- 


dence could allow her (eſpeci illy who had 
been, tho? unjaſtly cenſijr'd) to be in the 
Houſe with him; andthe deſir'd he would 
ſeriouſly conſider, whether he would not 
be as unwilhng as ſhe, to do any Thing that 
might occaſion Reproach, And the de-- 
fird ſhe might, if ” poſſible, avoid Defama- 
tion, fince however caufeleſs it Was,. Ca- 
lumny would gain ſome Credit. He told 
her he was entirely of her Opinion; but 
hop'd her continuing in his Houſe, would 
give no occaſion for Scandal. This not 
prevailing with Amicana to ſtay in his 
Houſe, he defir'd ſome Friends for whom 


» 


_ the had a great Re ſpect) to try co perſuade 
3 her 
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her to ſtay with him; and whenſhe found 
they were of Opinion that ſhe ſhou'd ſtay 
with Amicorus : She told him, She believ'd 
he thought it Time for his Siſters to leave 
the Boarding-School; and, if he wou d bring 
them to his Houſe, to be Company for her, 
and Witneſſes of their Innocence, ſhe wou'd 
be content to continue with him. This 
being readily agreed to, ſhe did not leave 
his Houſe, but there ſhe very tenderly and 
agreeably ated the Part of a Mother, 
and Friend, or Siſter ; but not of a Wife, 
*till a full Year's Mourning for Lucinda was 
expir'd ; for they both willingly agreed 
(when due Time admitted them to diſ- 
courſe upon that Subject) not to Marry 
ſooner. | | | 


Wund they had thus friendly liv'd 
together about Eight Months, Amicana had 
a Letter from her Uncle Parſimont, to tell 
her, that his Son and Daughter were both 
Dead; and as they had no Children li— 
vipg, the was now right Heir to his Eſtate; 
and, by ſome Expreſſions, he ſeem'd to 
look upon their Death, as being both at a 
Time ; and their having firſt buried their 
Children, to be a Judgment upon him. He 
freely confeſs' d, vithSorrow, his having been 
the Cauſe of her Unhappineſs, and told her, 

he would endeavour to make her ſome vo- 
e luntary 
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luntary Amends ; and ſaid, his Affliction fate 


ſo heavy upon him, that he believ'd he 


ſhould not live long, and defir'd ſhe would 
make what haſte ſhe could to come to ſee 


him, affuring her of a kind Reception. 


S u x conſulted with Amicorus what to do. 
She was unwilling to leave the poor Chil- 


_ dren and him too; and he was very unwil- 


ling to part from her, but both thought it 
neceſſary that ſhe ſhould go; and he would 
have goie with her, had not the Children 
made his ſtaying at Home neceſſary. How- 
ever, he offer'd his Service to attend her, 
which She, in a kind Manner, refus'd, on 
the Childrens Account: And ſhe would al- 


low him to go but one Day's Journey, and 


was attended the reſt of the Way by Confido, 
who had before waited on her from Vphorum 
to Boniter, Amicorus's Country Seat. 


AMICORUS offered her his Coach, 
but She told him it was needleſs, ſeeing 
her Uncle had promiſed to ſend his Coach 
for her, to the Place where the Stage- 
Coach muſt leave her; and ſo at the Place 
where Lucinda and he had receiv'd her, on 
her Journey to them, they kindly, but un- 
willingly, parted, with mutual Afurances 
of Love, and Promiſes to write oft? to each. 
other; which they did in the moſt Afe 


fectionate 
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fectionate Manner, almoſt every Poſt; but 
their Letters were too many, and too long 
to be inſerted here: But were as Kind and 
Endearing as you can imagine, and never 
without Amicana's tender Concern for her 
dear adapted Children, and his writing 
ſome pleaſant Stories of their pretty Acti- 
ons, and not without ſome tender Thoughts 
and Remembrance of their dear Lucinda ; 
who was, indeed, ſo intirely dear to both 
them, that whilſt they lived, they fre- 
quently lamented her early Death, and 
their Loſs of her, A Loſs ſo great bene; 
that after her Marriage to Amicorus, The oft? 
faid, that She was of Lucinda's Opinion, 
and ſhould have thought her Happineſs 
greater, if Lucinda had lived, and both of 
them together, were it allowable, might 
have been his Wives. For, ſaid She, Ami- 
cora:'s Love to both of us, has been ſo true 
and inviolable, that we ſhould always have 
loved as Siſters ; and iu a tripple Bond of 
Love, have liv'd altogether in the moſt per- 
fect Harmony. And ſhe ſaid, altho' ſhe lov'd 
Amicorus in the higheſt Degree, yet ſhe 
did not think there was more than one De- 
ree difference between her Love of them. 
Ap She believed the ſame of Lacindz's 
Love to her. Lucinda and the had loved 
each other from their Infancy, and both of 


them loved A Nicorus at firſt Sight. Lucinda 
with 
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with leſs Violence at firſt, but not with 
leſs Affection afterwards. And tho' Ami- 
cana's Paſſion was at firſt more piercing, 
ſhe had Fortitude enough to calm it iuto 
Friendſhip; and when her virtuous Love 
re-kindled, it ever burnt with a pure and 
lambent Flame. 


Her Uncle Parſimont receiv'd her with 
abundance of Affection and joy, as having 
been very Penitent for his being the Au— 
thor of her paſt Mifery, and was now glad 
that he could make her ſome Recompence 
for it. And he rejoyc'd to know that ſhe 
was to be Married to ſo worthy a Gentle- 
man, as he ſaid, he was well ſatisfy'd Ami- 
corus was. | TI 


AND now he own'd to her, that all 
that senen ſaid of her was very true, of 
which he was now aſham'd, and ask'd her 
Forgiveneſs, and ſaid he would endeavour 
to deſerve her Pardon, by leaving her the 
greateſt Part of his Perſonal Eſtate; 
(and, indeed, he had no other very near 
Relation living, nor any others that he 
much car'd for) and he deſir'd her to write 
to Benemer , and to Amicorus, to deſire 
they would be Executors to his Will; which 
they readily conſented to, and Benemer im- 
mediately went to make him a Viſit upon 


it, 
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it, but chiefly to wait upon * Amicana, and 
that he did out of Reſpect to her, as well 
as being deſir'd the Favour by Amicorus'8 
Letter) that he would ſee her, and invite 
her to his Houſe, and aſſiſt her in whatever 
might be neceſſary. 


P ARSIMONT vas very glad to ſee 
Benemer (tho? not much acquainted with 
him, as being of different Tempers, and 
their Manner of Living very different) and 
Parſimont had his Will made to Benemer's and 
Amicana's Satis faction, leaving only a few 
Legacies, and ſome Charities, and the reſt 
of his Eſtate wholly to her; and when ſhe 
had been there about two Months, he dy'd. 
And then upon a Line from Amicana to Be- 
emer, to deſire his Advice and Afliſtance, 
and his Company at the Funeral, he went to 
make her his Compliments of Condolance, 
and congratulated her upon her Acceſſion 


to ſo large an Eſtate. And the Funeral 


being over, and they having taken Mea- 
ſures for ſettling her Affairs, ſhe left her 
Attendant Confido to take the neceſſary Care 
of all Things; and went with Benemer, at 
his Requeſt, to his Houſe, where ſhe was 
very agreeably- entertain'd by Clariſſa his 
Lady. 


: Bur 
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Bor Amicorus cou'd not bear that ſhe 
ſhould be ſo long abſent from him, nor was 
ſhe willing to ſtay from him; tho* on all other 
Accounts, ſhe found the greateſt Induce- 


ments to ſtay at Benemer's for ſome Time. 


Ir was neceſſary to leave Confido at A- 
dinam, as Amicana's Steward. And A41:i- 
corus had invited Benemer and his Lady to 
his Houſe; and not without a Proſpect of 


their doing him the Honour to be at hi 
Wedding. Benemer kindly accepted . 


Invitation: And Amicana's Coach being to 


* 


carry her; and as Benemer took his own 


Coach, ſhe perſuaded him to let his Zon, 


and his two unmarried Daughters bear them 
Company. And Amicorus rode as far as 
his Aunt Phelicia's to meet them, where 
they had an inexpreſſible joyful Meeting, 
when a tranſcient retroſpec to Amicana's 
paſt Sufferings, caus'd Tears of Joy, to 
ipeak their well pleas'd Sentimerts of her 
preſent Happineſs, and of her approaching 
INuptial Bliſs. And that Phelicia might not 
have too ſmall a Share in the joyous Feſtivity, 
they prevailed withher, ard her Children to 
accompany them to Boniter, Amicorut's Coun- 
try Seat. Where the Year of Mourning 
ior Lucinda being expir'd; and the Ani- 
verſary of her Death obſerved, with a 
pious 
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pious and mournful Remembrance of her 
Virtue and Goodneſs. Amicorus and Ami- 
cana had their happy Marriage ſolemniz'd, 
and ſplendid! y Celebrated with the mot 


harmonious Joy. 


ON the Wedding Day Amicana told the 
Company, that ſhe was glad ſhe was now, 
hy her ſucceeding to her Uncle's Eſtate, 
not altogether unworthy of the Love of fo 
deſerviug a Gentleman; and that if he had 
not a. Penny in the World, his excellent 
Qualities, and his tender Love and Fide. 
lity to Lucinda, would incline her to make 
Choice of him before any other Perſon 
whatſoever; and that it was her utmoſt Am- 
_ Hition to bave him for her Husband ; and 

ſhe ſaid, ſhe could not doubt of being moſt 


entirely Happy. 


HER Noble Relations being now of 
mature Age, did her Honour to be preſent 
at her Wedding, and ſhew'd a ſincere ]oy, 
and entire Satisfaction, in all her good For- 
tune. And, indeed, they had Reaſon to 
think it their Intereſt, to keep an amicable 
Correſpondence with Amicana „ and her 
Spouſe. They liv'd in all imaginable Tran- 
quility and Happineſs, to a good Age. And 
now ſhe thought herfel fully Rewarded 


for all her former Sulterings. 
Bu! 


Cit 
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Bur whilſt they liv'd, they kept the 


Aniverſary of Lucinda's Death, as a Day 


of Mourning, ard oft? thought and talk'd 


of her with a kind Condolance of her ſhort 
Life, and concern for their Want of ſo dear 
a Friend. But Amicana ſeem'd moſt to re- 
gret the Want of her dear delightful Con- 
verſation, tho' ſo amply compenſated in 
the Enjoyment of the beſt of Husbands, 


Ir will beneedleſs and ſuperfluous to give 
any Detail of their excellent OEconomy and 
Condutt : Their generous and hoſpitable 
Manner of Living ; and of their endear- 
ing Tenderneſs, and mutual Happineſs. I 
ihall only add, that ſhe bore him two Sons, 


and three Daughters; which, with Lucinda's 


Children, were educated by them, in the 
moſt commendable Manner; both as to Re- 


ligion, Morality, and all ſocial Virtues. 


AMICAN A was a tender Step-Mo- 
ther to Lucinda's Children, and more in- 
dulgent to them than to her own : And 
both Amicorus and ſhe liv'd to ſee all of 
them happily Married : And their pretty 


 Grand- Children, were the Delight of their 


later Years. 


Bur they did not place all their Feli- 
city 1n temporal Enjoyments, but ſo liv'd, 
as 
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as to have always a pleaſing Hope, and in 
that Reſpect they anticipated the more 
folid and angelick Love, and uninterrupt- 
ed Joys, which never end. And after a 
long and happy Life, they dy*d fo near in 
Time, as to be buried together; greatly 
lamented by all that knew them. And, as 
Amicana had deſir'd, they were inter'd ſo, 
as that Lucinda lay at his right Side, and 
She at his Left. And a noble Monument, 
with a fuitable Inſcription, was erected at 
the joint Coſt of Lucinda's Son, who enjoy'd 
Amicorus's Eſtate, and Amicana's eldeſt Son, 
who enjoy'd her Eſtate: With the grateful 
and dutiful Conſent of all their Children : 
To all whom they left conſiderable Be- 
queſts, | 
A N p thus two wealthy Families ſprung 
from Amicorus, by his equally beloved, and 
loving Wives; whoſe happy Offspring con- 
tinue to live in ſincere Love, and entire 
Friendſhip. And I hope and wiſh that their 
Unity and Harmony may be 1inviolably 
preſerv'd to all their fucceeding Genera- 
dions: 
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